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				To Rosina Greco, Mamma Rosa, my guiding light through allthings Italian. Your spirit illuminates every page.

				I am deeply grateful to my family and friends in 

				Canada and Italy, especially cousin Mario Greco, who helped inspire this story, and cousin Elaine 

				Iannuzziello, whose unwavering support has meant more than words can express.

				My heartfelt thanks to my dedicated beta readers, including children’s author and illustrator Tasneem Dairywala. Your insights and encouragement have been invaluable.

				To all my supporters, near and far: your belief in this project has made it not only possible, but also truly joyful.
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