
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      RISE OF THE NINETY-NINE PERCENT

    

    
      First edition. February 10, 2025.

      Copyright © 2025 Jennifer L Davidson.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8230865056

    

    
    
      Written by Jennifer L Davidson.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
  	
			 

			
		
    Jessica, Hetty and Becky, this is my vision of a more equal world that I hope you will one day experience. 
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Part 1 — The Final Solution to the Capitalist Question
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“The fortunate must not be restrained in the exercise of tyranny over the unfortunate.” Bertrand Russell.
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Chapter 1 — The Fallacy of Democracy
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Encrypted video diary. Edward Owen. 19 August 2024 – World Humanitarian Day

They have planned for this type of threat for years. But they thought it would come from some rogue nation-state rather than an engineer and his bunch of anarchists, hidden in plain sight. From a simple digital design, nothing more than several pages of expert coding and in-depth research, my team and I manufactured the impossible – a global redistribution of wealth. We have redefined the term ‘equal pay’ forever and the richest few have lost their power and influence. A new democracy dawns.

The Ninety-Nine Percent podcast. 1 May – International Workers’ Day.

Instrumental. All in all, you’re just a-nother brick in the wall.

This podcast is brought to you today by Save Our World, making a difference to the disadvantaged across the globe. We fund education, training and healthcare projects to generate a sustainable income for the poorest. Please leave a gift in your will.

Welcome back, everyone to The Ninety-Nine Percent. This is Deborah Wells. I’m joined today by Edward Owen, green engineer, and his advocate, Rhea Foster MP. Hello guys. Or is that too informal? Should I say The Honourable Rhea Foster MP?

“Rhea is fine.”

We’re not good with rank and entitlement here, I’m afraid.

“Just as well I have neither of those things.”

As you know, doffing our caps is not what we do here.

Edward, you’re with us today to talk about your defeat in The High Court against the company you work for... Earth Salvage Recycling Centre. Tell us more.

“They stole my idea. Passed it off as their own to make a profit.”

Rhea, do you have something to say?

“...Edward’s invention is amazing. He designed an efficient, automatic process that can sort single-use, dirty and mixed plastic to enable it to be reused multiple times, cutting down landfill waste by as much as eighty percent...”

And Earth Salvage took the credit. But you worked for them under contract, is that right, Edward?

“Not as a designer. I was, I am, a maintenance engineer. I shared my ideas in good faith.”

So, what happened?

“I worked every evening and weekend to create the prototype, the Waste Organisation by Kinetic Energy machine (WOKE for short). The company gave me a pat on the back and then promptly made twenty percent of the workforce redundant. Apparently, the machine cuts down man hours.”

Goliath turned you into his very own slingshot.

“My machine has given them unprecedented profits.”

Do you want your share?

“No. Well, partly, a small percentage maybe. I thought it was something we could all benefit from. But they took it and repackaged it as a cost-cutting exercise to maximise their profits. The union refused to back me - too busy fighting the redundancy claims. They saw me as a capitalist seeking my cut.”

But you’re not?

“I’m a humanitarian. I wanted to reduce waste, not get people sacked.”

So, you went to your MP? Rhea?

“I represent my constituents when they need support. I try to help our creative entrepreneurs. Entrepreneurs like Edward are the backbone of our society.”

“I’m not a capitalist.”

“Of course not. I just meant that green engineering is the way forward and we, as a country, should embrace it.”

On that, we are all agreed. Edward, tell us about the outcome of the case.

“I lost everything, even the rights to my invention. Oh, but I get to keep my job.”

How considerate!

“I sit there every day, watching Earth Salvage profit from my work. I’m hated by the remaining colleagues. They call me Judas. They left thirty silver-foiled chocolate coins in my locker. They melted all over my work clothes.”

Now that’s a waste! Inappropriate laughter. I take it you’ll appeal.

“I’ll find a way to stop them profiteering. And help the planet.”

That’s what we like to hear at The Ninety-Nine Percent, a mission to stick it to The Man. I just hope The Man’s not listening. Pre-recorded posh laughter.

Edward, and Rhea, thank you for joining us. Next time, Dr Martha Lishi, criminologist and feminist campaigner, talks about the female experience in prison – with absolutely no where’s the soap puns! We all know it does. Join us next time.

Instrumental. I’ve seen the writing on the wall. All in all, you’re just a-nother brick in the wall.

TED Talk, January 2007. The benefits of investing in the mortgage sector – Melissa Harper-Fowles, BSc, MSc, CFA, FRM.

What can I say? In my expert opinion, investing in property is the easiest money you’ll ever make. It’s a one-way ticket to prosperity. And it’s never been simpler to get a mortgage. Even if you don’t have a deposit. Without saving, you can immediately invest. Interest rates are low and borrowing is easy. Own the home you’ve always wanted. Or be a landlord. Income from rental properties is at an all-time high. You can set your own prices, grow your portfolio.

Now more than ever, there is no such thing as a bad investment. So, what are you waiting for? There’s nothing to lose. Cheers and applause.

Church Service 4 May. Father Joseph Shaw delivering a sermon at Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Barrow Island, Cumbria.

Let’s not think about what we have lost, but what we can give to others. Blessed is he who is generous to the poor. Proverbs 14:21.

And what do we mean by generous? Pennies to the homeless person in the doorway? From a person with limited means, this is a kind act indeed. But for a rich person, it’s an injustice – a means of soothing their nagging guilt. The amount we share is the amount we value someone. So, how much do we value our fellow man?

Maybe we think of generosity in terms of the time we devote to helping others. Well, we’re all short of time. Perhaps it’s the scarcest commodity of all. When we devote our time to others, to helping them live comfortably and happily, we can truly consider ourselves to be children of God.

Please give what you can. We each have a voice and we can make a difference.

Whoever oppresses the poor to increase his own wealth, or gives to the rich, will only come to poverty. Proverbs 22:16.

Please join us at the Church Fete this Sunday, Let’s repair the steeple together. Peace be with you.

“And also, with you.”

We lift our hearts to the Lord.

“It is right to give Him thanks and praise.”

BBC North West, Laura Benn, Political Correspondent. 5 May 6.30pm.

I’m here with Aaron Jones, a Christian Support Worker for Young Voices Youth Advisory Service. Thank you for agreeing to speak to us. Aaron, I understand that you know the family of the alleged victim quite well.

“I can only say how sorry I am that such a wonderful person has had to suffer the torture of ignorant racists, yet again.”

When you say ignorant racists, you mean the police officers who wrongfully detained a minor, conducting a full body search.

“I mean the racists in the uniforms who perceive innocent young black children as adult criminals.”

Back to the studio.

The Ninety-Nine Percent podcast. 1 June – Global Day of Parents.

Instrumental.

Today, I’m joined by criminologist, Dr Martha Lishi, who has just published her research on the impacts of the justice system on single mothers and the welfare of their children. With her is Hayley Carr, a participant from her study who has agreed to speak with us. Thank you for joining us today.

Playing devil’s advocate here, shouldn’t criminals be brought to justice, Dr Lishi?

“That really depends on what you mean by criminal.”

People who commit crimes.

“Unfortunately, it’s not that simple.”

Why not?

“The criminal justice system treats women differently. They are punished for committing a crime and punished for not conforming to a ‘feminine’ ideology of nurturing and motherhood. They are seen as doubly deviant. They are judged by their gender as much as their crime.”

But aren’t there many more male criminals in the system?

“Women are more likely to be convicted of minor financial crime than men, they are placed far away from home and have less opportunity to reunite with their family following release. Single mothers are seen as a particular moral threat to society. Look at the work of Carol Smart back in the seventies. Nothing has changed. If anything,...”

What’s your story, Hayley?

“I had to fiddle my electricity to feed my child. Got caught. Repeat offence. Sentenced for six months and served two. The prison was on the other side of the country. It may have only been eight weeks, but it felt like a lifetime. My son was put in the foster care system; I couldn’t see him. I felt suicidal by the end of it.”

“I met Hayley in prison; her plight is all too common. It’s time we focus on how the poor... I mean those placed in difficult circumstances, are criminalised.”

While the rich get richer.

“That’s the thing. Her electricity company recorded many billions in profit the year she was sentenced.”

“And I have higher charges with a pay meter now. I hand over nearly half of my salary on energy costs alone.”

Do you have a job?

“Cleaner.”

That’s good to hear.

“I don’t earn enough money to get my boy back. Three different agencies, zero-hour contracts, minimum wage, and all I can do is pay my electricity bill.”

“What a sick and twisted version of imminent justice.”

We’re conducting a poll on the appropriateness of jail sentences for single mothers in our next podcast.

“That’s not really the point...”

Hope to see you then. Instrumental.

TED Talk, November 2019. The link between Wall Street, Fleet Street and Downing Street. Dr Stephen Harper-Fowles, BSc, MSc, PhD.

The point I’m trying to make is that financial institutions work with the media controllers to dictate politics and, ultimately, the electorate themselves. Every single general election since 1979 has been decided by one man’s newspaper group, influencing the way they promote their chosen candidate but even more maliciously, how they deride the opponents.

And how do they back their chosen horse? Maybe the way they swing from right to left more consistently than a metronome means that they are just appealing to the opinions of the electorate. There is probably some truth to that. We all like to think we form our own opinions after all. We believe we live in a democratic society. But is this just a fallacy? Where do we get the information to form our judgments?

The media.

Now let’s think about social media. It analyses the electorate in an unprecedented way, using algorithms to target profiles and influence opinion, without the pesky burden of fact-checking to prevent inaccuracies. Brexit, Trump (2016) and Corbyn (2017) were decided with the support of successful social media campaigns. Johnson has already begun his fearmongering, hate-fuelled campaign to influence next month’s election.

Has this media influence helped society to grow and flourish? I think we all know the answer to that. Division and infighting within and between every single country across the globe. Individualists and humanitarians fighting their corner in a virtual moral battle. Truth becomes a malleable construct that we manipulate.

So, how can we break the link? How can we regulate the unregulatable? How can we end the destructive relationship between the media and those in power?

I’m not talking about those in Westminster, who are ultimately the puppets, begging for the party donations from the billionaires. Capitalism controls everything. Those who own the means of production, to quote a Marxist cliché. They bend governments and the media to their will.

I hear a few sniggers among you. Another conspiracy nutter. Not so. Global deregulation of the financial markets by successive governments has skewed power to those who control the wealth. There are those who sell goods or services to keep you in debt and then there are the bankers and traders who gamble on that debt to increase their wealth further. It is their job to keep you in debt, to keep you poor.

And I know because I used to work as a trader. I used to gamble on the length of a recession, the level of unemployment, and emerging tech giants. It was facts and figures and nothing more. I didn’t see the consequences, the pain and suffering. That was until my sister jumped off the Empire State Building after the last stock market crash. One of the many victims of bad investments.

Why do we let a system like capitalism, which is so devoid of humanity and empathy, control society? Why do we elect officials who are only concerned with preserving distorted economic interests? Let’s end this trend. Let’s create an alternative system that advocates for everyone. Applause.

6 June. Recording from Rhea Foster MP’s surgery.

Attendee: Aaron Jones, advocate for Child X.

(RF) Aaron, I believe you are Child X’s youth worker. How can I help you today?

(AJ) Abe...sorry, Child X, is still treated like a criminal when she is a victim. She is excluded from school, missing her mock exams. She...

(RF) ...I understand where you’re coming from, but she has admitted to committing damage during a peaceful protest. This ties my hands considerably.

(AO) She was protesting against the big corporations openly committing humanitarian and environmental crimes.

(RF) She damaged police property.

(AO) She pushed a Taser out of the police officer’s hand. Do you know how many white children were arrested with her? Eight. Do you know how many of them were strip-searched? Expelled from school. There is a reason she is called Child X. There have been twenty-three other incidents like this with black minors in this borough this year.

(RF) I’ll call her school today. I’ll ensure they put provisions in place for her to continue her studies. That’s the best I can do right now. I believe the police officers in charge have been suspended, pending an investigation.

(AO) What are the police going to do when they run out of letters?

7 June. Letter to Ms Hayley Carr from Barrow-in-Furness Social Services Department.

Dear Ms Carr,

We have received your request to reclaim custody of your son, Joel (age 9). To enable us to make progress with your claim, you need to provide several documents:


	Proof of regular income

	Proof of stable housing

	Bank statements to show earnings and expenditures.

	A character reference from a reputable source (e.g., doctor, landlord, minister).



Once you have provided us with this material, we can then begin the process of assessing your claim. Please be aware that we are currently very overwhelmed with cases, due to Covid restrictions, and we are estimating at least six months before we can begin assessments.

Regards,

Sasha Driscoll

(Social Worker, Barrow-in-Furness County Council)

Letter from: Edward Owen

To: Rhea Foster, Deborah Wells, Aaron Jones, Martha Lishi, Hayley Carr, Stephen Harper-Fowles, Father Joseph Shaw

Re: The demise of the capitalist state symposium

Date: 8 June

Sometimes the old methods of communication are the best with such controversial material. I know some of you have never met, but all of you know me and share many of my views.

You are all accomplished in your field of expertise. You have talents that could reshape society, permanently. When we are divided, our efforts are scuppered by those in power with an interest in seeing us fail. It’s time to come together and work as one.

We can change the economic system if we are united. I need your knowledge, experience and passion to advance global equity and environmental harmony. We can no longer leave it up to the elites to determine our fate.

Please join me on 22 June to discuss the possibilities of wealth distribution and fairness. Details to be posted. Alcoholic beverages will be made available.

Reply: Father Joseph Shaw to Edward Owen. 9 June.

Edward, please don’t get bogged down by your worries and anxieties. We have a retreat planned for the end of the month, where you can talk in a safe environment. I am here for you but I cannot condone what you’re proposing. 

Church confession 10 June. Father Joseph Shaw presiding.

“Bless me, Father, for I have not yet sinned...”

You are denigrating a holy sacrament, Edward.

“I’m not even Catholic!”

Then there’s nothing more to be said.

“We need your help. You know you want to be a part of the change.”

Now you sound like a cult.

“I’ll take that as a compliment, coming from the Catholic Church.”

I will not get involved in your schemes.

“How’s the food bank drive going, Father?”

We’re stopping the most vulnerable from starving.

“But the problem is, the more you give, the more they take. Don’t you see, if we do this, we’ll stop the whole world from starving.”

You talk like it’s even possible. Even if you do manage it, how long will it last?

“It will change things. We each have a voice and we can make a difference – remember? Just come to one meeting. See if God will approve.”

Encrypted video diary: commentary from the first meeting on 22 June, Windrush Day. Chair: Edward Owen.

There is no doubt that capitalism has to be stopped.

We all feel the same way, to a greater or lesser extent. Its ravenous consumption, a tornado of destruction, is ripping apart the fabric of society and laying waste to the environment. We know that before long all that will remain are the richest few, the twenty-six, who have bunkered down in their fortresses of luxury, welcoming the end of days, grasping tightly to their billions. We are not about to let that happen.

Rhea told me that with my gift for hyperbole, I should have been a writer or a politician. “Eddie,” she said, she loved to make me sound more northern, “you do paint a grim picture with words.”

It’s Edward, I corrected. And it’s not a painting, it’s a photograph. A classroom of people owns more wealth than half of the entire human population. And the poorest in society are starving, lacking basic amenities like water, shelter, and medicine. I could go on, but people tend to switch off at that bit. Rhea even rolled her eyes.

Don’t misunderstand me, I have great respect for Rhea Foster MP and her noble campaigns. Politicians who fight for social justice are about as rare as a billionaire with a conscience. You want to believe they exist, but like Santa or the easter bunny, you end up disappointed when you realise there is no altruistic greater power keeping you safe and bringing you presents.

Even though Rhea subscribes to a socialist ideology, she has been unable to change a community whose power structure is stacked in favour of the wealthy few. Like the rest of us, she is drowning in the bureaucratic state. Our comrades and fellow enemies of the state also include Martha Lishi, esteemed criminologist, and author of The Reformation of the Female Prisoner, a condemnation of female justice in the UK, and one of her female prisoners turned campaigner, Hayley Carr. Their focus is restructuring the Criminal Justice System. Martha believes that “The CJS exists to maintain the economic structure for the elites” while Hayley thinks “they’re a bunch of the bully-boy bouncers picking on the poor.” I pointed out that we need to get rid of the individuals who control the economic system. They laughed, at first.

Aaron Jones and Deborah Wells are already knee-deep in the trenches, shining a light on bureaucratic hypocrisy. Aaron became a youth worker after his alienating experiences in British society, setting up a charity to help young, marginalized people into employment, and providing training in IT skills. He thinks that however liberal some people are, there is no shortage of blatant and egregious racism, homophobia, misogyny. “We’re still run by cis white men and they will react violently to maintain it.”

Deborah had no such isolating encounters as a child, but she does hate the notion of a privileged experience, poking fun at the elite as a stand-up comedian and social campaigner. She gets the publicity machine working with provocative stunts to highlight inequality. When the support payments for disabled people were restructured, she gathered hundreds of sick and disabled people deemed fit for work, took them to a local job centre and asked the office manager to put them to work. She repeated the stunt at many public buildings, construction sites and finally parliament. The BBC followed her as part of a documentary, which was called Debbie does Disability Rights.

We even have an ordained priest pledged to the cause. Father Joseph Shaw, the eldest of the group, watched his flock regress from a proud, productive workforce to a downtrodden, hopeless congregation, neglected and ridiculed by the rest of society. These folk devils look upon him as the only leader worth listening to. He became their social advocate, creating foodbanks, providing community groups and counselling services, preaching equality. He quickly realised that when he stepped in, the government didn’t need to take responsibility for the mess they had generated. I have faith in him, though I am keen to discuss the wealth of the Vatican and the Jewish millions it may have squirrelled away. But apparently, we are not permitted to target the church. We acquiesced.

The unknown entity of the group, and the one I trust least, is Stephen Harper-Fowles, venture capitalist and millionaire. Why would such a man bother with us Proles? He was introduced to me through Rhea, after funding some of her charitable campaigns. At first, I thought he was a journalist or undercover agent, investigating leftist affiliates. There was something very Tim Roth, Reservoir Dogs about him. He’s very friendly, persuasive and unassuming. We’ve all been targeted before. I fed him false information to catch him out, but it was never disseminated or acted upon. I invited him in.

And how did I fall in with such a disparate lot? Like most people in this country, I was fucked over by Thatcher. I’d just started my career as a miner when threatened pit closures led us to strike. I wanted to be a supervisor or an engineer. I ended up on strike pay and handouts. We lost. Our pit in South Kirkby, Wakefield was closed in 1988. The coal industry was dead. I started again, retrained as an office manager for a major engineering firm, got married, had a son. I thought I could move up the ladder. I became obsessed with green energy engineering. Every evening, every weekend I worked on my solution to rid the planet of waste. One of the richest men on the planet decided to steal it. I couldn’t let that stand.

We had to meet in person, we couldn’t risk being recorded. Rhea suggested that I organise an open-debate, to discuss the long-term actions of our respective groups and strategies – like the G7 summit but productive. And with eight of us.

The agenda was simple with one question under discussion. How can we redistribute global wealth and prosperity and what impact would that have? We all agreed that change was needed but we each had our standpoints about the best course of action. It was obvious that our efforts to date had not even scratched the surface.

Rhea read out the recent statistics from the Social Mobility Commission. And I quote, “twenty-three percent of the UK population live in relative poverty. Thirty-three percent of the children in the country skip meals, go cold, have little access to books.”

“And that’s with the UN cutting global poverty by half in the previous decade,” Deborah added, “This government has cut everything but poverty.” She made a note of her comment in her diary, a thought to mull over for later.

Martha talked about her social justice research into female and working-class prisoners, from sentencing to treatment and rehabilitation. Her conclusion, “the poor, especially women, are sentenced more harshly, treated badly, given no support and are therefore more likely to reoffend following release.”

Father Shaw explained the living conditions of his Cumbrian parish. “Substandard accommodation, high unemployment, many schools in special measures.” What really surprised him was the high cost of their council tax and utilities, given the amenities provided. Most of his congregation are classed as the ‘working poor,’ subsisting below the minimum wage, on zero-hour contracts with no security or protection. People are depressed; suicides are common. And what did the council do to support their constituents? Did they provide extra mental health services, support protests for pay and conditions? No. They added higher railings to bridges to prevent suicidal jumpers from interrupting traffic and disturbing the economy.

Stephen talked about his sister. She bet big on subprime mortgages in the US and lost a fortune. She was just twenty-six. She had been sold the capitalist ideology, accumulate to accelerate, and her self-worth, her social status was in tatters with bankruptcy on the horizon.

It took Stephen a while before he realised that the super-rich only got richer after 2008. He compiled a dossier of the wealthiest people in the world, how they got it and what they do with it for his PhD. At first, “he began this research to emulate these figureheads.” He admitted that. But the more he realised how much their wealth increased and then compared it to the amount of deprivation and desperation, he was sickened.

We told our tales of woe through to the early hours, drinking my homemade nettle beer. We understand the suffering. We know the people who are benefitting, and we know that the justice system is designed to protect them. We have a common enemy – the super-rich – and we must fight back.

The others scrambled for ideas. I already had the seed of a plan. We couldn’t ask the twenty-six to kindly give us most of their money to improve equity. They influence politicians, they own the media, they control the agenda. Our tiny victories were not making much headway, like draining a river with a sieve. One more downpour, and we’re all fucked.

They laughed at my idea. Deborah made a note of it for one of her routines. I told them I was serious. They stopped laughing. The person I presumed would protest most, was the first to agree, Father Shaw. Whether he was questioning his beliefs or realised it was the only way, I could not say. He agreed to be part of the crime. Hayley and Aaron consented in an advisory capacity only – they would suffer the most punishment, with their previous convictions. We accepted their terms. Stephen and Martha had some great ideas. Rhea was close to retirement, and I was just itching to get back at Earth Salvage and their mega-rich CEO, Walter Bennet (one of the twenty-six). That’s why we were there, at the Free-Market Place building in Manchester, the birthplace of the industrial revolution in Britain.

It is time to reset the clock on greed and capitalism. It is time to level up with the biggest heist ever devised. The wealthiest twenty-six are about to pay more tax than they ever dreamed of, and the poorest half of the human population is about to be comfortable and empowered.

We all have a part to play. Stephen is managing the financial research, with Hayley’s support. Martha is concentrating on the possible effects on society and how the ‘crime’ will be viewed. Father Shaw and Aaron are looking at distribution and Deborah is running interference. Rhea is looking at the political implications and overall impact. I will be overseeing the research and creating a strategy. The plan, naive as it stands, is the best chance we have to create a fairer and more sustainable economy that benefits the ninety-nine percent. 
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Chapter 2 — Boys and their Space Toys
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From: Stephen Harper-Fowles

Subject: The rich list research

Date: 23 June 2.00pm 

To: Hayley Carr

cc: Edward Owen

Hey Hayley,

Thank you so much for agreeing to help me with my research. We’ll start with the highest overachievers, (1) Nole Mesch. Founder of the electric energy company, Bell, creating clean energy cars and such like. A worthy mission you might think. Not dissimilar sentiments to our very own Edward, perhaps? No offence. He even pays his taxes, unlike many of the others. However, the pay and working conditions in his factories leave a lot to be desired. His net worth is estimated at 260 billion dollars (everything is in dollars). He says he devotes three percent of his annual salary to charities but according to credible sources, he’s never paid a penny so far. He’d rather play with giant rockets. When he’s not creating his futuristic Noah’s ark, he loves to buy useless tat like submarine cars from famous films. The media loves him (well, he owns some of it now) and he has a great deal of influence.

I also nearly forgot to mention that his father earned all their family wealth from South African diamond mines during Apartheid. He pretends he is a self-made man, with grit and determination, but quite frankly, they all peddle that myth. You don’t have this level of cash without very wealthy parents. I’ve been campaigning for an inheritance tax for years.

Also attempting to enter the commercial space race is (2) Jim Bazhosh. His net worth is estimated to be 180 billion and counting, a media tycoon and owner of the world’s biggest online shop, Titan. His good Samaritan moments include funding foodbanks in America. Many of his employees are customers because he treats his workers like shit. An average employee would have to work 612 hours (over 15 weeks if you work 40 hours per week) to earn the same cash as Jim does every second – every single second!

Even Trump suggested that Jim has been avoiding paying taxes. Pot and kettle, I know. Of course, we are all aware that his companies don’t pay tax in the countries he trades in. What’s worse is that they also get kickbacks from those governments as incentives to trade. We pay him and his like for the privilege of poverty wages and shit services.

So, what do we need to know? I think we should start with their British interests and move on from there. Start with Companies House. Check out the size and scope of their interests. What accounts are they submitting – can we get names? Also, trawl the financial pages of the broadsheets. Who are the board members and what skeletons are in their closets? There will be something we can use.

I will concentrate on their global interests; and how much cash is in their banks. Thank you so much for supporting my postdoc research.

Stephen.

Reply: Hayley Carr to Stephen Harper-Fowles. cc: Edward Owen. 23 June 2.10pm.

Stephen,

Thanks for loaning me a laptop to research – I’m so grateful. I’ll look after it. I’ll gather what I can in the next few days, ready for our next meeting. I’ll take a trip to the library and go through the newspapers.

By the way, it takes me twenty weeks to earn that kind of cash. About eighty-five percent of that goes on rent and utilities.

Hayley.

Reply: Stephen Harper-Fowles to Hayley Carr. 23 June 2.20pm.

It's yours. Steve.

Reply: Hayley Carr to Stephen Harper-Fowles. 23 June 2.35pm.

I can’t accept it. It would cost me three months' wages to buy a computer like this.

Reply: Stephen Harper-Fowles to Hayley Carr. 23 June 2.37pm.

It’s your research equipment to support your assistant role. But feel free to use it for your administration.

Reply: Hayley Carr to Stephen Harper-Fowles. 23 June 2.40pm.

Thanks. You’re very generous.

BBC North West, Laura Benn, Political Correspondent. 24 June 12.00pm.

Never has the disparity between rich and poor been greater. I’m standing in the ex-industrial town of Barrow Island. Once upon a time, this was a proud working-class community of shipbuilders and steel workers. Now, the rate of unemployment has risen to ten percent of the adult population. Those who are working, in online storage warehouses like the one behind me, for example, are witnessing deteriorating working conditions and a real-time pay cut of over fifteen percent. They are poorer than after the financial crisis of 2008. However, the company they work for, Titan, announced net profits last year of over three billion pounds.

I have with me today Father Shaw from Sacred Heart Catholic Church. Father Shaw, what can you tell us about the people living in this area?

“They are a community no different to any other, I suppose. What they do excel at is strength. They have coped extremely well with catastrophic deprivation. Many of the workers from this building are part of my congregation and regularly visit our church food bank to support their diminishing wages. I pray for them; I pray with them for a better income and a more helpful outcome.”

Are you referring to the worker’s consultation with the union today?

“Yes. I’m praying that the union can negotiate better pay and conditions for these workers.”

So, prayers are needed, then?

“I’m afraid for this town. I fear what will happen if better pay and better contracts aren’t guaranteed. But I will support my parish no matter what. We need donations...”

There you have it, even the Catholic Church is vocal about the poverty inflicted on this community. Back to the studio.

Thank you, Father.

Next time, can we get some workers to speak out? Laughter from the crew.

Text message from Amanda Owen to Edward Owen. 24 June 6.05pm.

This must be a bloody joke! There is a letter here from work. Aren’t they sick of pestering you? Want me to open it?

Text message from Edward Owen to Amanda Owen. 24 June 6.06pm.

Go on, Love.

Attachment sent to Hayley Carr from Stephen Harper-Fowles. 24 June 6.10pm

(3) Look up the Arseneault family next. Estimated wealth of 155 billion. If you’ve ever owned a Tiffany necklace, you’ve helped to buy their yacht in Saint-Tropez. They own everything from high street fashion to hotels, trains, cruise ships. The list goes on. Old money – they’ve been extremely wealthy for several generations.

(4) Uttham Athani and his shipping empire in India. His net worth is 120 billion. His wife runs their charitable foundation.

(5) The computer giant himself, none other than Ben Hinges. Net worth of 115 billion. He’s the top philanthropist of the whole bunch with over a quarter of his earnings donated to charity. We need to investigate the accuracy of this. He has also been asking billionaires to donate half of their wealth to charity. Wouldn’t that make our lives easier!

Next is (6) Harry Foot – roughly 98 billion. You may have heard of him; he cofounded the world’s most beloved search engine – the one you are no doubt using. Remind me to show you how to permanently delete your search history; a neat trick Aaron showed me. This one is into flying cars.

See how you get on with this lot. Concentrate on pay and working conditions etc – how fair are their economic systems?

I’ll be in touch soon.

Attachment sent to Stephen Harper-Fowles from Hayley Carr. 24 June 6.15pm.

The first two, what a pair! I’ve checked through their British economic interests through Companies’ House as you suggested. They’re very helpful. Even nice enough to give you the names of all the big players in the group and the different departments. I have done a little digging about them and I have that information in a separate file for you.

They seem pretty unwilling to pay corporation tax. Instead, they collect money from the government to fund their infrastructure projects. That makes no sense to me, particularly when they are making billions and can afford to fund it themselves, as well as pay their share. I also checked their carbon emission data. Christ, it’s ridiculous. Even the supposed environmentally sound company produces a lot. The online shop though, put them to shame with eleven times more carbon emissions, in the hundreds of billions. That’s what happens when we expect our things to be delivered to us. I’ll be walking to the shops from now on! To be fair, I have no other option; all I can afford is the community supermarket.

Read the attachment, it’s fascinating.

Text message from Amanda Owen to Edward Owen. 24 June 6.20pm.

It’s a disciplinary notice. They have a list of what they call a ‘multitude’ of minor indiscretions.

Text message from Edward Owen to Amanda Owen. 24 June 6.23pm.

They want me gone. Don’t worry, we’ll be OK.

Text message from Amanda Owen to Edward Owen. 24 June 6.25pm.

I’m updating your CV. I’ll see if I can get more hours. Those F#@kers want to take everything from us.

Lecture recording Dr Martha Lishi. 25 June 2.00pm.

I hope you’ve all done your reading about the fairness instinct.

Also known as the Robin Hood mentality. We’re specifically looking at aspects of fraud and white-collar crime today. Prior to this concept, those who commit, for example, banking or securities fraud, were thought to have personal motivations for such an act. Gambling addictions, alcoholism, drug dependency. However, increasingly, we are redefining the motivations for this type of fraud. There are those who see extreme accumulations of wealth as a crime and seek to rectify it. What do we think about this? Is it a crime to create extreme personal wealth? Is redistributing that wealth a legitimate reason to commit fraud?

Reply: Hayley Carr to Stephen Harper-Fowles. 25 June 2.13pm.

The more I find out about these rich f@#kers, the more I feel like I’m doing the right thing. See my next attachment. A graveyard of closeted skeletons. Perfect for us.

Tiffany jewellery, as if! I had a knock-off once, it had one f and made my wrist black.

Reply: Stephen Harper-Fowles to Hayley Carr. 25 June 2.45pm.

I bet you still looked classy in it!

This is great stuff. I’m particularly interested in the information you’ve found for Nole Mesch. It tracks perfectly with what Father Shaw has found out. You’re doing very well.

Next, (7) The oldest of the group – ninety-six-year-old Walter Bennet. His wealth exceeds 96 billion – just over a billion for every year of his life – nice wages, don’t you think? He’s Edward’s personal favourite as he owns the parent company of his recycling centre. I bet there’s loads of dirt we can dig on him – no pun intended. He’s the proud owner of Edward’s design, according to our justice system at least. He’s made a ridiculous amount of money with it! No wonder Eddie’s pissed.

(8) Paval Sidorov – 95 billion. The first of our Russian-born billionaires but he grew up in America and made his money as the co-founder of our search engine. In his spare time, he enjoys space tourism. Despite his wealth, he sees himself as a Democrat at heart, supporting Barack Obama’s re-election campaign. A champagne socialist, probably because he was the son of immigrants – albeit very well-educated professional ones.

(9) Stefan Beller, worth 94 million. Another tricky one as he has put over 2 billion into funds to support getting Americans out of poverty. Let’s investigate this charity too.

(10) Barry Cox. Worth 93 billion, he owns a software database company used by all the major countries around the world. His security operations are of particular interest to us. In his spare time, he likes his boats and planes. He tends to donate to charity when it directly involves him or worse, to quash possible insider trading investigations.

Police body-cam footage. Recorded 26June 6.00am. Arrest of Aaron Jones.

Stand up! Hands behind your head. You’re being detained on suspicion of fraud.

“See my hands. I’m standing without protest.”

Enough of the cheek. We have a warrant here to seize your laptop and data.

“Could you please show me the warrant?”
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