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March 31 is the 90th day of
the year (91st in leap years). There are 275 days remaining until
the end of the year.
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 March 31 Quotations

 


“The battles
that count aren’t the ones for gold medals. The struggles within
yourself — the invisible, inevitable battles inside all of us —
that’s where it’s at.”

Jesse Owens, Olympic
champion, died March 31, 1980.

 


“One of the
truly bad things about our politics is that it incites each
administration to attack every last thing its predecessor has done,
and to either tear down what was left or rename it so that its
parentage can be forgotten.”

Al Gore, US Vice President
and presidential candidate, born March 31, 1948.

 


“Tell me how
you measure me, and I will tell you how I behave.”

Eliyahu M. Goldratt,
business theorist, born March 31, 1947.

 


“I have this
theory about words: There’s a thousand ways to say, ‘Pass the
salt.’ It could mean, you know, ‘Can I have some salt?’ or it could
mean, ‘I love you.’ It could mean ‘I’m very annoyed with you’ —
really, the list could go on and on. Words are little bombs, and
they have a lot of energy inside them.”

Christopher Walken, actor,
born March 31, 1943.

 


“In a free
society a large degree of human activity is none of the
government's business. We should make criminal what's going to hurt
other people and other than that we should leave it to people to
make their own choices.”

Barney Frank,
Massachusetts congressman, born March 31, 1940.

 


“¡Sí se
puede!” (“It can be done!”)

César Chávez, labor
organizer and social activist, born March 31, 1927. Personal motto,
adopted as the official slogan of the United Farm
Workers.

 


“It is when
we ask for love less and begin giving it more that the basis of
human love is revealed to us.”

Leo Buscaglia, educator
and writer, born March 31, 1924.

 


“It will
fluctuate.”

J. P. Morgan, financier,
died March 31, 1913, when asked “What will the stock market
do?”

 


“I can be on
guard against my enemies, but God deliver me from my
friends!”

Charlotte Brontë,
novelist, died March 31, 1855.

 


“It is no use
to blame the looking glass if your face is awry.”

Nikolai Gogol, novelist,
born March 31 [O.S. March
19] 1809.

 


“Any man’s
death diminishes me, for I am involved in Mankind; and therefore
never send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for
thee.”

John Donne, poet, died
March 31, 1631.

 


“But at my
back I always hear/Time’s winged chariot hurrying near;/And yonder
all before us lie/Deserts of vast eternity.”

Andrew Marvell, poet, born
March 31, 1621, from “To His Coy Mistress.”
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 Event
of the Day

Eiffel Tower
Opens
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Caricature of Gustave
Eiffel (1887), Albert de
Cours-Apres

 


March 31, 1889, marked the
opening of the Eiffel Tower. Originally designed as the entrance
arch for the 1889 Exposition Universelle (World’s Fair), and
scheduled to last only twenty years, the Eiffel Tower has become
one of the world’s most recognizeable structures and the most
visited paid monument in the world. Over 250 million people have
ascended the Tower, nearly seven million in 2011 alone.

The tallest structure in
Paris, the Eiffel Tower is 1,063 feet (324 meters) tall, roughly
the same height as an 81-story building. At the time of its
construction, it was the tallest man-made structure in the world,
beating out the Washington Monument, which had earned the title the
year before, and would hold the record until New York City’s
Chrysler Building opened in 1930. (In 1957, an antenna was added to
the Eiffel Tower, and now it’s 17 feet (5.2 meters) taller than its
erstwhile rival.)

The tower is named for
Gustave Eiffel, whose Compagnie des Établissements Eiffel designed
and built the structure. As an engineer and construction executive,
Eiffel had managed numerous projects, including bridges, viaducts,
train stations, locomotives, and exhibition halls. His first
experience with monuments came in 1881, when sculptor Auguste
Bartholdi hired Eiffel for his project to build the Statue of
Liberty. An expert in wind stresses, Eiffel designed the interior
structure and pylon, and oversaw construction of the entire project
until it was shipped to the United States.

The story of the Eiffel
Tower begins in May 1884, as planning for the 1889 Exposition
Universelle got underway. France had chosen 1889 as the year to
host a World’s Fair because it was the centennial of the storming
of the Bastille in 1789, the beginning of the French Revolution. It
was to be a mammoth show, covering nearly a square kilometer
including the Champs de Mars, the Trocadéro, the quai d’Orsay, part
of the Seine, and the Invalides esplanade. The fair would include a
reconstruction of the Bastille, a hall for machinery that would be
the longest interior space in the world at the time, and
exhibitions from around the world. The United States offered a Wild
West show featuring Buffalo Bill and Annie Oakley. The major
attraction was a human zoo, the Village
négre, with 400 Africans in “native”
conditions.

Such an exhibition
required a very special symbol, and in May 1884, senior Eiffel
Company engineers Maurice Koechlin and Émile Nouguier came up with
a radical concept: “a great pylon, consisting of four lattice
girders standing apart at the base and coming together at the top,
joined together by metal trusses at regular intervals.” Although
Eiffel initially was not enthusiastic about the project, he allowed
his engineers to develop the concept and asked architect Stephen
Sauvestre to add decoration and embellishment to the rather plain
original design.
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Original concept drawing of
the Eiffel Tower by Maurice Koechlin. Note the Statue of Liberty
shown to scale.

 


The revised concept earned
Eiffel’s support, and he personally purchased the patent rights to
the design. In 1886, a design competition selected his design as
the ceterpiece for the exposition. (The competition was rigged: all
entries had to include a 300m four-sided metal tower, making
Eiffel’s design the only one that was fully worked out.) Eiffel set
up a separate, personal company to manage the project, and received
1.5 million francs for the job, although the estimated cost was
about 6.5 million francs. To make up the difference, Eiffel would
receive all income from commercial exploitation of the tower both
during the exhibition and for twenty years thereafter. At the end
of twenty years, the plan was for the tower to be
demolished.
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