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			Hannah's Prayer, Samuel's Call

			1 Samuel 1–3

		

		
			Objective: To show that God begins his redemptive work through weakness, prayer, and humble obedience rather than human power.

			Introduction

			The book of 1 Samuel begins in an unexpected way. Instead of trumpets announcing a king or soldiers rallying for battle, the opening scene focuses on a barren woman in tears. Hannah's emptiness mirrors Israel's national condition after the chaos of the book of Judges—hopeless, voiceless, and spiritually adrift. Yet it is in this very barrenness that God begins his work.

			As we trace Hannah's story, Eli's decline, and Samuel's call, we see that God delights to work in weakness, reversals, and unlikely places. Israel's monarchy—and ultimately Christ himself—will not begin in the war room but in the prayer room.

			Examination

			Hannah's prayer of surrender (1:1–28)

			The story opens with Elkanah and his two wives: Hannah, who is barren, and Peninnah, who taunts her mercilessly. Elkanah loves Hannah deeply but cannot understand her pain. His attempt to console her—“Am I not more to you than ten sons?”—only reveals how little he grasps her grief.

			Childlessness in ancient Israel was not merely a private sorrow; it was seen as shame, even a curse. Hannah's anguish is sharpened each year as Peninnah mocks her. But in her desperation, Hannah turns to the Lord. She pours out her soul in prayer, asking for a son and vowing to dedicate him to the Lord's service.

			This is the first great turning point. Hannah does not scheme, manipulate, or retaliate—she prays. Her vow is remarkable: she is ready to give back the very gift she longs for, living as if God has already answered. Prayer here is not bargaining but surrender.

			

			When Eli, the priest, mistakes her prayer for drunkenness, it highlights his dull spiritual vision. Yet once corrected, he blesses her, and Hannah leaves comforted—not because her circumstances have changed, but because she has entrusted them to God. Soon the Lord “remembers” her, and Samuel is born, his very name meaning “heard by God.”

			Hannah's prayerful dependence sets the stage for the whole book. Israel's future will not come from clever politics or brute force, but from God's gracious intervention in response to humble prayer.

			Hannah's song of reversal (2:1–11)

			In chapter 2, Hannah breaks forth in praise. Her song moves beyond personal thanksgiving to a sweeping vision of God's character and rule. She exults that God humbles the proud and lifts the lowly, reverses fortunes, and establishes his kingdom.

			This song is not just poetry—it is prophecy. It anticipates Israel's coming king, and ultimately Christ himself. Like Mary's Magnificat in Luke 1, Hannah's words proclaim that God is a God of great reversals. Where the world rewards pride and power, God exalts the humble and overturns the mighty.

			Hannah's horn—her strength—has been lifted by God, and this becomes a lens through which we must read the rest of 1–2 Samuel. Every twist of Israel's story will demonstrate this truth: God rules history, not men.

			Corruption in the priesthood (2:12–36)

			The narrative then contrasts Hannah's faithfulness with the wickedness of Eli's sons, Hophni and Phinehas. Though priests, they are described as “worthless men” who abused their sacred office. They seized offerings by force, consumed what belonged to God, and even sexually exploited women serving at the tabernacle.

			Eli rebukes them halfheartedly, but his failure to restrain them exposes his weakness as a leader. Worse still, he benefits from their corruption, enjoying the meat they stole. Their contempt for God's holiness is so severe that the Lord declares judgment: they will die, and Eli's priestly line will be cut off.

			In sharp contrast, young Samuel grows “in stature and in favor with the Lord.” Like a bright flower in a dunghill, Samuel's righteousness shines against the backdrop of spiritual rot.

			This section is sobering. It warns us that spiritual privilege is no shield against judgment. To mishandle God's holiness is to invite his wrath. Yet it also comforts us that God is not thwarted by corrupt leaders—he raises up his own servants to accomplish his purposes.

			Samuel's call and commission (3:1–21)

			The story of Samuel's call is beloved in children's classes, yet its message is weighty. The chapter begins with the chilling note: “The word of the Lord was rare in those days.” Spiritual famine hung over Israel. Eli, nearly blind, symbolizes the dimming light of Israel's priesthood. Yet “the lamp of God had not yet gone out”—a subtle hint of hope.

			Three times Samuel hears God's voice and mistakes it for Eli's. Finally Eli realizes what is happening and instructs Samuel to respond: “Speak, Lord, for your servant hears.”

			The Lord delivers a devastating word: judgment is coming upon Eli's house, and no sacrifice can atone for their sin. Though young, Samuel faithfully reports this message. In doing so, he steps into the prophetic role, becoming the first national prophet since Moses.

			From this moment on, “the Lord was with him,” and “all Israel knew that Samuel was established as a prophet.” The famine of God's word was over. The dawn had broken.

			

			Application

			1. God works through barrenness.

			When life feels empty, hopeless, or barren, God is not absent. Hannah's story reminds us that barrenness does not mean abandonment. Sometimes God allows emptiness to prepare us for a greater work of his grace. In seasons when our strength is gone and our resources exhausted, we are positioned to depend wholly on him. Like Hannah, we may weep bitterly and feel forgotten, yet God often uses these very moments to show that his power is made perfect in weakness. Our barrenness may be the soil in which new life grows. When everything else fails, God remains faithful. In his time, he turns emptiness into joy, proving that despair never has the last word—grace does.

			2. Prayer is power. Prayer changes us, and it shapes history.

			Hannah teaches us that prayer is not a last resort but our first and best response. She poured out her soul with raw honesty, asking boldly yet surrendering completely. Her prayer did not just bring peace to her heart—it set in motion God's plan for Samuel, whose ministry shaped Israel's history. In the same way, prayer still has the power to transform our lives and the world around us. Prayer aligns us with God's purposes, lifts our burdens, and restores hope even before circumstances change. When we pray, we join our weakness to his strength. Prayer remains the believer's greatest weapon and the surest pathway to peace.

			3. Leadership without holiness is ruin.

			Ministry without integrity leads to disaster. The tragedy of Eli's sons warns us that religious activity is no substitute for a holy life. They wore priestly garments and handled sacred duties, yet their hearts were corrupt, and their ministry became a cloak for greed and lust. Eli himself allowed compromise to fester until judgment fell on his house. For us, this is a sobering reminder that leadership divorced from holiness is destined to collapse. God values integrity over image, faithfulness over appearance. Influence without obedience is a dangerous illusion. True leadership in God's kingdom flows from humility, purity, and devotion. When leaders walk closely with God, their service builds others up. Without holiness, ministry ruins everyone involved.

			4. Hearing God's voice matters.

			Our security lies not in cleverness but in responsiveness to God's Word. Samuel's call shows us the importance of listening when God speaks. Unlike Eli's sons, who ignored every warning, Samuel responded with humility: “Speak, Lord, for your servant hears.” This posture of openness became the foundation of his prophetic ministry. Today, God still speaks through his Word The challenge is whether we will listen. Clever strategies or human wisdom cannot replace obedience to God's voice. Security in life comes not from predicting the future or controlling outcomes, but from trusting and obeying the God who sees all. A receptive heart will always be safer than a brilliant mind closed to God's truth.

			

			Conclusion

			First Samuel 1–3 reminds us that God's story begins not with strength but with weakness, not with power but with prayer. Hannah's whispered petition, Eli's tragic blindness, and Samuel's prophetic call all weave together to show us the God who humbles the proud, exalts the lowly, and stubbornly pursues his purposes. In Christ, the true Prophet, Priest, and King, the dawn has broken over our barrenness. Our call is simple: pray, trust, obey—and watch the God of reversals at work.

			Reflection

			
					Why is Hannah's barrenness important to the story of Israel?

					How did Hannah's prayer differ from mere bargaining with God?

					What does Hannah's song (2:1–10) teach us about God's character?

					How did Eli's sons abuse their role, and what was the consequence?

					Why was Samuel's call such a turning point for Israel?

			

			Discussion

			
					How does Hannah's perseverance in prayer encourage you in your struggles?

					What practices help you cultivate a life of prayerful dependence on God?

					In what ways can spiritual privilege become dangerous if divorced from obedience?

					How can we discern God's voice today and remain responsive to his Word?

					Where have you seen God bring life out of your own barrenness?
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			The Ark & God's Glory

			1 Samuel 4–7

		

		
			Objective: To show that God's sovereign glory cannot be manipulated, only honored through repentance and obedience.

			Introduction

			Few stories in Scripture are more dramatic than the ark narrative in 1 Samuel 4–7. Israel faced crushing defeat, the ark was captured, and Eli's house collapsed. To the human eye, God's glory seemed gone. Yet in the darkness, he displayed his sovereignty—humbling Israel, humiliating Dagon, and thundering against the Philistines. These chapters remind us that God cannot be manipulated, domesticated, or reduced to a symbol. He is the ultimate heavyweight whose hand directs history. When his people repent and call on him, he brings victory and peace. The message is clear: God's presence is holy, his glory weighty, and his promises sure.

			Examination

			The ark misused and glory departed (4:1–22)

			Israel faced the Philistines in battle at Ebenezer and suffered defeat, losing four thousand men. Rather than seeking God's word through Samuel, Israel's leaders presumed that bringing the ark into battle would guarantee victory. They treated the ark as a talisman rather than honoring the Lord of Hosts whom it represented. The result was catastrophic: 30,000 soldiers were slaughtered, Eli's corrupt sons were killed, and the ark itself was captured.

			News of the ark's capture killed Eli, whose fall from his seat symbolized the end of his priestly rule. The birth of Ichabod, whose name means “no glory,” summed up the despair—Israel believed the glory had departed. Yet this was not a failure of divine power but a display of divine judgment. God was disciplining his people for their sin.

			Dagon humbled and the Philistines struck (5:1–12)

			

			The Philistines carried the ark to Ashdod and placed it in the temple of Dagon as a trophy of victory. But the next morning Dagon's idol had toppled before the ark as though bowing in worship. When the idol was set back up, it fell again the next day, this time shattered with its head and hands severed. The God of Israel was declaring his supremacy over the gods of the nations.

			Following this humiliation of Dagon, the Lord's hand grew heavy against Ashdod, Gath, and Ekron. The Philistines suffered plagues and panic wherever the ark went. What they thought was a prize turned out to be a curse. The true heavyweight was not Dagon but Yahweh, whose glory cannot be mocked.
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