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Praise for Trusting God
Through Testing Times

In her book, Trusting God
Through Testing Times, Jill draws from deep wells of
imbedded scripture and personal experience. Through insight and
practical application, she encourages you hold firmly to the faith
and peace found in the Word, not allowing yourself to become
double-minded and fearful when the world shakes under your
feet.

Having faced her own share of trials with grace
and the strength that only God can give, this book feels as if Jill
brings you into her living room, sits across the coffee table from
you and shares her heart. This is a must have for anyone who has
had their life interrupted by the unexpected personal explosion,
for upon these pages she points you toward a balm that will heal
all wounds.

~Barbie Loflin, Assistant Pastor
Springhouse Worship & Arts Center

In Jill Grossman’s book, Trusting God Through Testing Times, she guides us by
explaining the scriptures that build trust in the promises and
character of God. Everyone lives through times of testing and needs
the signs along the way to find a place of rest. She goes on to
show that we require the divine perspective to continue to live by
faith.

Jill’s theme is hope, as she explains verses
that pertain to common problems. “Wisdom is seeing ourselves in any
situation and applying God’s truth accordingly.” Be prepared to
discover practical steps toward finding hope in the midst of
testing times.

~Bruce Coble, Missions Pastor
Springhouse Worship and Arts Center

When Jill asked me to review her book, I took it
seriously. After reading this work of art, I am seriously convinced
this is a good word to the body of Christ. Love the amount of
scripture used to back up the lessons and I love how Jill is
transparent with her own struggles. The four books—James, Job, and
1 & 2 Thessalonians—prepare us to live out our own Christian
life through trials, struggles, and circumstances.

And, I love the challenge at the end—if you are
not a Believer—“Are you ready to make the most important decision
in your life?” I recommend this book to all Believers – mature,
marginal, or just plain messed up.

~Derek Faulkner, Executive Director,
Renewed Life Ministries Outreach

Jill Grossman has given us practical examples
and illustrations of how to walk through the testing times in our
lives in accordance with the Word of God. A great companion to
God’s words to us in James, Job, and 1 & 2 Thessalonians.

~Sallie Courtoy, Area Director Community
Bible Study
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 Foreword


Being a fan and advocate of Jill’s first book,
A Revelation of Love, I was eager to provide a foreword for
this book. I present my thoughts on this inspiring, informative and
needed book with the deepest respects that are heartfelt and with
great admiration!

Where do our stories come from? Are you a
growing a repository of spiritual stories? How’s that working—or
not? How are your testimonies (Rev. 12:1)?

Many wonder why we do not enjoy a prevailing and
abundant Christianity. It is because we aren’t growing our own
faith story. Well, help has arrived! Again and again my friend,
Jill Grossman, seasons the struggles we face with selected
scriptures, illustrations and pithy take-a—ways to make it more
appealing to own our adversities and grow our stories.

If you’d like to learn how to take the grit of
life and “handle it like an oyster” until it becomes a cherished
pearl in your character, this is the book. Jill has composed a true
companion to the conflicts and crises of our lives. Through the
grease-cutting counsel of James, the influences exacted upon Job,
and the example of Paul in the Thessalonian letters, she gives the
reader an abundance of take-a-ways for Trusting God Through
Testing Times.

We then realize that perhaps we haven’t viewed
adversities correctly—as opportunities for the development of our
eternal nature. We have misconstrued the tough times and missed the
stories God wants to grow within us. When stuff happens, we have
easily defaulted from spiritual confidence in Christ to a
humanistic mentality of “why is this happening to me?”

Jill reminds us that we must wrap our minds
around it and deal with this as quickly as possible. We must
personally develop a disciplined response to trust Him and not our
understanding of things, as stated in Proverbs 3:5-6. We learn that
it is the accumulation of our life experiences, accompanied by
faith that qualifies us to empathize, encourage and rescue others.
As this grows within us we can envision every adversity as an
opportunity for making Christ manifest to others who watch our
responses, just as onlookers long ago watched Paul, the
Apostle.

The time has come for you and me to accept the
process of God’s Word that promises, “many are the afflictions of
the righteous but the Lord will deliver you through them all.”

So then, you are now about to open Jill’s
carefully assembled “toolbox for trials” which will be an
incredibly wise resource for your construction toward a greater
destiny—as Christ has intended for you all along. So, taking this
book in one hand and the Bible in the other, you’ll make the most
of every adversity you encounter, and “come forth as gold” through
tough times. God’s favor will indeed be yours as you apply the
truth, wisdom and guidance afforded through this study
companion.

Randy Berg, Friend and Pastor of Grace Church,
LaVergne, Tennessee



 Preface


Over the past several years, I’ve often been
within earshot when people say things like, “I wish God would stop
putting me through this!” or “This is a test, I just know it!” or
“God must hate me!”

Life can have its challenges for sure. My
husband, Steve, and I can certainly attest to testing times that we
have been through. We’ve had so many over the years.

For example: Many years ago as we were starting
our family my dad was diagnosed with a terminal disease called ALS
(Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis), or better known as Lou Gehrig’s
Disease. The diagnosis was grim and he had about 3 years or so to
live. ALS is a debilitating disease so as time progressed, so would
his disease. Right in the middle of all of this my mom was
diagnosed with Kidney Cancer and had six months to live!

At the time my mom got sick my dad was already
wheelchair bound from his disease. My mother’s cancer revealed
itself through a stroke and left her wheelchair bound as well. So
now we had two parents in wheelchairs. To add complication to the
situation my sister, brother, and I all lived far away from my
parents who lived in Texas. My sister lived several hours away, my
brother was in Wisconsin, and I was in Tennessee. Both my sister
and my brother had executive jobs and we had just had a baby. This
was a huge crisis!

But God gives grace as we go through trials and
grows us into a deeper relationship with Him.

My husband was on the road during a lot of this
time, but this helped increase our income. It gave us the stability
that allowed me to go back to Texas for extended time periods with
our baby in tow and oversee things at my parent’s house. My brother
came in every other month or so to oversee the business side of
things. He worked at his job as best as he could from their house.
This was before computers and cell phones so he was on the house
phone constantly. My sister would come in every weekend or two and
work on Medicare and insurance issues for them. We had to hire home
health care workers and nurses too.

Everything changed and shifted in our lives from
that point. I was trying to raise a baby and hold on to my marriage
during all of this, too. Soon, my mom did pass away and my dad
passed away a year and 3 months later. But not before he ended up
marrying his care taker six weeks before he died...another crisis!
(That story is for another time).

But during those three and a half years of
enormous trials, there were blessings, too. There are always
blessings to find in the midst of the storms. Our parents got to
see what their children were truly made of. As siblings, we saw
each other in a new light and recognized and respected the
strengths we had. And Steve and I learned what strength in marriage
was. Sometimes a crisis has a way of bonding you. God’s Word became
more real to me than I had ever experienced before. I also began to
see what true friendship means and who sticks closer to you like a
brother—and who doesn’t.

I remember being at a party and someone wanted
Steve to explain what we had just gone through with my folks. When
he finished, a friend said, “Oh, I could never go through that!”
Steve politely answered, “You haven’t been asked to, yet.”

Nothing escapes God’s watch. I don’t believe we
were being punished or God caused this crisis to teach us as a
lesson. But He did give us the grace to walk through it. If we are
asked to go through something we need to know—and more importantly
to trust- that God will bring us through it, and we will be more
the wiser for it. Trusting takes faith, right? Sometimes it takes
really great faith. But remember, we walk “through the
valley of the shadow of death …” we don’t stay there (Psalm 23).
Maybe God has been preparing us for something big that’s around the
corner! We may not know how, but we do know that the way out is to
trust in the promises of God and to trust in the character of God.
We need a boot camp of sorts to help prepare us.

I don’t know what challenges you are going
through, but there is hope. And that hope is in God’s Word! What
better way to get answers to where we are in life than through the
Word of God?

We all can give advice, even great advice, but
if we don’t understand God’s Word and learn to apply it to our
lives first, the advice ends up just being noise. We need the
foundation of God’s Word to build and grow from first, and then the
rest will fall into place.

As the World Changes

Many believe that we have entered a new season
here on earth. Times are changing and things are heating up in the
world. There’s a spirit of division and a spirit of humanism that
is prevalent. There is more greed and selfishness in people than
we’ve noticed before and there is a spirit of entitlement that is
present. It seems clear we are moving toward end time prophecies as
the world begins to deteriorate. We just don’t know God’s time
table and He does not work in our understanding of time.

But just like the parable of the ten virgins who
were waiting for the bridegroom with their lamps and oil (Matthew
25), we must be ready too! And part of getting ready is to study
His Word. We must not be foolish, like the five of the
virgins were in the parable, but wise and prepared as we wait like
the other five virgins who were. They were rewarded for their
obedience because only they were able to enter the wedding banquet
with the bridegroom when He appeared.

Are We Ready?

I kept asking myself, are we ready? Are
we mature enough, prepared enough to go through testing times as
our world becomes spiritually darker? Do we know how to be obedient
as we wait? Do we know how to walk through a crisis and not blame
God for it?

That is why I first chose to teach, and now
write, about these particular books of the Bible. I thought, if we
must go through trials and tests in life, then let’s study together
and let the Holy Spirit be our advisor, counselor, and teacher
along the way.

As I dug into James, Job, and 1 & 2
Thessalonians, I found many cross references that powerfully show
us the wisdom and truth that is coming from both Old and New
Testament teachings. What better foundation can be laid to help us
mature and endure in our trials than with the truth of scripture?
How does God and what does God want us to learn here?
These books form a perfect study for us full of what we need for
trials and tests that come our way.

Here’s a summary of what I found:

The book of James gives us practical advice and
lays out a foundation for us to mature by.

The book of Job gives us an almost unbelievable
example to show us God’s sovereignty and that we don’t have to have
complete understanding either.

The two books of Thessalonians help us put all
of this into action-steps for when we are being pursued and
persecuted— and persecuted can mean even by believers, too.

It’s all about answering the question: How do we
overcome? When life tests us, how do we make it work for us and not
against us? We gain wisdom from God’s Word and that results in a
Christian who is maturing in his/her walk with Christ and that can
help others mature in their walk as well. It’s like that child’s
game, A Barrel of Monkeys. The idea is to hook as many
monkeys together as you can and pull them up and out of the barrel.
As we grow, we reach up to others who have gone before us and we
use the other hand to grab someone and help them up along the way.
This is the Christian walk. It puts a fresh spin on the old saying,
“Life’s just a barrel of monkeys!”

The Best Way to Receive This Study

This is what I have found when doing any kind of
study. You get out of it, what you put into it. With that said, at
the top of each chapter, beneath the title, there are Bible chapter
divisions to read first; then read the chapter in this book.
Remember, this is a study guide to help deepen your
understanding of what you’re learning.

If you don’t have time to read the Bible
sections first, I understand, that’s OK. You’ll still be able to
follow along and have it make sense. But my heart is to point you
to the Bible so I want to encourage you to read the chapters when
you can.

I try to give a little historical background to
help with the setting and context of what is going on in the
scriptures in the introductions of each book. This will help lay a
better foundation for you.

My hope is this journey will deepen your
understanding and help you to stand firm in the challenges you may
be facing. He has not forgotten you and He won’t drop you either.
Look to the Lord and not to your own circumstances. Believe His
Word and trust in His character.

My hope is you begin to feel God’s loving heart
for you and you also begin to hear your Shepherd’s voice through
these scriptures and gain strength for yourself as you journey
through this study.

I have also included study questions at the end
of this book. These can be used as you go through each chapter,
after you have finished the book, and even in a group setting. They
are provided as a way to help you get as much out of these three
Bible books as you possibly can.

Remember, He’s the same yesterday, today and
tomorrow. His promises are true and you can trust in that. Now
let’s begin our journey through these powerful books.



 The Book of
James


Growing in Maturity




James’
Challenges


The book of James is filled with some of the
most practical teachings in the New Testament. This is one of the
reason’s it’s such a popular book. James writes clearly and
simply—and at times he is quite direct. We could use a little
directness in this day and age!

Many Bible scholars believe James’ focus for his
audience was the Jewish followers of Christ. The book of James is
considered to be one of the earliest New Testament writings, (with
the exception of Galatians), which might explain his practical
approach to the life of faith. That is the essence of Jewish
theology—practicality.

Much of our abstract thinking in Western
philosophy is the result of the Greeks and their influence that
they had on the early church. There’s a tendency to take that
abstract philosophical approach to the life we live and the level
of morality we live it by. This has influenced the practice of our
faith in the western world.

The book of James provides an excellent balance
for us as he urges us to seek a practical approach to living out
our faith.

About James

Imagine being the half-brother to Jesus Christ!
A person can react to such a thing in one of two ways—with envy,
jealousy and inferiority, or with respect and admiration that leads
to discipleship.

James, being human, probably did both. In John
7:5 it says, “For even his own brothers did not believe in
him.”

But James did become a believer and follower of
Christ, and also became a respected leader of the early church.

He was writing to the Jews who had been seeking
God for thousands of years. What’s nice for the reader is that his
letter is clear and forthright. It is like a blueprint for
Christian living. James addresses how circumstances can affect
mature Christians, Christian relationships, our speech, and our
heart attitudes.

He looks at himself first. James could have
called himself a leader, a pillar of the church, but instead he
uses the term doulos, meaning; “servant.” He was a
servant-leader. There’s a big difference in a leader and a
servant-leader. Most of us tend to be like the disciples who were
concerned about which of them was the greatest. Some leaders we
know are just like that; their focus is on themselves and what
they’ve achieved. A servant-leader is “others”-focused and Jesus
was the perfect model for us to follow on that. Clearly, James had
learned Christ’s ways when he heard Christ say to His
disciples,

“Instead, whoever wants to become great among you
must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your
slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Matthew 20:26-28

Rory Noland, who wrote Foundations in a Music
Ministry, pointed out the differences between a “Volunteer” and
a “Servant-Leader” that I have found to be helpful. Here are twelve
points that will help you see the difference. Which one are
you?

1. A volunteer looks upon ministry as another
commitment that they’re obligated to fulfill, but a servant looks
upon service as an opportunity to be used by God.

2. A volunteer looks upon any constructive
criticism with indignation, but a servant is grateful for feedback
because they want to be the best they can be.

3. A volunteer puts in minimum effort, but a
servant puts in maximum effort.

4. A volunteer sits back and complains about
things, but a servant looks for ways to help.

5. A volunteer feels threatened by the talents
of others, but a servant feels secure in God’s direction in their
life.

6. A volunteer does no additional study or
preparation (after all, they’re just volunteering), but a servant
is committed to being as prepared as possible.

7. A volunteer wants to quit at the first sign
of adversity or discouragement, but a servant digs in and
perseveres, trusting in the Lord.

8. A volunteer is oblivious to the needs of
those around them, but a servant is sensitive to others and prays
for them.

9. A volunteer is more prone to jealousy of
others, but a servant praises God for distributing gifts and
talents as He chooses.

10. A volunteer shrinks back from resolving
relational conflicts, but a servant seeks to resolve all relational
conflicts to preserve the unity of the team with which they
serve.

11. A volunteer’s main source of fulfillment is
her talents and abilities, but a servant knows that being used by
God is the most fulfilling thing they can do with their life.

12. A volunteer can’t handle being put into a
situation where they are stretched, but a servant responds to God
with a humble dependence on Him.

Jesus was secure in the Father, and James was
secure in Jesus. James may have been Jesus’ half-brother but he
called Jesus “Lord” and “Master.” It seems that James had one
concern, and that was to please his Lord.

Do we live our lives with that in mind? Is this
our one objective?

A servant may minister to his master directly,
but he’s equally serving when he carries out his master’s concerns.
That was James’ ambition. He could have sought political gain for
himself by writing to the Roman leaders or only writing to those
Christian leaders with the popular reputations. Instead he
demonstrated his love for the Jewish Christians who were scattered
all around. If James could help those who were dispersed to become
mature in Christ, God’s glory would be spread among the nations in
which they were all scattered.

Christian maturity enables us to be true
servants.

There’s a story of a Chinese farmer who had left
a Christian compound after having cataracts removed from his eyes.
A few days later, the missionary doctor looked out his window and
noticed this same man whose eyes had just been corrected—holding
the end of a rope, a long rope. Holding on to that rope in single
file, were several dozen blind Chinese men and women, whom he’d
rounded up and led for miles to the doctor who had worked a
“miracle” on his eyes.1

In the same way, James having his own eyes
opened to understand true Christian life, sent his letter like a
rope - a lifeline - to new, confused, and struggling Jewish
Christians everywhere—that they too might come to the Great
Physician for correction of their sight.

James was written specifically to the 1st
century people but it has a universal appeal and application to all
who read it. It is classified as one of the general epistles, which
means it is not addressed to a particular church or person, but to
a general audience.2 It is a collection of useful instructions that
we can use to help us walk out our faith.

There are many parallels between the attitude of
the culture then and the one we live in now. Back then the Roman
Empire had already hit its peak and was beginning its decline. The
spirit of the age was one of cynicism and morality and ethics were
at an all time low. Sound familiar? Solomon was right! He said
there is, “Nothing new under the sun (Ecclesiastes 1:9).” We are
declining.

Yet then and now, God calls us to the same
thing: to live as faithful believers and followers of Jesus
Christ.

As we begin this study, let’s learn from James
on how to apply our faith in practical steps. My hope is to help
break things down so all of us have a better understanding about
living through trials and tests when they come our way.

I don’t know what kind of trial you may be going
through right now. As I write this book, I am going through a
particularly big one myself. But here’s what I do know: God is the
same yesterday, today, and tomorrow and I know He is sovereign and
just. I also know He is still on the throne and hears my prayers.
Breakthrough is going to happen! I can promise you that because our
Lord God promises that.

Hang on and don’t lose heart because there is a
big difference between what is fact and what is truth.




Chapter
1


Our Faith and Our Trials

Reading assignment: James Chapter 1

Nothing becomes strong without testing it first.

One day, God was talking with a man and told
him to push on a huge rock every day until He came back. God said
that would be enough. “Do you promise to do this?” God asked. The
man promised. So every day, faithfully, the man would push on the
rock and try to move it. Two years went by, and after being
faithful to push and move the rock, the man lost hope and got
discouraged. He cried out to the Lord, “God, I have failed you! I
have tried to move this rock every day for two years, just as you
asked me to, but I can’t! I have failed you, and I’m sorry.” God
answered the man, “My son, I never asked you to move the rock. I
asked you to faithfully push on the rock and you have done
precisely that. Now look at your body. It is strong, like that of a
mighty warrior. That is what I have called you to do. You were
faithful in pushing on the rock, but you caused yourself undue
anguish when you began thinking I said to move the rock. You have
not failed Me. You are now ready to serve Me the way I intended for
you to. Now you are ready for what I have in store for
you.”

God calls us to a life of faith, and often we
lose hope along the way because things didn’t work out like we
thought they should. Is your life one of obedience in your faith?
Has God called you to push on a rock and you keep trying to move it
instead? Take a moment and seek the Lord in prayer and ask Him if
you changed direction and have re-written what He has asked of you?
Write it down and pray over it. This will help bring clarity if
you’re struggling with confusion.

Just like the man in our story who became
strong through the exercising of his muscles, our muscles too
become toned through testing them when we exercise them. We get
sore and struggle at first, but as we keep going the result is a
stronger set of muscles and a healthier body.

Trees are the same way. Trees develop a strong
root system by enduring the strong winds that come from storms.
Dirty coal changes into a beautiful and sought-after diamond by
enduring intense pressure. And steel becomes strong through
fire.3

Three types of trials

Trials come in many ways, but there are three
main ones that appear often.

1. Outward trials—trials that build
character.

2. Trials from Within—come in the form of
temptations.

3. Trials from the Word—require faith and how we
choose to conduct ourselves.

#1. Outward trials:

“Consider it pure joy my brothers, whenever you
face trials of many kinds because you know that the testing of your
faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so
that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”

James 1:2-4

This does not suggest we should seek out trials.
Nor are we to pretend that enduring trials is pleasant, because we
all know it’s not. We should however, look at trials as an occasion
for joy because of the potential of producing something good in us.
Sometimes God uses trials in our lives to purge or remove defects
from our immature faith. I can assure you that God will work
through difficult circumstances in our lives to help us grow to
full maturity

“…in all things God works for the good of those
who love Him.”

Romans 8:28 (emphasis mine)

The process of gold becoming pure is an
interesting one that is used as a metaphor for the Christian walk.
You see, in order for gold to become pure, it has to go through a
boiling process. As the impurities are brought to the surface and
scooped out, the gold becomes more bright and reflective. It is
only ready when the goldsmith can see his reflection in the
gold—then he knows it is pure. That is the goal of the Christian
walk. God matures us and removes the impurities of our lives as we
endure testing and the result is Christ’s face in us as a glorious
reflection to the world—who desperately needs to see Him.

The Story of Joseph

Another example of an outward trial is the
life of Joseph. The story is found in Genesis 37-47. Joseph endured
the jealousy of his brothers who sold him as a slave and made it
look like he was killed. That was complete rejection. Then, as he
was working as a house servant for a rich man in Egypt whose name
was Potiphar he found himself falsely accused of sexual immorality
by Potiphar’s wife and was immediately thrown in jail. He was
rejected and falsely accused—that’s a challenging trial!

After he had been in jail a while, the butler,
whom he befriended, got out. Joseph asked the butler to remember
him when he spoke to Pharaoh, but the butler forgot. It would be
another two years before the butler remembered Joseph because of
his gift to interpret dreams.

Joseph must have felt forgotten by God, just
like we do at times.

Then Joseph was released to interpret a dream
for Pharaoh that no one could interpret and his life changed
dramatically with the snap of a finger after that. You must read
the whole story to get the full affect, and I encourage you to do
so, because it’s really a good one.

Joseph, I’m sure, was confused concerning
God’s plan for him when he endured so many trials. Yet, he was able
to come through these tests believing that God was working for the
good. Rather than feeling the need to take revenge on his brothers
(after he became the second most powerful man in Egypt) he
said,

“But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you
a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great
deliverance.”

Genesis 45:7

God used many trials to make Joseph mature and
complete. We don’t always see the bigger picture at work here. God
used Joseph’s life for this purpose of saving people from a famine.
As the story of Joseph is winding down at the end of Genesis,
Joseph says to his brothers (who now know who he is),

“You intended to harm me, but God intended it for
good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many
lives.”

Genesis 50:20

Remember, there is always a bigger picture at
work in our lives that we don’t see. Trust God with your life and
your circumstances. Surrender it to Him and have hope that there is
something bigger around the corner. Remember, we are tested that we
may grow.

Be obedient and faithful in what God is
calling you to do, even it’s just pushing on a rock. Pearls become
pearls through agitation; it’s only after that that they are
beautiful and valuable. Trust in the timing and the process to
mature.

In James 1:2 many translations say to “Count
it all joy …” The word “count” in the original Greek is used when
keeping a business ledger and something is counted as a loss. James
is telling his readers to logically acknowledge that God has
allowed a trial to come into their lives to test their faith. A
steadfast faith will benefit them later when future troubles come
along. Knowing that, and with God’s help, one can survive the hard
times—which produce hope—and hope produces the joy.

Jesus Himself said, “In this world you will
have trouble… (John 16:33),” but He also said He has overcome the
world and He sent His Spirit to help us overcome it,
too.

My point is—troubles, trials, and temptations
will produce desirable results if we allow God to use
them.

Having Wisdom

“If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God,
who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be
given to him.”

James 1:5

Jewish Christians of the day would have
understood wisdom. To James and the Jews, wisdom was much more than
knowledge and intelligence. Judaism emphasized that “the fear of
the Lord” was the starting point of wisdom.

James urges his readers to ask God for insight
to allow them to see the events of their lives from the divine
perspective.

Godly wisdom equips and enables us to live
successfully by God’s standards.

Later on, we’ll look at the contrast between
earthly wisdom and divine wisdom. But when dealing with divine
wisdom, we can learn and understand that sometimes our trials can
merge into God’s plan for our lives.

So how do we get this wisdom? First, we must
understand that God is a giving God. Giving to those who ask of Him
is natural for God.

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you
will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.”

Matthew 7:7

But we have to ask first.

Second, God gives generously to all. He has no
favorite recipients of His gifts, but gives to all classes and all
races.

Third, God gives without finding fault. He
does not give in such a way as to humiliate us. He does not
chastise us for our failures or hold our unworthiness against us.
He is always ready to add new blessings to us.

And fourth, God promises to answer those who come
seeking wisdom. A request to Him according to His will receives His
answer.

“This is the confidence which we have before Him,
that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if
we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have
the requests which we have asked from Him.”

1 John 5:14-15

Godly wisdom equips and enables us to live
successfully by God’s standards. And we all need God’s wisdom to
cope successfully with life; but we should ask without
wavering.

Our attitude is key when approaching the
throne room of God. God must be approached with respect and with
trust in His ability and His willingness to give us this gift of
wisdom. God is not our friend, our “buddy” and should not be
treated so casually.

He is a sovereign Lord, our King, and worthy of it
all. Consider the posture of your prayers when you approach
God.

When We Doubt

Work at not doubting either. Doubting makes you
distrustful of God and it brings on instability in your thoughts.
According to scripture it brings on a double-mindedness.

The situation that you are going through may be
grim, but doubting God and not trusting Him makes you unstable in
the circumstances, not the circumstances themselves.

“But when you ask, you must believe and not
doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown
and tossed by the wind … Such a person is double-minded and
unstable in all they do.”

James 1:6, 8

Double-mindedness is when one part of a person
that says, “Yes, that’s true,” and the other part says, “No, that
is not true,” which creates a painful inner turmoil in us.
Therefore, God may be less likely to answer because He delights in
answering prayers that are prayed with the simple faith of a child
who knows his Father’s will. God is a good God who loves you and
wants the best for you. We need to begin to run it through that
belief system first before we can move on.

Doubting God is serious.

Let us be careful not to make light of our
hesitant faith. Doubting God is serious. When we doubt like this,
it’s really implying that we have a low view of God. So, we need to
be diligent in our prayers to Him. Hebrews 11:6 sums up my point
best.

“And without faith it is impossible to please
God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists
and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.”

Hebrews 11:6

Ask yourself, do I believe in a good,
gracious, merciful, and faithful God? Do I believe He is sovereign
and all-powerful? Can He really answer my prayers? Does He really
care enough to get involved in my life and my problems? The answer
is unequivocally, yes! But, we have to make up our minds about
these things before we can pray with an earnest heart.

Here’s my point—the more we study God’s Word,
the more He chooses to reveal Himself to us through it. So, good
for you for seeking out a study for a deeper understanding! And I
promise God will reveal Himself to you as you go along.

The Rich and the Poor

Being rich, poor, and even healthy can become
challenging in the outer trials we face. James 1:9 addresses the
poor and the rich and speaks of their material standing. The poor
must not lament their poverty, but must rejoice at God’s bounty in
their lives.

There is a documentary I saw recently simply
titled, “Happy”. It spotlights a handful of people who are and were
in extreme circumstances, but found peace and happiness in the
midst of it all. It’s a great view of how we should look at our own
circumstances in life despite what we see on the outside. It starts
from within.
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