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Vulture Returns
by Mark Lord

The Vulture

 


They called me
‘The Vulture’. Wherever there was a battle in this godforsaken
world then I was sure to be there. I had been a soldier in the
King’s army, but then I became a mercenary, a sword for hire. I
followed the smell of blood and I gloried in killing. The money was
useful—whores, drink, more weapons—such things must be paid for.
But I didn’t do it for the money.

I did it for
love.

I would like to
say that this is my story, but I am a modest, and an honest man, so
in truth this tale is a window into a world, which is open for a
short time before the wind blows it in. You, my gentle reader, are
lucky not to pass into the world beyond that window—it would be
like coming face to face with evil itself.

 


§

 


Realh Dorn was
a country always at war. When it couldn’t find a neighbour to fight
then its inhabitants fought amongst themselves. Names of wars such
as the Eight, the Twenty, the Fifteen Years Wars had no meaning in
a country like Realh Dorn. There was, long ago, a time known as the
Seven Month Truce, but many people now consider that to be a tale
told by old women to scare young children.

Even I found
the number of battles in Realh Dorn tiresome, so in the summer of
the Year of our Denial (Y.D.) 568, I decided to take a leave of
absence from Realh Dorn, where I had been reaving, killing,
pillaging, burning, and ravaging for three years without a break. I
was tired and I needed to rest. My arm was tired. I think I had
developed a sprain in it. The physician I spoke to before I burned
down his house told me that the tendons in it were strained from
overuse caused by the repetition of certain movements of the arm in
a continuous fashion. I think he meant that I had been killing too
much with my sword, and perhaps he hoped that I would save him. He
was old and I respect the opinion of my elders, so I did listen to
him. Instead of my sword I gutted him with a dagger that I had in
my left hand. His wife and daughters were none too happy to see how
I repaid him for his consultation. So they paid as well with their
lives. I treated them well though. I killed them quickly and
without pain, and I raped none of them. The so called regular
troops of the King’s army would have treated them worse. They would
have screwed their brains out and left them cut and bleeding for
thieves and wolves to pick over. I may be called The Vulture, but I
don’t like to pick over carrion.

OEBPS/cover.jpg
Vulture
¢ Returns

Ten Tasks
for The Vulture,
Volume 1





