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Author’s Note

[image: ]




Writing Georgina Gems and the Seventh Seal was both a challenge and a thrill an exploration into the space where science meets spirit, where logic bends to mystery, and where one woman keeps getting pulled into the extraordinary despite her best efforts to live an ordinary life.

This is Georgina’s third encounter with the unexplainable, and like her, I’ve come to accept that some stories are not meant to be neatly filed away or closed forever. Some stories echo forward asking us to look deeper, to question the systems we trust, and to stay open to the unknown.

To everyone who has followed Georgina’s journey thank you. Whether you're drawn to the science, the suspense, the spiritual, or the just-plain-strange, I hope this story gave you something to wonder about long after the last page.

And if you’re asking yourself, why Georgina? Why her? well, that’s a question even she hasn’t fully answered.

But I suspect we’ll find out, soon enough.

— Malathi Kanagasabapathy
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Chapter One: The Church Beneath the Map
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The email arrived on a Tuesday, just past midnight, marked URGENT in block letters and signed by someone Georgina had never met.

Dr. Gems,

You have been recommended for a discrete field placement.

Location: Melbourne. Time-sensitive. Details on arrival.

Attached: Ticket, coordinates, nondisclosure.

She stared at the screen in her small Canberra apartment, blinking. The room was quiet except for the hum of her laptop and the occasional rustle of wind through the gum trees outside. Hototo stood quietly by the window, his form more present than usual tonight his edges solid, his eyes sharper.

“You knew this was coming, didn’t you?” she asked.

Hototo didn’t turn around. “The land has been restless for days.”

Georgina sighed and leaned back in her chair. After Windmere, she’d told herself she’d take a break. A real break tea, Netflix, a puzzle she’d started months ago and never finished. But apparently, the universe, or someone high up in the government, had other plans.

By Thursday afternoon, she was standing in front of a derelict Gothic church on the outskirts of Melbourne the kind of place people whispered about but never visited.

The structure looked misplaced, like it had been uprooted from medieval Europe and dropped into the middle of overgrown paddocks and council sheds. Weeds wrapped around its stone pillars like fingers. The doors were ajar, revealing only darkness inside.
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