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IN A WORLD WHERE POWER is a game of shadows, two minds — Sun Tzu and Chanakya — rewrite the art of war and diplomacy. From the Peacock Throne to the poisoned dagger, Throne, Strategy, and Sword: Masterminds of the East unveils the secret history of those who ruled the East yet thought like the West. The throne belonged to no one — only to the one who could outthink fate itself.
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*Thrones, Thrones, and Swords: The Planners of the East* —
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It's a great title.

––––––––
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AND THAT TWIST IS JUST right: *The Eastern Throne, the Eastern Conspiracy, the Eastern Sword... But the prince thinks like Machiavelli. *

––––––––
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YOU JUST ARRANGE THE entire conflict in one line.

––––––––
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* WHY IT WORKS SO WELL

––––––––
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ELEMENTAL MEANING OF the Conflict You Created

––––––––
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**THRONE**Power/Justification. The atmosphere of Chandragupta's peacock throne. 

The prince became the heir to the Eastern Crown

––––––––
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**STRATEGY*

*Strategy/Deception. The words are of Chanakya. But its method is of *The prince*, not *Arthashastra*

––––––––
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**SWORD**Force. Sun Tzu's Last Tactic Eastern.

Court Expects Poison + Patience, He Wants a Sharp Blow
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**Planner of the East*
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* Planners of the East. So everyone around him is trained by Chanakya... 

Except for himself.

––––––––
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*MACHIAVELLI VS. CHANAKYA in the same court = instant tension

––––––––
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1. *MACHIAVELLI*: "It is better to be afraid than to love. Crush the enemies quickly. "

––––––––
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2. *CHANAKYA*: "DESTROY the enemy yourself. Never look cruel. Wait years if you need to. "

––––––––
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3. *CONCLUSION*: THE minister thinks the prince is careless. The prince thinks that the minister is a coward

They are. Both are right, both are wrong.

––––––––
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IT'S A *BATTLE BEHIND a smile*. Smiling is the etiquette of the Eastern court. War is a Western versus Eastern state strategy.

––––––––
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*SCENE IDEAS THAT THIS title has just unlocked

––––––––
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1. *COURT ASTROLOGER* warns "Kritika Nakshatra says wait 3 months. Prince: "My stars are Roman. We move on tonight. "

2. *Poison Test*: The minister slowly brings poison to the enemy king. The prince made a sword: "Why wait? I'll ride now. "

3. *Sun Tzu Quote Scene*: Old General Quote "The high art is to overcome without fighting. To quote Prince Machiavelli:

––––––––
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"MEN SHOULD EITHER BE loved or crushed. "

––––––––
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THE WHOLE DIWAN IS divided.

––––––––
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*THE COVER TAGLINE AUTOMATICALLY writes:*  

––––––––
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"HE RULED THE EAST. 

He thought like the West. 

The throne belonged to no one. " _

––––––––
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THEY'RE NOT JUST MIXING philosophies. We are showing what happens when globalization arrives at the palace 2,300 years ago. 

––––––––
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MAY I DESCRIBE THREE ways in which the first episode might imply that he's Machiavelli without saying "Machiavelli" — so that readers feel it first before you name it?
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The Lion and the Fox: The History of the Tricks
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Perfect. Here are 3 “show, don’t tell” ways to reveal the prince is Machiavellian in episode 1 — no names dropped:

––––––––
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*1. The Mercy Test — He fails it on purpose

––––––––
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*SETUP*: Eastern court tradition. A captured rebel general is brought before the new prince. Chanakya’s doctrine: Publicly forgive him, privately turn him into a spy. This shows strength + virtue. Whole diwan expects mercy.

––––––––
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*WHAT YOUR PRINCE DOES*: 

Listens to vizier’s advice... then draws تلوار and executes the general himself, in open court. No trial, no poison, no patience.

Dialogue beat*: 

––––––––
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VIZIER WHISPERS: “MI Lord, people will call you a tyrant.”  

––––––––
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PRINCE, WIPING BLADE: “Let them. Feared men aren’t tested twice. Loved men are tested daily.”

––––––––
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*Reader feels*: This isn’t Chandragupta’s heir. This is someone who read _The Prince_ Ch. 17.

––––––––
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*2. The Astrologer Scene — He breaks the ritual*

––––––––
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*SETUP*: Coronation can’t happen until royal astrologer finds _muhurta_. Chanakya’s rule: Even if you don’t believe, use it to control the court. Stars = legitimacy.

––––––––
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*WHAT YOUR PRINCE DOES*:

––––––––
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WALKS IN WHILE ASTROLOGER is mid-calculation. “What do the stars say?”  

Astrologer: “Shehzade, we must wait 27 days. Krittika is weak...”  

Prince picks up the horoscope, drops it in a diya. “My reign starts when I say. Tell Mashriq their منصوبہ ساز doesn’t ask permission from fire.”

––––––––
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*READER FEELS*: HE JUST burned 3000 years of Eastern statecraft to prove a point. Machiavelli Ch. 6: “Armed prophets succeed, unarmed ones fail.”

––––––––
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*3. The Lion and Fox — He chooses wrong, then justifies it*
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*Setup*: 
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Chanakya’s core teaching: “King must be a lion and a fox at once. Fox to find traps, lion to scare wolves.” 

Eastern way = fox first, lion only if needed.

––––––––
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*WHAT YOUR PRINCE DOES*:

––––––––
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ENEMY VASSAL SENDS insulting tribute. Viziers suggest “تزوير”: send poisoned gift back, let him die in 6 months, no war. 

––––––––
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PRINCE INSTEAD CALLS the army. “Prepare riders. We leave at dawn.”  

––––––––
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OLD GENERAL: “BUT SHEHZADE, Sun Tzu says—”  

––––––––
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PRINCE: “SUN TZU NEVER ruled. Lions who ask foxes for permission end up in cages.”

––––––––
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*READER FEELS*: HE KNOWS the metaphor but rejects it. Machiavelli Ch. 18 literally says you must be both, but “if you must choose, be the lion.” He chose.

––––––––
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*THREAD TYING ALL 3*: 

––––––––
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EASTERN COURT RUNS on *patience, ritual, deniability*. Your prince runs on *speed, spectacle, responsibility*.  

––––––––
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BY END OF EPISODE 1, readers won’t know “Machiavelli” — they’ll know “this guy will burn the playbook to win.”

––––––––
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* THRONE, STRATEGY, and Sword: Masterminds of the East * — that’s a killer title.

––––––––
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AND THAT TWIST IS PERFECT: *Eastern throne, Eastern plotting, Eastern sword... but the prince thinks like Machiavelli.*

––––––––
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YOU JUST SET UP THE whole conflict in one line.

––––––––
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WHY THIS WORKS SO WELL:
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Why it works
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Throne → Book 1 (Peacock Throne, prince, intrigue)

	
Strategy → Book 2 (Sun Tzu & Chanakya, diplomacy as war)

	
Sword → The constant threat (poison, dagger, war)

	
Masterminds of the East → Frames Sun Tzu + Chanakya as anchors, leaves room for Hannibal, Kautilya, or other strategists later.



––––––––
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IT HAS THE SAME weight and rhythm as the Urdu title, while being clear and memorable for international readers.

––––––––
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ELEMENT MEANING THE clash you built

––––––––
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**تخت** POWER/LEGITIMACY. Chandragupta’s peacock throne vibe  Prince inherits Eastern crown

––––––––
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**تزویر** STRATEGY/DECEIT. Chanakya’s word But his playbook is *The Prince*, not *Arthashastra*

––––––––
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**تلوار** FORCE. SUN Tzu’s last resort Eastern court expects poison + patience, he wants quick stabs

––––––––
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**مشرق کے منصوبہ ساز** Planners of the East So everyone around him is Chanakya-trained... except him

––––––––
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*MACHIAVELLI VS CHANAKYA in the same court = instant tension:*

1. *Machiavelli*: “It’s better to be feared than loved. Crush enemies fast.”

2. *Chanakya*: “Make the enemy destroy himself. Never look cruel. Wait years if needed.”

3. *Result*: Viziers think the prince is reckless. Prince thinks viziers are cowards. Both are right, both are wrong.

––––––––
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THAT’S OUR *مسکراہٹ کے پیچھے جنگ* right there. The smile is the Eastern court etiquette. The war is Western vs Eastern statecraft.

*Scene ideas this title just unlocked:

––––––––
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1. *COURT ASTROLOGER* warns “Krittika nakshatra says wait 3 months.” Prince: “My stars are Roman. We move tonight.”

––––––––
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2. *Poison test*: Vizier brings slow poison for enemy king. Prince draws tلوار: “Why wait? I’ll ride now.”

––––––––
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3. *SUN TZU QUOTE SCENE*: Old general quotes “supreme art is subduing without fighting.” Prince quotes Machiavelli: “Men must be either pampered or crushed.” Whole diwan splits.

––––––––
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*COVER TAGLINE WRITES itself:

––––––––
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_“HE RULED THE EAST. He thought like the West. The throne belonged to neither.”_

––––––––
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YOU’RE NOT JUST MIXING philosophies. You’re showing what happens when globalization hits the palace 2300 years early.

––––––––
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WANT ME TO SKETCH 3 ways the first episode can reveal he’s Machiavellian without saying “Machiavelli” — so readers feel it before you name it

––––––––
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*EXCELLENT. HERE ARE 3 "show, tell" ways to make the prince appear Machiavellian in Episode 1 — no names taken:
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*1. The test of mercy — he deliberately fails*
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*Setup*: Traditions of the Eastern Court. 

An imprisoned rebel general is presented to the new prince. 

––––––––
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CHANAKYA'S IDEOLOGY: Forgive him publicly, make him a spy in private. 

It shows strength + virtue. 

––––––––
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THE ENTIRE DIWAN EXPECTS mercy.

––––––––
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*WHAT DOES YOUR PRINCE do?* 

––––––––

[image: ]


LISTENS TO THE MINISTER'S advice... Then he draws his sword and kills the general in open court. No trial, no poison, no patience.

––––––––
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*DIALOG BEAT*: 

––––––––
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THE MINISTER WHISPERS: "Sir, people will call you a tyrant. "  

––––––––
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PRINCE, WIPING HIS sword: "Let them do it. Frightened men are not tested again. Beloved men are tested daily. "

––––––––
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*READER FEELS*: THIS is not the heir of Chandragupta. This is the person who _ 

The Prince

Chapter 17 has been read. 

[image: ]
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*2. The Astrologer's Scene — He Breaks the Ritual*




*Setup*:
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––––––––
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THE CORONATION CANNOT take place until the royal astrologer finds _mahor_.

––––––––
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CHANAKYA'S PRINCIPLE: Even if you don't believe it, use it to control the court. 

––––––––
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STARS = JUSTIFICATION.

––––––––
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*WHAT DOES YOUR PRINCE do?*

––––––––
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THE ASTROLOGER COMES in in the middle of the calculations.

––––––––
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"WHAT DO THE STARS SAY?"  

––––––––
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ASTROLOGER: "PRINCE, we have to wait 27 days. Kritika is weak..."  

––––––––
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PRINCE LIFTS THE BRIDGE and drops it in a day. 

––––––––
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"MY GOVERNMENT BEGINS when I say it. Tell the East that their planner does not ask permission from the fire. "

––––––––
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*READER'S Feeling: It took 3,000 years for the Eastern State strategy to prove one thing. 

––––––––
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MACHIAVELLI CHAPTER 6: 

"Armed prophets succeed, unarmed fail. "

[image: ]

*3. The Lion and the Fox — He Makes the Wrong Choice, Then Justifies It*

––––––––

[image: ]


*ORDER*: 

––––––––
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CHANAKYA'S BASIC TEACHING: "The king should be a lion and a fox."

To find fox traps, lions to scare wolves.

––––––––
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" EASTERN WAY = FOX First, Lion Only When Needed. 

––––––––
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*WHAT DOES YOUR PRINCE do?*

––––––––
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THE ENEMY'S SUBORDINATE sends an insulting tribute. Ministers are advised to "resign": send back the poisonous gift, let it die in 6 months, no war. 

––––––––
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INSTEAD, THE PRINCE calls in the army. 

––––––––
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"GET READY, RIDER. WE'LL leave early in the morning. "  

––––––––

[image: ]


OLD GENERAL: "BUT PRINCE, Sun Tzu says—"

––––––––
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PRINCE: "SUN TZU NEVER ruled. Tigers who ask the foxes for permission eventually end up in a cage. "

––––––––
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*THE READER FEELS*: He knows the metaphor but rejects it. 

Chapter 18

Machiavelli

[image: ]

Machiavelli

Literally says you're both, but "be a lion if you have to choose." "He made a choice.

––––––––
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* THREAD CONNECTING the three: 

––––––––
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THE EASTERN DURBAR follows *patience, ritual, refusal*. Your prince walks on *speed, spectacle, responsibility*

By the end of Episode 1, readers won't know "Machiavelli" — they'll know that "this guy will burn the playbook to win."

[image: ]

*Yes. Let's write scene 2 —
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"The Astrologer's View"  
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It will show three things in one scene: the throne, the throne, and that the prince is Western.

—-

[image: ]


*LOCATION: Darbar, at sunrise. The lighting of the torches. 

The astrologer is spreading the horoscope on the earth.

The minister, the commander-in-chief are all standing with their heads bowed.

––––––––
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*ASTROLOGER*: (WITH folded hands) Sir... Muhurat has been taken out for the coronation. Kritika Nakshatra is weak. Mars in the 8th house... If the throne were to be ascended today...

––––––––

[image: ]


*MINISTER*: (IN A WHISPER) The prince takes advice from the planning stars of the East. 

––––––––
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CHANDRAGUPTA HAD ALSO waited for three months. That's 27 days. The people will understand that...

––––––––

[image: ]


*PRINCE*: (INTERRUPTS the conversation, takes a step forward. Zodiac Picks Up) What is it?

––––––––

[image: ]


*ASTROLOGICAL*: THE Destiny of the Presence, the Presence...

––––––––
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*PRINCE*: (WITHOUT LOOKING at the horoscope, he puts the pass into the burning lamp.) Paper catches the flame) 

My fate!?

––––––––
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*WHOLE DURBAR*: (SILENCE). Only the sound of the fire cracking)

––––––––

[image: ]


*PRINCE*: (GENTLY, BUT voice echoes) The planners of the East don't ask permission from the fire. They set fires. 

––––––––

[image: ]


(TURNS TO THE THRONE.) He sits non-stop.)

––––––––
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*PRINCE*: BRING THE crown. My era begins now. If you want to see the stars, look at them. 

––––––––

[image: ]


*COMMANDER*: (IN A LOW voice, to the minister) Sun Tzu used to say... Fighting without winning the war...

––––––––
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*PRINCE*: (LISTENS. Smiling) Sun Tzu has never ruled a commander. Whoever did, he said, "People forget who killed the father, but not the one who snatched the property. " 

––––––––
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(LOOKS AT THE MINISTER) So tell me, minister, am I snatching the throne or am I asking for it?

––––––––
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*THE CURTAIN FALLS. *

—-

[image: ]


* WHY THIS SCENE WILL work

––––––––
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1. *INSULT TO STRATEGY*: The Greatest Weapon of Eastern Politics 

— Patience + Omen — Burned.

––––––––
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2. *CAPTURE OF THE Throne*: He did not ask for the crown, but snatched it. 

––––––––
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MACHIAVELLI CHAPTER 7: "Fate is a woman, kill her to save her." "

––––––––

[image: ]


3. *THE SWORD DIDN'T speak*: But everyone did. 

––––––––
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THAT'S MACHIAVELLI — to create fear not by action, but by intention.

––––––––

[image: ]


AFTER THAT, THE READER doesn't need to be told. He himself will say: "This is Prince Machiavelli. ”

*Dialogue of scene 1 or 3 *

[image: ]
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Scene 1 — "The Trial of Mercy"*  
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This is the scene where the entire court will understand: this prince is a descendant of Chandragupta, but the thought is someone else's.

—-
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*LOCATION*: DARBAR KHAS/ Main Royal Court

––––––––

[image: ]


THE REBEL COMMANDER in chains knelt down. Behind him were two guards, swords. The right hand of the Prime Minister.

––––––––
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MINISTER: (SOFT VOICE) Sir, this is the commander of Rajapur. He instigated the rebellion of three districts... But there are 30,000 swords in his tribe. 

––––––––
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*COMMANDER*: (WHISPERING) Chanakya Niti says, sir. Forgive the enemy, do me a favor. He will be your poison arrow tomorrow. The people will applaud. The throne will be strong. 

*Prince*: (Silent. He looks at the rebel. Then to the Minister) and if I forgive you... So tomorrow it's 30.

Whose thousand swords will be? 

––––––––
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MIRI... OR THE ONE whom I gave life?

––––––––
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MINISTER: SIR, THE planners of the East make the enemy a friend. 

––––––––
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*PRINCE*: (SMILES SLIGHTLY.) One step ahead) and the wolves of the West? They set an example for the enemy. 

––––––––
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(DRAWS THE SWORD FROM the waist.) Silence in the court. The minister's hand rises powerlessly to stop, then stops)

––––––––
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*REBEL COMMANDER*: (Roaring) If you kill me, the whole Purva will burn!

––––––––
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*PRINCE*: (PUTS THE sword on his neck.) Sound cold) So let it burn. It's easy to rule the ashes. She doesn't rebel. 

––––––––
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(ONCE.) THE REBEL FALLS. Blood flows on white marble)

*Prince*: (Draws the sword towards the minister.) There's blood on it, minister. Hang it on the wall. Write below: "For those who ask for mercy." ”

––––––––
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*MINISTER*: (HOLDING the sword with a trembling hand) People will call it cruel. 

––––––––
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*PRINCE*: (ON YOUR WAY to the throne, without bending over) Let me say. People are afraid of the oppressor, minister. And the frightened do not rebel. The beloved is tested every day... Fear only once. 

––––––––
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(HE SITS ON THE THRONE.) Bloody hand hits the arm)

––––––––
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*PRINCE*: COURT DISMISSED. 

––––––––
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*THE CURTAIN FALLS. *

—-

[image: ]


* WHY THIS SCENE?

––––––––

[image: ]


MACHIAVELLI EXCLAIMS:

––––––––
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1. *CH. 17*: "IF YOU can't be both,  it is better to  be afraid than to love." .

" He didn't take the option of love. 

––––––––
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2. *CH. 8*: "OPPRESSION must be done together.

" Once, one message, one story. 

––––––––
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3. *REJECTION OF STRATEGY: Chanakya says, "Use the enemy." 

"Destroy the enemy," he said. Save time.

––––––––
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THE REACTION OF THE Eastern court: Now everyone knows — the prince on the throne does not believe in the sword, he believes in the sword. 
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*Yes. Scene 3 — "The Fox and the Lion"*  
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This is the scene where Prince will reject both Chanakya and Sun Tzu in one sentence. 

The whole court will know: this is the Eastern Throne, not the Thought.

—-
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*LOCATION*: WAR ROOM. Large map in the middle. The feudal lord of the East has sent a blasphemous offering—a broken sword and dry bread. Ministers, commanders, astrologers, all present. 

––––––––
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*COMMANDER*: (FINGER on map) Raja Jai Singh has increased posts on the border. And this... (Broken picks up sword) That's the message. He says: "Like your sword, your faith is broken. ”

––––––––
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MINISTER: (HANDS FOLDED) Sir, it's time for a reckoning. This is Chanakya's intention. We send poisoned cloaks. Honey, silk, and... A little sniffing. In six months, Jai Singh will die of the disease. There is no war. The subjects will say: "How far-sighted our king is. ”

––––––––
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*ASTROLOGER*: (HURRY) And sir, Mars is in the 4th house. If you just attack...

––––––––
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*PRINCE*: (PICKS UP a broken sword.) Turns it around) What does Sun Tzu say, Commander?

––––––––
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*COMMANDER*: (PROUDLY) "The highest skill of war is to subdue the enemy without fighting. "Be a fox, sir. Let's do the trick. 

––––––––
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*PRINCE*: (TONY THROWS the sword into the table.) And what does Chanakya say the minister?
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