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To the brave souls who fought not just for their nations, but for the very essence of humanity. To the warriors who sacrificed love, dreams, and life itself—this story is a tribute to your courage, your pain, and your undying spirit. May your sacrifices never be forgotten. The innocent lives lost in warzones,

The children who never saw sunrise again,

The soldiers whose last breath was for peace,

And the dreamers who still believe in a world without war.

May this book stand as a voice for those who could no longer speak, and a prayer for those still hoping to be heard.

Dr. P.H. Brahmbhatt

“Since wars begin in the minds of Men, 

It is in the minds of Men that the defences   

of peace must be constructed.”

— UNESCO Constitution, 1945



	War Is Not Strength



It Is the Failure of Leadership 



	War Is Not Power



It Is the Failure of Diplomacy



	War does not end when the guns fall silent, 



Its echoes live in the hearts of the broken



	Peace is not the absence of war



It is the presence of humanity



	War takes everything from innocent



Except the strength to survive




	Bullets may win battles, but only peace wins the future

	True strength is not in how many wars we fight, but in how many we prevent
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INTRODUCTION



About the Author 

Dr. P. H. Brahmbhatt

Background and Inspiration


Dr. P.H. Brahmbhatt is a distinguished scholar and writer who has dedicated his life to exploring the depths of human experience through his work. With a background in literature and a passion for depicting the nuanced realities of everyday life, he is a versatile writer with multidimensional skills. His stories are always motivational for the youth, aiming to awaken readers and help them find guidance and inspiration in their own lives. Through his diverse writing, he seeks to offer timeless wisdom for future generations. 

The inspiration for this story was born from a deep reflection on the untold sacrifices of soldiers and their families—not just as warriors, but as human beings bound by love, duty, and honour. The inspiration came from the real-life stories of World War II, where countless men and women fought not only for their nations but for the very essence of their souls.

It explores the internal battle of soldiers—the conflict between duty and conscience, love and war, survival and sacrifice. 

The book also reflects on the post-war reality, where victory is often overshadowed by the devastation left behind—ruined homes, orphaned children, and shattered dreams. It raises a powerful question: What is the true cost of war? And who really wins?

This book is not just a war story; it's a soulful tribute to those who gave everything, reminding us that war is not just fought with weapons, but with love, loss, and unwavering resilience.

His writing philosophy is driven by a desire to inspire and educate, with a firm belief in the transformative power of the pen. Through his writing, he aims to shed light on societal issues, foster empathy, and encourage positive action. His books are not just narratives; they are reflections on life’s complexities, urging readers to pause, reflect, and make conscious decisions.

The information presented in this book is for only to plea for peace. Beyond War Part-IV: World At Risk (WAR), delves into the harsh realities of war and its devastating effects on both humanity and nature. It explores how war adversely impacts the future of humankind, leaving behind destruction, loss, and countless orphans. This is a book of war, loss, and the fight for peace.

The author emphasizes that true victory in war is not determined by strength or power, but by the achievement of peace. He strongly advocates that positive thinking and diplomatic leadership always lead to better outcomes. History is written in golden words—true victory always follows the best diplomacy and leadership.

This book offers heart-touching inspiration to readers of all ages: Being human is your greatest inner strength. Make it as strong as possible, for it is the only weapon you have when you stand alone on the battlefield of life.

The author seeks to unveil the harsh philosophy behind the battlefield and the ground level realities—where thousands of families, soldiers and children become orphans due to war. He raises the fundamental question:

What was their crime? Who was responsible for their tragic fate?



"What did we win?"

The world must reflect on this.


This book aims to motivate and inspire readers to work toward a peaceful world. It will also serve as a valuable resource for motivational speakers, self-help advocates, peace makers and those committed to humanity’s progress. More importantly, it is a call to action—a plea for the world to recognize that war must end, and future battles should be fought only for the betterment of humanity.



Disclaimer: This book is a work of peace literature and reflective analysis. work is a philosophical interpretation of historical and contemporary events. The views expressed are for academic, educational, and literary purposes only, and not intended to defame, blame, or target any group, nation, or institution.” Respect for International Law and Sovereignty. The author respects the sovereignty, dignity, and security of all nations. This book does not reveal any classified information and figures, original figures may varies, nor does it promote fear, hatred, or defamation. Any military systems or doctrines discussed are explored purely for philosophical reflection and peace advocacy, not for technical or strategic purposes. A Global Appeal for Peace: This work is created as a moral message to humanity—to honour the sacrifices of innocents and soldiers, to condemn violence in all its forms, and to call for a shared future based on understanding, cooperation, and peaceful coexistence. This book is intended for peace and literary purposes only and does not constitute professional, legal, military, educational, political, or strategic advice.

Use of Historical References: Historical references in this book are based on widely known public events. Any resemblance to specific individuals (living or dead) in fictional portions is purely coincidental. 

Reader Responsibility: Readers are encouraged to engage with this book with an open mind, and to understand its content within the broader context of peace literature, anti-war discourse, and human ethics.
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Prologue
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A World at the Crossroads

The ink of peace must flow stronger than the blood spilled in battle.

As we stand on the edge of new conflicts and rising global tensions, this book is not a warning — it is a plea.

It is not written by a general man. It is written by a human being, echoing the pain of orphans, the silence of lost soldiers, and the shattered memories of civilians who watched their world turn to rubble.

Let this be a novel, yes — but more importantly, let it be a mirror to our past, and a map to a more humane future. The battlefield must not be our legacy. The battlefield must be our final lesson.

This book is not about glorifying war.

It is about ending it — one word at a time.
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When The World Burned-WWI
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The War to End All Wars

The First World War, also known as the Great War, erupted in 1914 and concluded in 1918, dragging with it the shattered hopes of a generation. Before it began, Europe was a continent brimming with imperial pride, technological optimism, and military swagger. It was believed that modern wars would be swift, decisive, and fought with dignity. But what unfolded was a global catastrophe of an unimaginable scale—one that forever scarred the soul of humanity.

From the muddy trenches of Flanders to the burning deserts of the Middle East, millions perished in a war fuelled not only by bullets and bombs but also by arrogance, alliances, and nationalism gone awry. The war brought about not only physical destruction but also deep social, political, and psychological transformations. It crushed empires, disfigured landscapes, shattered lives, and redefined what it meant to suffer.

Human Cost: A Generation in Ashes

More than 70 million soldiers were mobilized during World War I, and over 20 million people died, including approximately 10 million military personnel and 10 million civilians. Additionally, around 21 million were wounded. These numbers, however staggering, fail to truly capture the horror of what transpired. In some cases, entire battalions were wiped out in minutes. The Battle of the Somme alone, in 1916, saw over 57,000 British casualties on the first day—still the bloodiest day in British military history.

The war did not discriminate. It devoured lives across continents—British, French, German, Russian, Italian, Ottoman, Austro-Hungarian, American, and colonial troops from India, Africa, and the Pacific. Death came from bullets, bayonets, disease, frostbite, and gas.

Shell Shock and Invisible Wounds

World War I also marked the first widespread recognition of “shell shock,” now understood as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Men who had gone to the front proud and full of youth returned as shadows of themselves—twitching, mute, emotionally broken. Victorian society was unprepared for this. Many labeled these men as cowards or malingerers, not yet understanding the psychological toll of prolonged exposure to artillery bombardments and constant death.

Entire communities were silenced by grief. Streets that had once echoed with the laughter of children now bore the heavy silence of funerals and black veils.

The Lost Generation

A whole generation of young men, particularly in Europe, was decimated. This demographic vacuum left lasting scars on population growth, family structures, and cultural continuity. The “Lost Generation” became not just a demographic term but a literary movement—a voice of those disillusioned by war’s brutality.

Writers like Ernest Hemingway, Siegfried Sassoon, and Wilfred Owen wrote not of heroism, but of mud, rats, gas, and senseless death. Owen’s haunting lines from “Dulce et Decorum Est” reflect the futility and horror:

“If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood

Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs...”

Destruction of Land and Infrastructure

The war transformed vast landscapes into barren wastelands. The Western Front became a place where nature itself died. Trees were splintered like matchsticks. Fields were cratered by shellfire and soaked in blood. Flanders, once a place of tranquil villages and farms, became a hellscape of barbed wire, corpses, and the ever-present stench of decay.

The infamous “No Man’s Land”—the deadly space between opposing trenches—was a vision of apocalypse. Here, nothing lived. Human remains mingled with debris and mud. Advancing even a few meters was often paid for with hundreds of lives.

Cities Turned to Ruin

Though trench warfare dominated the Western Front, many cities also suffered catastrophic destruction. Ypres, Verdun, and towns in northern France and Belgium were reduced to rubble. In the East, cities like Przemyśl, Warsaw, and Lviv were heavily damaged or burned during invasions and retreats.

Even after the war ended, unexploded shells, buried weapons, and chemical contamination rendered large swathes of land uninhabitable. To this day, the French government maintains the “Zone Rouge,” areas where human access is restricted due to lingering contamination from the war.

Economic Devastation: The Price of War

The financial cost of the war was astronomical—estimated at over $200 billion in 1910s currency. Countries borrowed heavily to sustain their war efforts. Britain, for instance, borrowed over $4 billion from the U.S. The Treaty of Versailles placed the burden of war reparations almost entirely on Germany, demanding a staggering 132 billion gold marks (about $33 billion at the time).

This led to hyperinflation in Germany, with the value of the mark plummeting so drastically that people carried wheelbarrows of cash just to buy bread. In Britain and France, national debts tripled, and austerity became the new norm. Infrastructure had to be rebuilt from ashes, and there were few funds to do it.

Collapse of Empires and Economies

Four major empires fell as a direct consequence of the war: the Austro-Hungarian, Ottoman, Russian, and German empires. Their economies disintegrated, their currencies collapsed, and their territories fractured into new, often unstable nations.

The collapse of trade and shipping, the disruption of agricultural production, and the loss of human capital crippled economic recovery. The global economy entered a fragile interwar period, teetering between recovery and recession.

Social Upheaval: The War at Home

Women in War-With millions of men sent to the front, women stepped into roles previously denied to them. They worked in munitions factories, served as nurses, drove ambulances, and ran farms. Their labor kept the war machines running and society afloat. But it came at a cost—exposure to toxic chemicals in factories, long hours, and minimal recognition.

After the war, many women were expected to return to traditional roles. But the change was irreversible. The war planted seeds of women’s suffrage movements across the world. In Britain, women over 30 gained the right to vote in 1918. In Germany, universal suffrage came with the Weimar Republic.

Strikes, Revolutions, and Unrest

Social unrest exploded in the post-war years. Economic hardship, inflation, and unemployment led to massive strikes in France, Britain, and the U.S. In Germany, the 1918 revolution forced Kaiser Wilhelm II to abdicate. In Russia, war fatigue and famine catalyzed the Bolshevik Revolution, giving birth to the world’s first Communist state.

The social fabric was torn apart. Veterans returned to societies that had changed radically—and not always for the better. Many felt alienated, unemployed, and emotionally detached.

Political Repercussions: Empires Fall, Ideologies Rise

The Treaty of Versailles and other post-war agreements dramatically redrew the world map. The Austro-Hungarian Empire was carved into new nations—Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Austria, Hungary. The Ottoman Empire was dismantled, and its former Arab provinces were split between Britain and France under the Sykes-Picot Agreement. New borders were drawn with little regard for ethnic, tribal, or cultural realities—planting seeds for future conflict.

Germany was stripped of its overseas colonies and significant European territory. It was disarmed, humiliated, and economically strangled. These punitive measures, intended to prevent another war, ironically laid the groundwork for a far worse one.

In short, World War I didn’t just end old empires—it incubated the next global catastrophe.

The Rise of Extremism

The war and its aftermath created fertile ground for extremism. In Germany, the humiliation and economic misery following Versailles contributed directly to the rise of Adolf Hitler and Nazism. In Italy, frustration over unfulfilled territorial promises led to Benito Mussolini’s Fascist rise.
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