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Baptist Church Planting Through the Local Church

A Young Preacher’s Handbook on the Organization Meetings, Ordination Services, Ordinances, Weddings, and Funerals

Pastor Marvin McKenzie

Second edition

All Scripture references are from the King James Version of the Bible.

This book is designed to introduce basic Baptist principles involved in church planting. The authority for church planting is the local church. We do not presume that our ideas are infallible or unchangeable. We offer this to help and give them insight should the Lord lead the reader into that work through their local church.
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Within these few pages, the young preacher will also find bits of help for conducting church organization services, ordination services, weddings, funerals, and administering Our Lord’s Supper.

I. THE BIBLICAL PRECEDENT

II. HISTORICAL SUPPORT OF

III. CHURCH PLANTING AND EVANGELISM

IV. CHURCH PLANTING & MISSIONS

V. “And Also”

VI. CHURCH PLANTING & A SENDING CHURCH

VII. CHURCH PLANTING & GOVERNMENT

VIII. CHURCH PLANTING & SUPPORT

IX.  CHURCH PLANTING & LOCATION

X.  CHURCH PLANTING & OUTSIDE WORK

XI. CHURCH PLANTING & BAPTIST DOCTRINE

XII. CHURCH PLANTING & OBSERVING THE LORD’S SUPPER

XIII. CHURCH PLANTING & OFFICIATING WEDDINGS

XIV. CHURCH PLANTING & OFFICIATING FUNERALS

XV. CHURCH PLANTING & PROBLEMS TO AVOID

XVI. CHURCH PLANTING & FAITHFULNESS

XVII. CHURCH PLANTING & PRACTICAL ADVICE

E.M. Bounds on Prayer

THE CALL TO THE MINISTRY, AND CAN WE TELL WHEN OTHERS HAVE IT?
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Chapter One

[image: ]




THE BIBLICAL PRECEDENT

Since we claim to be, first and foremost, a Bible-believing and Bible obeying people, we ought to establish that our philosophy of church planting is Biblical.

Acts: The Church Planting Handbook

Many Bibles have as the title of the book of Acts, “The Acts of the Apostles.” But that is not accurate. It is really the Acts of the Holy Ghost through the Apostles. 

The focus of the book of Acts is that of church planting.

The churches in Acts: Jerusalem

While Jesus established His church in the Gospels (not in Acts chapter two), it is in Jerusalem that we see the church empowered (Acts 1:8). This church had one task – that was to get the Gospel around the world, but they were to do it in a four-fold progression:


	Jerusalem

	Judea

	Samaria

	Uttermost parts



three quarters of the ministry Jesus gave the church in Jerusalem was in the home country. 

Like any building, a foundation must be laid before the structure can go up. The foundation of New Testament ministry is the local church. We must therefore take much time and effort to build up this base. 

The church in Jerusalem did make a mistake, however. They got so occupied in Jerusalem that they neglected the rest of the commission for a time. When they did get out of Jerusalem, they did not start hospitals. They founded churches

The churches in Acts: Samaria 

Acts 8

It is evident that when Philip went to Samaria, he planted a church. 


	He preached Christ

	He baptized converts

	He somehow reported to the church in Jerusalem, who sent Peter and John to confirm the ministry there.



Philip did not begin a study group or a social group. Instead, he founded a local church.

Let’s look at several of the churches in Acts: Antioch 

Acts 11:19-22

In a similar fashion to what happened in Samaria, those brethren who went to Antioch began to preach Christ (soul win), and it was not long before the need of a church in town became apparent. The church in Jerusalem sent Barnabas to establish the work there.

By Acts 13:1, there is an established and thriving church in Antioch.

This church then becomes the focus of the rest of the work in the book of Acts. 

The churches in Acts: Apostle Paul 

Acts 13:1-3

The church in Antioch sent out Barnabas and Saul (later known as Paul) “for the work whereunto [God] had called them.”

That work was church planting. During his ministry, Paul:


	Assembled and trained a troop of fellow servants and future preachers

	Raised money for poor saints

	Wrote nearly one half of the New Testament

	Took a medical doctor with him and was involved in many healing events.



Yet Paul’s work was always primarily church planting.
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Chapter Two

HISTORICAL SUPPORT OF CHURCH PLANTING THROUGH THE LOCAL CHURCH
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It must be understood that those who went organized new churches.

The Biblical precedence for church planting did not stop with Paul and the churches planted in Acts.

We know, for instance, that churches were planted in the Region of Galatia

but the record of their founding is not documented in the Word of God.


We know of a church in Babylon (1 Peter 5:13) 

but find no documentation of its founding.

We know of seven churches listed in Revelation 

We do not have the documentation of the founding of
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