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 PREFACE


In this digital daze we live in, pondering is
virtually becoming a lost art. The pace of the planet keeps pulling
us along at a speed that few can keep up with. The rapid changes in
technology, social values, and cultural processing seem to be
forcing us to spend more time trying to adjust to changes than to
consider them in any real detail and depth. If the so-called
advancements to humanity continue at their current rate, thinking
may become obsolete. It has already become optional for millions of
people.

“Turn and face the strange changes.”

~D. Bowie

Pondering links to meditation; meditation links
to contemplation; and contemplation links to thinking. Each of those terms has at its base the principle of thinking
things through - giving our attention through thought.

“Look up, and be alert to what is going on around
Christ - that’s where the action is. See things from His
perspective.”

~Colossians 3:3

(The Message)

“Cease striving and know that I God:

I will be exalted among the nations,

I will be exalted in the earth.”

~Psalm 46:10

(NASB)


SET YOUR SIGHTS ABOVE

(Colossians 3:1-3)

Set your *affection on things above,

and not on earthly things

For you are dead,

and your life is hidden with Christ, in God

So brothers be thankful,

and let His Word dwell in your hearts with love

Share with each other, take care of each other,

and set your sights above

If you are risen with Christ, our Savior,

then He is your all in all

And the peace of God, dwelling in your hearts,

is the peace to which you’re called

So sisters be thankful,

and let His Word dwell in your hearts with love

Whatever you do, let His Spirit show through,

and set your sights above

Learn charity through faithfulness,

doing all for Christ, our King

Giving praise to God with gratefulness,

bringing honor to His name

(W. Berry, See and Say Songs, BMI)

*Affection (Mind / KJV) – To
exercise the mind. To be mentally disposed (in a certain
direction). To interest oneself in (with concern or obedience). To
care for or about. From a word meaning cognitive understanding.


“Heaven is calling for you to come higher

To see everything from a new point of view

To be seated with Jesus in heavenly places

From His perspective everything is made new”

(David Binion, Joshua Dufrene, John Brockman)

The Bible provides a considerable amount of
information regarding how our minds should be actively engaged in
matters related to the consideration of Scriptures, and also to how
we are to live our lives based on what we learn.

“People with their minds set on You, You will
keep completely whole, steady on their feet, because they keep at
it and don’t quit. Depend on God and keep at it because in the Lord
God you have a sure thing.”

~Isaiah 26:3-4

(The Message)

“Love the Lord your God with all your passion and
prayer and intelligence…”

~Matthew 22:37/Mark 12:30/Luke 10:27

(The Message)

{Also see Romans 7:25, 12:2; 2 Corinthians 8:12;

Ephesians 4:23; Hebrews 8:10; 1 Peter 1:13}

“One of the things that has happened in the last
hundred and a few more years is that society, through its
institutions, has very carefully taken Christ’s teachings and set
them out of the domain of knowledge and put them in an area called
faith. That shift has deprived faith of its power, because faith is
never meant to exist apart from knowledge, where knowledge is
possible. What is possible through the Scriptures and the actions
of God in history is knowledge – knowledge of God, knowledge of
human life – and that dignity has to be restored.”

~D. Willard

“Place your hand on your forehead, and say,
‘engage.’”

~Bishop Tudor Bismark


INTRODUCTION

I am a
teaching Levite. That’s part of what I’m called to do in service
for my Lord by serving His people. I base that comment on two
things – Scripture and experience.

“He gave the priest detailed instructions and
encouraged them in the work of leading worship in The Temple of
God. He also told the Levites who were in charge of *teaching and
guiding Israel in all matters of worship (they were especially
consecrated for this).”

~2 Chronicles 35:2-3

(The Message)

*Teaching (from Strong’s Concordance) – To
separate mentally; to consider or understand; to inform; to cause
to discern.

This manuscript is a sacrificial offering of
worship intended to bring honor and glory to the Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost (Colossians 3:17). It is my hope that in some way it
will be used to advance the Kingdom of God.

Although it’s entitled
Pondering(s) it’s not
really addressing pondering, as such. I’ve already
briefly addressed the meaning of pondering in the preface. The
focus of each chapter will be on four specific personal
ponderings:

Consecration / Worship / Presence /
Discipleship

I am purposed to try and share
some of the insights the Lord has given me regarding each of those
topics. I consider all four of them as stepping stones for me
personally as they relate to how I’ve continued to walk out
my faith through “a long obedience in the same direction” as Eugene
Peterson once said, quoting (of all people) Friedrich
Nietzsche.

I believe that my relationship to/with the
Lord, Christ Jesus, requires me to try and develop a personal
theology that I can hold to, testify to, and live out (1 Peter 3:15
- The Message). For the most part, what you’ll read on the pages
that follow will be based on what I see, what I believe, and what
I’m still trying to understand in regards to the four specific
subjects of my pondering.

I’ve attempted to present my thoughts as
clearly as possible because it’s important to me that I’m
understood. I hope you’ll be able to get on, and stay on, the same
page with me throughout this manuscript. However, I’m not too
concerned with whether you agree with me or not regarding what I
have to say. I’m not seeking for unity of agreement. For the most
part, I’m only concerned about unity of understanding. Here’s
why:

There are many highways leading up to Zion
(Psalm 84:5 - NASB). There are also many wells to draw up from
along the way (Isaiah 12:3). The #1 priority should be that we are
headed in the same direction.

“There is one body and one Spirit, just as also
you were called in one hope of your calling: one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through
all and in all.”

~Ephesians 4:3-4

(NASB)

How blessed are those whose strength is in You, in
whose hearts are the highway(s) to Zion!

Passing through the valley of Baca they make it a
place of springs; the early rain also covers it with blessings.
They go from strength to strength until every one of them appears
before God in Zion.”

~Psalm 84:5-7

(NASB)


WELLS OF SALVATION

(Isaiah 12:3)

“With joy will I draw water

Out of the wells of salvation

This is the day I will say, ‘Praise the Lord’

My God is the Rock on which I stand

He rescued me from a barren land

This is the day I will say, ‘Praise the Lord’”

(W. Berry, See and Say Songs, BMI)


Consider this a handbook
of sorts to use as a guide on the roadway you’re currently traveling. As they say in Africa,
Journey mercies. Go well, be well
(an old African blessing).

“My left foot says, ‘Glory,’ and my right foot
says, ‘Amen.’”

~Annie Dillard



 CHAPTER 1


Pondering Consecration

Some twenty or so years ago I had the honor
of studying under the direction of Professor Robert Weber at the
Institute for Worship Studies. As a student I picked up a teaching
tool from him that has served me well over the years. Often in his
classes, he used what he called a “working definition” when he
wanted his students to focus in on a certain word or topic. Here’s
how it worked:

He would explain to the class
that he wanted everyone to consider his “working definition” as a
point of agreement in terms of understanding or belief. He didn’t
care if the students had a different idea of their own (in terms of
meaning), nor did he necessarily intend for them to believe as he
did. However, for the sake of a unified understanding, he
encouraged the students to accept his “working definition” in order
to move everyone along together as he taught. That being said,
here’s my “working definition” for consecration:

{Consecration is the setting apart of any
person, place or thing for acts of holy service.}

The ponderings to follow will all be
unpacked out of that definition. So, let’s begin.

The first thing I have to say about how the
process of consecration works is that we must begin by determining
what acts of holy service are. Why? Because you cannot consecrate
acts of unholy service. Doing so would be a contradiction in terms.
I suppose you could approach this by saying that you’d first have
to determine what unholy acts are, and then not do them. Otherwise,
the very act of consecration would be compromised. Are you tracking
what I’m saying here?

If not, perhaps you should allow yourself a
little pondering space while you read what I’ve just said again.
Having a grasp on this first point will have a direct bearing on
what follows in this chapter.

The best example of consecration from my
personal point of view would be what takes place when someone
surrenders their life to Christ by accepting Him as Savior. When
that happens, almost everyone who comes to salvation prays a prayer
which basically says something like, “I give my life to you, Lord.”
We then receive reconciliation through our initial act of
consecration, and the saving *grace of God (Ephesians 2:8). Even if
we’ve never heard the word or understood the concept, what we have
done is to set ourselves apart for holy service to God, through
Christ’s Spirit, which is, by definition, exactly what it means to
be consecrated.

*Grace is the empowering Presence of God, enabling me to be
who He created me to be, so I can do what He calls me to
do.

However, that formative first step of
consecration isn’t all there is to living a consecrated life (or
lifestyle). Step one births you into God’s Kingdom, but it doesn’t
grow you up into it. There are many more steps ahead we are called
to take regarding consecration before we reach a level of spiritual
maturity in matters of service unto our Lord (see Ephesians 4:15; 1
Peter 2:2; 2 Peter 3:18).

I’m going to continue opening
up an understanding for you about this process. But, for the sake
of clarity, I’d like you to consider a
particular aspect of how the use of biblical language can sometimes
be confusing.

In the KJV (and a few other
translations) the words sanctification and
consecration are
sometimes interchangeable. On occasion one word can be used instead
of the other, and vice versa. That can be confusing if you haven’t
worked with both topics as distinct from one another. Having
handled both topics for several years of study, and practical
application, I have no problem or issue with how the words are
interchanged – because I see a difference, and I understand how
that difference can (or should) be considered. Let me explain by
using a scriptural example:

In Joshua 3:5 we read that
Joshua is giving the wilderness children a directive to follow. He
says to the people, “consecrate
yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among
you.”

“For God Himself works on our souls, in their
deepest depths, taking increasing control as we are progressively
willing to be prepared for His wonder.”

~T. Kelly

Clearly that verse is placing the
responsibility upon the people to set themselves apart. To do so
requires something of them on an individual and personal level. The
holy service that Joshua is calling the people to offer is meant to
prompt them to make themselves available to God. Therefore, you
could say that consecration was their work in the context of that
verse. Thereafter as believers – on a personal level - it becomes
our work too, if we are purposed and intentional about offering
ourselves to God through our own act(s) of consecration.

On the other hand, we find that the
principle or practice of sanctification in the New Testament is the
work of the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 1:2). Such a process empowered by
and implemented through the Holy Spirit is the very process by
which He conforms us into the character, nature, and personality of
our Lord, Christ Jesus. The Spirit does the work we cannot do
ourselves. We cannot convert or conform our own lives into the
likeness of our Savior, for that is one of the major roles the
Spirit is here to do. I’ll say it this way:

The Holy Spirit sanctifies
what we give Him to sanctify through our personal and individual
act(s) of consecration. The two roles work in conjunction with each
other and they are (in a biblical sense) necessary for the process
to work properly. We do our work, and the Spirit does His. Consider
all that from this perspective: “Therefore
humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, the He may exalt
you at the proper time…” (1 Peter 5:6a).
It is our job to humble ourselves through the process and practice
of consecration. It is God’s job, through the Spirit, and at His
will, to exalt us (1 Thessalonians 4:3). If we insist on doing
God’s job, then He has no choice but to do ours.

{Selah…pause and ponder}

To further clarify what I’m saying, consider
this:

In the KJV, Joshua 3:5 uses the word
sanctify instead of consecrate. That’s where the language can get
confusing. If consecration is our job (as Joshua clearly states
that it is), then how are we to sanctify ourselves since the New
Testament clearly states that to be the work of the Holy Spirit?
You may not agree with my theological approach in this matter. But,
in order to proceed from here, I encourage you to withhold any
judgment that may put you at odds with me until I develop my
thoughts further.

Ready or Not:

Let’s look at the Joshua 3:5 verse with a
little more attention to the details it provides us:

Joshua tells the people to
consecrate themselves in preparation for the wonders God is going
to do the following day – tomorrow. So, when are the people to
perform their act(s) of consecration? The answer to that is found
in a word that isn’t in the text, but is nonetheless implied in it.
The verse could/should read, “Consecrate
yourselves (today), for tomorrow God will do wonders among
you.” The actions required in order for
consecration to be in place are to take place prior to the need for them to be
established. Joshua is saying that God’s movement among the people
(His awesome deeds) are going to take place tomorrow -
after the people have
consecrated themselves. I take that to mean that not being
spiritually prepared for God to move prior to Him doing so has a
direct bearing on how available a person or persons are to being in
on the action when He starts to move. In other words, the lack of
consecration in a believer’s life can have a direct bearing on how
available they are to take part in acts of holy service. Their
ability to get in on a move of God then becomes limited. We can
miss out on at least some portion of God’s Presence, power, and
purpose as He moves if we are not first prepared spiritually for
such movement when it begins. I would call that a lack of
consecration, wouldn’t you?

There are theological
exceptions to the practice of consecration being solely our
responsibility. However, the exception doesn’t cancel out someone’s
individual or personal obligation of putting the process to work.
No. Rather, it merely modifies it. I’ll show you what I mean by
looking at Jeremiah 1:5 which says, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you
were born I consecrated you…”
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