
    
      Crisis and Continuity in Revolutionary Industrial Strategy: A Comparative Analysis of the British Socialist Workers Party and the European Fourth International
    

    
      The evolution of revolutionary socialist intervention within the trade union movement since the mid-twentieth century offers a profound case study in the adaptation, and sometimes the degeneration, of Marxist praxis. At the heart of this historical trajectory lies a fundamental tension between the necessity of building independent, rank-and-file organizations and the pragmatic pressures of navigating large, reformist trade union bureaucracies. For the British Socialist Workers Party (SWP), a period of unprecedented industrial influence in the early 1970s was followed by a strategic pivot—the "downturn" theory—which many critics argue has led to an institutionalized reliance on the union bureaucracy.
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       In contrast, various sections of the Fourth International (FI) in Europe have pursued divergent models, ranging from the leadership of radical "base" unions in Italy to the navigation of "broad party" projects in Spain and Portugal, often maintaining a more direct, if numerically smaller, industrial implantation.
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      The British Socialist Workers Party: From Shop-Floor Power to Bureaucratic Mediation
    

    
      The industrial history of the SWP is defined by its transition from the "Rank and File" movement of the 1970s to a contemporary orientation characterized by participation in "Broad Left" electoral slates and the lobbying of union executives.
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       This trajectory is not merely a change in tactics but represents a fundamental shift in how the party conceptualizes the relationship between the revolutionary vanguard and the mass organizations of the working class.
    

    
      The Peak of Influence: The 1970s and the Rank-and-File Strategy
    

    
      The early 1970s represented the high-water mark of post-war class struggle in Britain, a period where the International Socialists (IS), the precursor to the SWP, achieved significant industrial weight.
      1
       This era was defined by the power of the shop stewards' movement—a layer of over 300,000 elected workplace representatives who operated with a high degree of autonomy from the official union leadership.
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       The IS strategy was built around the "Rank and File" model, which sought to connect these militant sections into a national movement capable of acting independently of the reformist bureaucracy.
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            Industry/Union Sector
          

        
        	
          
            Key IS/SWP Publications (1970s)
          

        
        	
          
            Primary Industrial Focus
          

        
        	
          
            Impact and Influence
          

        
      

      
        	
          
            Education (NUT)
          

        
        	
          
            Rank and File Teacher
          

        
        	
          
            School-level organizing; challenging the NUT executive.
          

        
        	
          
            Established a permanent left opposition in teaching that lasted decades.
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            Engineering (AUEW)
          

        
        	
          
            The Carworker
          

        
        	
          
            Factory-based steward networks; opposing productivity deals.
          

        
        	
          
            High influence in the motor industry, particularly in the Midlands and North West.
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            Public Sector (NALGO/NUPE)
          

        
        	
          
            Public Service Worker
          

        
        	
          
            Mobilizing the new "white-collar" unionism.
          

        
        	
          
            Significant recruitment among local government and health workers.
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            Docks/Transport (TGWU)
          

        
        	
          
            The Dockworker
          

        
        	
          
            Opposing containerization and defending the closed shop.
          

        
        	
          
            Played a key role in the Pentonville Five mobilization of 1972.
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