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      What can happen to an inquisitive child left unsupervised in a library?

      Eight-year-old Jackie enters the Magical World of Letters, where she faces danger, meets new friends, and finds a way to make her dream come true.
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      In an ordinary gray city in the most ordinary country you can imagine there lived a girl named Jackie. She was no more than ten years old, but she knew how to read very well for her age.

      She also knew how to write and play the piano.

      The school she attended was quite ordinary too, apart from being very tall, rising high into the sky. Jackie would always sit at the very back of the class where she hoped she wouldn’t get noticed. Everything she had been taught so far seemed very dull to her. She rarely spoke and so classmates tended to ignore her. To be honest, it wouldn’t be an exaggeration to suggest she had no friends at all. 
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        * * *

      

      Jackie would go to the library every day when school finished. The library occupied the top two floors of the school. When she felt especially lonely, she climbed the high winding stairs to the very top floor and would select the thickest books she could find. There, she read them until very late in the evening, until her rather plump aunt, the only relative she had, came for her. Her aunt constantly scolded her each time she came, by threatening that she would not come back for her next time.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      On one of those evenings, when Jackie slammed shut the tenth volume of a series of scientific books, she looked at the clock on the wall and found that it was already midnight. But her aunt had not come for her.

      "The library is closing" she heard a voice behind her.

      Jackie turned around. A tall, bearded old man with wire-rimmed glasses stood in front of her and pointed sternly at the closed sign.

      But the girl did not know where to go. For the first time in her life, it became clear to her that she did not know the way home. 

      Her aunt always came to fetch her. Jackie realized that she could not simply leave the school building. From the window, she saw It was snowing heavily.

      "It must be cold outside," she thought.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      Not knowing what to do, the girl turned around and ran along the rows and rows of shelves, and then up an ornately carved wooden stairway she had not noticed before. 

      Without realizing it, she soon found herself in a dusty attic.

      She seemed to be surrounded by chests of all shapes and sizes. They were piled up, one on top of the other, and blocked her way. Each of them had the same inscription: "Opening is strictly forbidden!"
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      Somewhere below, Jackie heard the shuffling steps of the old man and realized that he would soon be in the attic. She decided to hide in one of the chests, but when she opened it, she found that it was filled with books.

      However, these books looked quite special. These were the thickest books she had ever seen in her life. They were tied with tattered multicolored cloth, and the bindings were moth-eaten. But what surprised her most was that they were written in languages she had never seen before.

      Leafing through a book, she found a picture of a beautiful garden with many flowers bathed in sunlight.
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      "Oh, there you are!" she heard a voice behind her.

      Jackie shuddered and turned around. The library caretaker was approaching her.

      The girl looked again at the picture of the garden and closed her eyes tightly. 

      "I want to be there!" she thought. 
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        * * *

      

      In the next instant, the world began spinning around her. She felt a whirlwind of air lifting her up and then gently lowering her to the ground.

      The girl opened her eyes.

      The library had dissolved and disappeared, and she lay in a beautiful meadow among many fragrant flowers.

      "Where am I?" thought Jackie. "Did I get inside one of the books?"

      She got up and took a few steps, but soon had to stop. Where the meadow ended, there was nothing: white emptiness below, above, all around, and everywhere.
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