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STEEL & SHADOW

An Action Thriller
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CHAPTER ONE: THE HEIST
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The rain hammered against the skyscraper's glass facade like a drummer with something to prove. Fifty-two stories above downtown Los Angeles, Detective Marcus Cole pressed his back against the cold concrete of the service stairwell, his breath fogging in the artificially cooled air.

His target: the Penthouse Gallery, home of the Meridian Diamond—a $47 million rare blue gemstone that three separate intelligence agencies had unsuccessfully tried to steal over the past decade.

Marcus checked his watch: 11:47 PM. Thirteen minutes until the security shift changed.

"You know," whispered a voice inches from his ear, "staring at your watch won't make time move faster."

Marcus didn't flinch. He recognized that playful tone anywhere.

"Ever considered that your talking might get us killed, Raven?" he murmured without turning around.

Alexandra "Raven Blackwood\*\* emerged from the shadows like smoke taking human form. Her midnight-black hair was pulled back in a tight ponytail, and her eyes—ice blue in the emergency lighting—glittered with barely contained excitement. At five-foot-nine with a build that spoke of years of martial arts training, she looked more like a ballerina than one of the most wanted thieves in the Western Hemisphere.
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