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Never approach a bull from the front, a horse from the rear, or an idiot from any direction.

- Anonymous -

Hi, my name is Terry and a senior in high school. I live with my dad, mom and older sister Kathy on a 1000-acre ranch in Texas. We run a few head of Black Angus and quarter horses. There’s always tons of work and chores to do; riding miles of fence lines, fences to mend, hay to bale, chickens to feed just to mention a few.   

Kathy is two years older than me and kind of pretty, but meaner than hell! She has a quick temper and is not afraid of the devil himself. I guess this comes from growing up as a tomboy; working with cattle and horses. She can and will work as hard as any guy. But don’t tell her I said that because I don’t want her to think I have high regards for her. Heaven forbid she might expect me to sit her up on a pedestal!

My dad can be very strict, but gentle when the situation calls for it. He doesn’t say a lot but when he does speak you better listen. My mom is just the opposite. She doesn’t have a mean bone in her body and is always in good spirits. She loves to joke around and pick on us; a lot of fun to be around.

Sounds like we are a happy knit family, right? Well, not always. It all started one Friday morning. School was out for the summer and it was nothing for us to be up well before daybreak for breakfast. Breakfast was a time Dad insisted we all sit down as a family to work out any issues that may have come up and to lay out the day’s work schedule. I guess it was also his way of making sure we were still alive. Being young, Kathy and I were usually going in 40 different directions at once. This was his way of keeping track of us.
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