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First Edition​

​​Dedication

In dedication to all those who labor for the Lord, regardless of life's circumstances. In remembrance of Henk and Johanna Lit, who survived war, sickness, loss, financial hardship, and had to again and again escape political turmoil and rebuild their lives with their 10 children. 

As they surrendered to God in Papua New Guinea, God was able to impact not only their lives, but also the Hatam tribe. One of the scriptures Henk emphasized was Psalm 103, “Praise the Lord, my soul, with all that is within me, His Holy Name, and forget not any of His benefits, who forgives all your iniquities, who heals all your diseases”. He wanted to spread these testimonies in honor of the Name of Jesus.​

​​Acknowledgment

I am grateful to my dad, Frans Lit, and uncle, Henk Jr. Lit, who took the time and effort to record and write down my grandfather Henk Lit's stories. They grew up as teenagers in Manokwari, Papua, from 1950 until 1961.

I only heard about the stories when my grandparents, Henk Lit and Johanna Lit-Bos, shared them with me after I had moved to the Netherlands as a young man. Some details may differ from other people’s recollection of these events, though I have tried to be as accurate and thorough in my research as possible. Please feel free to connect with me and share your insights or corrections.

TEAM (The Evangelical Alliance Mission) USA connected me with the family of missionaries who went to Manokwari during that time: Mrs. Griffiths, her daughter Rebecca (Griffiths) Gardner, and Andrea (Lovestrand) Hanna, daughter of the Lovestrand family. They have helped me gain a clearer picture of some events and relationships from that era.

I also wish to thank the staff at the Archive of the Vrije Universiteit in Amsterdam and the office of Assemblies of God in the Netherlands for connecting me to the right people and resources.  

Also, a “thank you” to my kids for giving their dad time to work on this book, and to my oldest daughter Amy, for taking the time to edit the manuscript. 

​​Recommendations

Charlotte Griffiths, 2019:

“...My dear husband, Dick Griffiths, and I were just speaking about Mr. Lit the other day! What a blessing he was, to have an Eurasian loving on and ministering to the Hatam people located in Manokwari before we ever began!... Henk Lit loved the Lord, and he had God’s heart in reaching the Papuans...”

Rebecca (Griffiths) Gardner former TEAM missionary:

“Miracles in Papua: From Java to Papua: Henk’s Journey from Atheism to Faith and the Transformation of the Hatam ” is Tim Lit’s fascinating story of how God converted and directed his grandfather, Henk Lit, through tough circumstances and unlikely people to ultimately reach a remote tribe with the Gospel.

Following clues in his grandfather’s autobiography, Tim Lit contacted children of the missionaries with whom Henk worked in Manokwari to verify historical details. That is how I came to read his amazing book.

I vaguely remember Henk Lit and his wife Johanna from my earliest years in Manokwari when they encouraged my parents who were new missionaries. When the Lit family had to leave the country, my parents took up Henk’s burden for the Hatam people, translating Scripture, doing medical work, and discipling believers. Tim Lit’s book was a nostalgic read, filled with names of people and places that make me homesick for the land in which I was raised. 

Christian history buffs, read this book if you love intriguing accounts proving God’s unrelenting desire to win lost sinners to Himself.

Moesje Margaretha Alt:

“In our Church, many were taught by our evangelist brother Henk Lit, who led them to Christ. They left their idols and accepted the Lord Jesus as their Savior.... Oh, it has greatly refreshed my heart that I was able to leave behind sincerely converted souls in both Indonesia and New Guinea under the leadership of our two faithful evangelists, brother Stephen in Surabaya and brother Henk Lit in Manokwari.”

Moesje Margaretha Alt-1883–1962 founder of the Pentecostal Missions church “Pinkster Zending” in Java, Papua and the Netherlands

Craig Preston - former TEAM missionary in Papua:

“The Bible says that Christ died for the ungodly - Romans 5:6-. This book, compiled by grandson Timothy Lit, is an account of the life of an atheist, Henk Lit, who grew up on the island of Java in the Dutch East Indies. In it the mercy and grace of God through Jesus Christ to Henk is described. Not only to Henk but through him God also brought the Gospel - the Good News of Jesus Christ- to the Hatam tribe and others in the area of Manokwari in Dutch New Guinea. 

In some ways this book is also a memorial of the hardship and difficulties endured by Dutch and Eurasian families going through the Second World War and the political turmoil that ensued, causing them to have to leave their homes. Mr. Timothy Lit has done a great favor to that generation and their descendants in keeping alive the knowledge of those hard times. In the midst of such turmoil the wisdom of God and the grace and mercy of God shines through the life of Henk Lit and his wife Johanna.”

​Foreword

In the story of God's work throughout history, some chapters remain hidden treasures, waiting to be discovered. The account of Henk and Johanna Lit is one such treasure—a story of faith, perseverance, and God's faithful hand at work in Manokwari between 1950 and 1962.

This book began simply as a grandson's desire to preserve family stories before they faded from memory. What emerged instead was a powerful testimony of how God uses ordinary people in extraordinary ways. In these pages, you'll meet a man who once firmly rejected faith and a woman of steady conviction, as together they navigated war, occupation, political uncertainty, and the daily challenges of raising a family in the coastal region of Manokwari.

What makes this story so compelling is its honesty. The Lit’s weren't perfect people with perfect faith. They were, like all of us, simply responding to God's direction one step at a time—often tired, sometimes uncertain, but ultimately faithful. Their journey shows us that God doesn't call the equipped; He equips the called.

Their work among the Hatam Papua in the area of Manokwari offers us a glimpse into a significant moment in mission history. More importantly, it reminds us that God's work moves forward not through elaborate strategies alone, but through the faithful presence of His people in places where healing is needed.

As you read, you'll witness barriers broken, relationships formed, and lives transformed—including Henk's own. You'll see how God prepared this family through every experience they endured, using even their difficulties as preparation for a greater purpose.

"Miracles in Papua" speaks to anyone who wonders if their everyday life matters in God's bigger plan. It bears witness to the truth expressed in John 5:17—"My Father has been working until now, and I have been working." God is always at work, even when we can't see it. The Lits' story shows how our faithful everyday actions can become part of His healing work in the world.

In today's world, where we often measure success by immediate results, this account offers a refreshing reminder of what God's impact truly looks like: showing up faithfully, loving consistently, and trusting God with results we might not see in our lifetime.

May this carefully researched and lovingly assembled story encourage you to see your own journey in a new light, recognizing that your life, too, is being woven into God's ongoing story of healing and restoration.

Tim Lit
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​​​PART I:
Early life in Dutch Indonesia
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​Born and raised in Dutch Indonesia
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​​Dutch atheist marries local royalty

Henk Lit was the son of Johan Albert Lit and Soemarlin. Johan was born in the city of Groningen, in the Netherlands. He arrived in Indonesia in 1912 to start his work career. In that time, most of the East Java Island inhabitants were Muslim, and the people of West Java had Hindu influences. There were also a lot of Chinese, Armenians, and Arabs who came there to trade. His wife, Soemarlin, was a Javanese elite woman from Solo, Central Java, and had no last name. Indonesians did not have a last name at that time. She descended from an elite family of the Kraton, a sultanate in Djokjakarta, Central Java.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
MIRACLES

¥ % b —— i,
MR i -
 — oy

From Java to Papua — Henks Journey from Atheism to
Faith and the Transformation of the Hatam
- -
TIM LIT






OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image010.jpg
MIRACLES

s

— P
A e ~ g

——

.-

From Java to Papua — Henks Journey from Atheism to
Faith and the Transformation of the Haram

- e






OEBPS/d2d_images/image021.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





