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Artist Palettes A to Z - Tips, Tricks, Trivia and a little history
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In this publication I have pulled together all the important relatable facts which should be taken into consideration alongside your artist palette. Through some historical research you will also get some useful insights into art history regarding this topic and many useful tips, tricks and the interesting  trivia  included. An ideal reference point for you when considering what type of artist palette to use and  also if you are thinking about upgrading your toolkit for your studio or Plein air painting. Costly mistakes are best avoided when creating better habits for happy painting.  This book is a useful step to step guide. Also, I will show you my all time favourite artist palette creation which I love to use and how you can make your own very easily and cheaply.  It's easy to carry, store your colour scheme and also includes motivational messages. Packed with useful tips and also some interesting anecdotes which all combine to give you an enjoyable perspective on the topic of this important artistic tool. I hope you will find this information as useful as I have.
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A Little History

Palettes are a worldwide symbol of painting and indeed of art in general. The ancient Egyptians used palettes made almost entirely of siltstone found in quarries of that time. You will find many reference photos showing their ornate carvings and a prime example of this early style, which dates from pre dynastic Egypt,  is exhibited in The Louvre in Paris.  You can also see some ancient paint palettes in The Met Museum, The British Museum and The Cleveland Art Museum. Surprisingly few are in existence. The early palettes were sometimes  used to mix minerals and shades for makeup which were popular symbols of wealth and power in that era and the gods were painted with Egyptian blue. Much can be learned from studies on these early pigments about the lives of Artists in these times. Some used rushes and thick bundles of grass. Some of these Artists were tomb painters and scribes.
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