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            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      This book, “Be Filled With The Holy Spirit” is the seventh in the series “Practical Helps in Sanctification”. The books in this series that have already been written include the following:

      
        	Deliverance From Sin

        	The Way Of Sanctification

        	Sanctified And Consecrated For Spiritual Ministry

        	The Sower, The Seed, And The Hearts Of Men

        	Freedom From The Sin Of Adultery And Fornication

        	The Sin Before You May Lead To Immediate Death: Do Not Commit It!

        	Be Filled With The Holy Spirit

        	The Power Of The Holy Spirit In The Winning Of The Lost

        	Deliverance from the Sin of Gluttony

        	A Vessel of Honour

        	The Believer’s Conscience

        	Practical Dying To Self And

        	The Spirit-filled Life

        	Issues of The Heart

        	Rebellion

        	The Cross in Personal Relationships

      

      The greatest need of the hour is that everyone who is saved from the lake of fire by the blood that was shed on the Cross by the Lord Jesus be filled with the Holy Spirit. The Lord’s perfect will is that each believer be filled with the Holy Spirit and filled with power. The Bible says,

      
        
        “Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. Do not get drunk with wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit” (Ephesians 5: 17-18).

      

      

      The Lord wants to fill His children with the Holy Spirit and with His power. He is waiting anxiously to do this. Although He is anxious to do this, He can only fill those who are empty. Those who are filled with sin, self, the love of the world or the love of the things that are in the world cannot be filled with the Holy Spirit, because they are already filled with the wrong thing or with the wrong things.

      Below are seven heart conditions. The shaded part of the heart represents things in the heart that must be removed before the Lord can fill the heart. Some have more things standing in the way of their being filled with the Holy Spirit, while others have less. However, the Lord can only fill a heart to overflowing with the Holy Spirit when all that already fills the heart has been removed.
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      It is true that a believer whose heart is represented by diagram 6 has less that stands in the way of his being filled with the Holy Spirit than the believers whose hearts are represented by diagrams 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5. However, the believer whose heart is represented by diagram 6 must remove all that is left in his heart and life before he can qualify to be filled with the Holy Spirit, even as the believers whose hearts are represented by diagrams 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 must remove all that stands in the way.

      God’s purposes in the New Covenant are tied to people who are filled with the Holy Spirit. To be filled with the Holy Spirit, a person must remove every other thing that fills his heart and life. We have thought about the things that often fill the hearts of people and so hinder them from being filled with the Holy Spirit. Below is such a list. Study the list carefully, going from one item to another. If you find anything on the list in your life, you have found what separates you from being filled with the Holy Spirit. Acknowledge its presence in your life. Ask and receive from the Lord the power to hate its illegal presence in your life. Uproot it from your heart and throw it away. Carry out the necessary restitution and never allow it to come back into your heart and life.

      After you have uprooted all that should not be in your life, you will have a pure heart (diagram 7 above). You may have to fast and pray so as to soften your heart, so that some things that resist departure from the heart should effectively be pushed out of your heart and life.

      You may ask me how long it will take to remove all the things that are listed and which should not be in your heart. The answer is that it depends on you. It could take 584 minutes or 584 hours or 584 days or 584 months, depending on how willing your heart is to let go all the things that do not please the Lord. Yes, it will depend on how urgently you want to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Those who are in a hurry to be filled with the Holy Spirit will be in a hurry to remove the obstacles that stand between them and the Spirit-filled life. Such people will take no rest and give God no rest until the obstacles are removed.

      Immediately you present a pure heart to God, He will fill it with the Holy Spirit. He is eagerly waiting to fill you. Empty yourself without delay.

      
        
        Yaounde, 14th April, 2003.
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