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About the Author
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Foreword

A cruise through the inland waterways of Europe can be an enchanting experience, but it is essential to understand the rules in force and how you should behave to ensure a safe voyage. 

Although some smaller inland waterways have little commercial traffic, the major routes which have significant levels of commercial traffic can seldom be avoided completely when navigating Europe’s inland waterways. Recreational boaters will have a safer and much more enjoyable experience if they know which regulations are in force and ensure they are complying with them. 

Knowing the collision regulations followed at sea and having a boat that is built and equipped for seagoing navigation won’t necessarily see you on the right side of the law on inland waterways. It is therefore important to understand which authority has jurisdiction over a waterway and what rules are in force. The River Rhine, for example, has its own rules in place. Although CEVNI (Code Européen des Voies de Navigation Intérieure) is closely harmonised with the Police Regulations for the Navigation of the Rhine, the rules are not identical. 

For larger boats, in addition to understanding the rules of the road, there may also be technical requirements for inland-waterways vessels to comply with. The European Standard laying down Technical Requirements for Inland Navigation vessels (ES-TRIN) is updated and published regularly. The Standard is brought into force by references in the legal frameworks of the EU and the CCNR (respectively directive (EU) 2016/1629 and Rhine vessel inspection regulations), for vessels with a length of 20 metres or more and vessels for which the product of length, breadth and draught is a volume of 100 cubic metres or more. The Danube Commission and the International Sava River Basin Commission are also adopting ES-TRIN.

While the delight of ‘getting away from it all’ is easy to understand, it is essential to do your homework prior to departure and to ensure that you know what is expected of you in advance. To do otherwise might be dangerous and costly! With the help of this book, there is no reason why learning CEVNI shouldn’t be easy.

Enjoy the book, enjoy the learning and enjoy the cruising on the inland waterways of Europe.

 




Introduction

The recommendations contained within CEVNI (Code Européen des Voies de Navigation Intérieure/European Code for Inland Waterways) are intended to harmonise the regulations in force on European inland waterways. 

CEVNI is a resolution of the Working Party on Inland Water Transport of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. CEVNI was first adopted in 1962 by resolution No. 4. That was replaced by the current resolution – resolution No. 24 of 15 November 1985 – which has been revised a number of times. This book now includes revisions to version 6.

The resolution recommends that Governments and River Commissions align their regulations in force on inland waterways with the provisions contained in the Annex to the resolution. It is suggested that the provisions are reproduced maintaining the numbering of the chapters and, so far as possible, the existing order, titles and wording of the articles themselves, but it also acknowledges that some changes may be necessary.

While CEVNI provides a good basis for learning the rules, it is the various countries’ own regulations, such as the Règlement General de Police in France and Belgium and the Binnenvaart Politie Reglement in the Netherlands which apply in practice. National, local and River Commission regulations may differ from the published CEVNI regulations. However, knowledge and understanding of CEVNI is an essential prerequisite for anyone cruising on the European inland waters.

CEVNI is closely harmonised with, but not identical to, the Police Regulations for the Navigation of the Rhine.

CEVNI includes signs, rules and procedures for navigating Europe’s inland waterways, many of which are heavily utilised by commercial traffic. Commercial skippers will expect other boat operators to know the rules in force and will expect you to act accordingly. Understanding the CEVNI regulations is a great place to start learning the rules and thereby protecting yourself and your boat. Although the rules might look daunting when first encountered, they are simple enough in practice. Their fundamental purpose is the safety of all users, both pleasure and commercial.

This, the latest edition of RYA European Waterways Regulations, provides all the information you need in a clear and concise format. The book will make these things crystal clear, enabling you to pass the RYA ICC CEVNI test, which is essential if you would like the inland category on a UK ICC issued by the RYA to be validated. It is also an extremely useful reference book to have on your boat.




Definitions

Boatmaster

The person who has all the necessary qualifications and is in charge of the vessel.

Vessel

Any craft on inland waterways including Small Craft, Ferry-boats, Floating Equipment and sea-going vessels.

Normal Vessel

Any vessel other than Small Craft.

Small Craft

Vessels up to 20m long, other than tugs, Ferry-boats, and boats licensed to carry more than 12 passengers. 

Motorised Vessel

Any vessel proceeding with its own mechanical means of propulsion.

Sailing Vessel

Any vessel proceeding under sail only. If using auxiliary engine it is considered to be a Motorised Vessel.

Floating Equipment

Floating machinery, such as dredgers, elevators, cranes, etc.

Floating Establishment

A fixed floating structure, e.g. floating dock, landing stage, etc.

Floating Material

Any raft or object capable of navigation, other than a vessel or Floating Establishment.

Ferry-boat

Vessel providing transport across a waterway.

Convoy

Tug and barges under tow or being pushed, or vessels coupled side by side.

High Speed Vessel

A motorised vessel, other than Small Craft, capable of speeds in excess of 40 km/h in still water.

Scintillating Light and Quick Scintillating Light

A light flashing 40–60 times per minute and 100–120 times per minute.
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Berthing

To make fast directly or indirectly to the bank (moored) or bed of the navigation (anchored). A Stationary Vessel is one moored or at anchor.

Left Bank (also Left-Hand Side)

The bank on the left-hand side as you look downstream (downhill on a canal). 
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