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Introduction To 1 Corinthians 13
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1 Corinthians 13, often referred to as the "Love Chapter," stands as one of the most profound passages in the New Testament, offering an eternal definition of agape love through the teachings of the Apostle Paul. While originally written to address divisions within the church at Corinth, this scripture transcends its historical context to provide a roadmap for living a life modeled after Jesus. By emphasizing that spiritual gifts like prophecy or knowledge are hollow without charity, Paul illustrates how the character of Christ serves as the ultimate standard for human relationships and spiritual maturity.

In modern applications, 1 Corinthians 13 remains a cornerstone for wedding ceremonies, personal devotionals, and Christian discipleship. Its rhythmic description of love as patient, kind, and enduring highlights the transformative power of the Gospel and the selfless nature of Jesus. As believers study these verses, they are invited to reflect the sacrificial heart of Christ in their daily interactions, recognizing that while earthly things will eventually pass away, faith, hope, and love remain, with love being the greatest of these. For deeper study, you can explore the full context of these verses through the Bible Gateway 1 Corinthians 13 resource.

Date: 53 AD – 57 AD

Writer: Paul
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1 Corinthians
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1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.
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Commentary Verse 1
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In 1 Corinthians 1:1, the Apostle Paul establishes the divine authority of his message by identifying himself as a chosen messenger. Using a traditional epistolary greeting, he immediately grounds his ministry in the sovereignty of the Father and the lordship of Jesus. Paul begins by stating he is "called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God". This phrasing emphasizes that his authority was not self-appointed or granted by men, but was a direct mandate from heaven, similar to his declaration in Galatians 1:1 where he says he is an apostle "not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father".

The term "called" signifies a divine summons rather than a personal career choice. Paul often used this language to validate his mission to those who questioned his standing, as seen in Romans 1:1, where he describes himself as a "servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle". Paul includes "Sosthenes our brother" in the opening. Many scholars believe this is the same Sosthenes who was once a ruler of the synagogue in Corinth and was beaten by a mob in Acts 18:17. His transformation from a possible opponent to a "brother" in Christ serves as a powerful testament to the reconciling power of the Gospel.

By linking his name with Jesus, Paul prepares his readers to receive the subsequent corrections in the letter as coming from the Lord Himself. He reminds the church that their own identity is similarly "called" into fellowship with Christ, as he further explains in 1 Corinthians 1:9, stating "God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord".
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