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Paul R. Wonning

Description

A History of Dearborn County serves as a great historical resource for home school students and Indiana history buffs. It includes information on museums, historical markers, National Register of Historic Sites and other areas of historical interest in Dearborn County, Indiana. The guide is a great help in planning field trips as local parks and nature preserves are included in the book, as well. Readers will discover historical information on Dearborn County cities and towns like Aurora, Lawrenceburg, Greendale the smaller communities in the county. Home schooling parents and local history buffs can use the book as a guide to finding Dearborn County's historical treasure for fun and educational field trips.
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County History
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The county form of local organization originated in England. The English counties, called shires, came into being as local units of government organization in the Ninth Century. The word "shire" derives from the Old High German word “scira" and means "care" or "official charge". A shire is a unit of local government control with a sheriff, appointed by the king, as the principal executive authority. The word "county" originated from the Old French word, "conté" which denoted a governmental division under the sovereignty of a count, or viscount. When the Normans of France conquered England in 1066 they brought the word with them. County and shire have become synonymous. When the English began colonizing North America they began organizing shires, or counties, as they spread inland. In the United States, and Canada, the county evolved as a local unit of government that originally used geographic features, such as creeks and rivers, as boundaries. These units typically have local officials, such as sheriffs and trustees, to govern them. Each county is subdivided into smaller divisions known as townships. 

Counties in Indiana

Indiana has 92 counties, each with its own county seat, or capital, and governing local officials. The first county organized in what is now Indiana was Knox County, established when Indiana was still part of the Northwest Territory. Knox County, organized on June 20, 1790, included the current states, or parts of, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, and Ohio. The last county organized in Indiana was Newton County, created by the state legislature on December 8, 1859. The oldest counties, in general, are in the southern part of the state along the Ohio River and were separated from either the original Knox County or other later counties. Most of Indiana's counties were named after United States Founding Fathers, Revolutionary War heroes or men instrumental to Indiana’s history. Most have little or no connection to the county whose name they bear.

County Seat

In general, county seats, the seat of a county's government, are located near the geographic center of the county. The county court house is located in the county seat. During the early phase of the state's history various towns within a county competed fiercely for the county seat. The seat, as the center of county government, attracted settlers in greater numbers and all citizens in the county had to visit the county seat periodically to pay taxes, obtain marriage licenses, land deeds and other official tasks. Thus, businesses located in county seats had more traffic than businesses in outlying towns. Property values were usually higher and there was higher prestige in having the county seat located in a particular town. Many county seats have been moved at least once and sometimes several times. These moves sometimes created conflicts, both legal, and physical, over the relocation. Shots have been fired over relocations and more than one time county records had to be moved secretly in the middle of the night to stave off conflicts. 

Here is an alphabetical list of Indiana counties:

Adams

Allen

Bartholomew

Benton

Blackford

Boone

Brown

Carroll

Cass

Clark

Clay

Clinton

Crawford

Daviess

Dearborn

Decatur

De Kalb

Delaware

Dubois

Elkhart

Fayette

Floyd

Fountain

Franklin

Fulton

Gibson

Grant

Greene

Hamilton

Hancock

Harrison

Hendricks

Henry

Howard

Huntington

Jackson

Jasper

Jay

Jefferson

Jennings

Johnson

Knox

Kosciusko

La Porte

Lagrange

Lake

Lawrence

Madison

Marion

Marshall

Martin

Miami

Monroe

Montgomery

Morgan

Newton

Noble

Ohio

Orange

Owen

Parke

Perry

Pike

Porter

Posey

Pulaski

Putnam

Randolph

Ripley

Rush

St. Joseph

Scott

Shelby

Spencer

Starke

Steuben

Sullivan

Switzerland

Tippecanoe

Tipton

Union

Vanderburgh

Vermillion

Vigo

Wabash

Warren

Warrick

Washington

Wayne

Wells

White

Whitley
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Power of Indiana Counties
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The United States Constitution leaves the organization and function of county government to the individual states, thus organization and powers of county government can vary from state to state. Article 6, Section 2 of the Indiana Constitution establishes specific county offices. Article 6, Section 3 allows the General Assembly to create new offices for counties and townships as it sees fit. Article 6, Section 8 the Constitution gives the General Assembly the power of impeachment of county officials and the mechanism to fill county official vacancies that may occur after the General Election. Article 9, Section 3 gives the counties the power to create farms to care for individuals that, due to age, infirmity or misfortune to care for these individuals and see to their welfare. In general, counties have powers to legislate as long as the proposed statute is not expressly forbidden by the state constitution or not within the state's jurisdiction. Legislative powers of counties can be confusing and a further discussion of their powers is beyond the author's scope of understanding. If the reader has further questions about the county's powers, it is best to consult with an attorney. 

Back to Table of Contents



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Local Government Organization in Indiana
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Local governments within counties in Indiana consist of townships and incorporated towns and cities. 

Townships

Townships are smaller governing units within a county. A Township Trustee, elected by voters within their township, represents those voters in the township, which also elects a three-member Township Board to assist the Trustee. 

Incorporated Towns and Cities

Incorporated towns and cities elect their own representatives independent of the township. These officials include the mayor and the city or town council. Depending upon the organization of the local government, there may be other elected officials.
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Constitutionally Created County Officials
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Sheriff

Clerk of Circuit Court

Auditor

Recorder

Coroner

Treasurer

Surveyor

Prosecuting Attorney

The prosecutor represents the State of Indiana in all court cases in the district to which they are elected. 

County Officials Created by the Assembly

Judge

County Council

Board of County Commissioners

County Assessor

Some Counties have:

Superior Court

County Court

Sheriff

The sheriff has both county and state functions. The sheriff administers the county jail and is responsible for prisoners held within the jail. The sheriff administers work release programs. The sheriff collects delinquent taxes for both the county and the Indiana Department of Revenue. The sheriff is authorized to appoint deputies as approved by the county commissioners. Most times the county 911 emergency response system is maintained by the sheriff's department. The sheriff's department is the primary law enforcement agency within a county. The sheriff and their deputies have jurisdiction everywhere within their county, including all towns and cities. In Indiana a sheriff is elected to a four year term and is limited to two terms. According to Indiana Code 36-2-13-5, the sheriff’s duties include:

Arrest persons who commit an offense within the Sheriff's jurisdiction

Suppress breaches of the peace

Calling the power of the county to the Sheriff's aid if necessary

Pursue and jail felons

Serve or execute all process directed to the Sheriff by legal authority

Attend and preserve order in all courts of the county

Operate the county jail and care for the prisoners therein.

Indiana law additionally specifies that the Sheriff maintain records, facilitate the sex offender registry within the county, serve state tax warrants, conduct Sheriff Sales on foreclosed homes, and issue handgun permits. In Elkhart County, when someone calls 911 or needs help, particularly outside the municipal limits, the Sheriff gets the calls.

Clerk of Circuit Court

The clerk is the guardian of democratic government in Indiana. It is the clerk's responsibility to execute a smooth election process in the county. The clerk must administer Indiana's elections in a fair manner. The clerk also receives candidate filings and certifies election results. The Clerk appoints members to the county election board and is a member of that board. It is up to the clerk to assure that all polling places in the county are in compliance with Indiana's laws. 

In addition to this, the clerk maintains all of the county's court records and issues marriage licenses and draws the names of prospective jurors for court cases. The clerk also collects fines, court cost payments and money judgments from civil cases. The clerk pays this money out to the person or entity entitled to the judgment. Child support payments are also the responsibility of the clerk. 

Auditor

The auditor maintains the county's financial accounts and issues checks. The auditor works closely with the county commissioners in budgetary matters. The auditor also serves as the secretary for the board of county commissioners and as clerk to the county council. The auditor takes the taxes collected by the Treasurer and distributes it to the county agencies. As the principal financial officer of the county, the auditor must also develop financial analysis and cash flow projections. The auditor must also prepare an annual report so the commissioners can develop a budget. 

Recorder

The recorder maintains the county's records. The records include property deeds, marriages, mortgages, liens, military discharges, leases and powers of attorney. 

Coroner

The coroner's function is to determine the cause of death in instances of death caused by violence, accident or death under suspicious circumstances. The coroner is to employ a qualified pathologist to perform an autopsy if one is needed. The coroner must then file a death certificate with the local health officer. 

Treasurer

The county treasurer is responsible for collecting all taxes due to the county from individuals, the state and other sources. The treasurer works with the auditor to ensure that county monies are distributed properly. 

Surveyor

The county surveyor’s duties include preparing, maintaining and making available to the public section maps, grants, subdivisions and other property parcel records in the county. 

Prosecuting Attorney

The Prosecuting Attorney bears responsibility for enforcing Indiana’s laws within the county. They also prosecute felony and misdemeanor crimes in the county, appoint grand juries and conduct investigations into crimes. They also have the power to prosecute minor crimes like traffic violations, juvenile cases and other infractions. 

Judge

The county judicial system lies at the center of Indiana’s judicial system. A county’s voters elect the county judge, whose term is for six years. The governor has the power to appoint a county judge when a vacancy occurs between elections. Judges preside over civil and criminal cases within a county as well as other judicial functions. The county circuit court serves as the court of original jurisdiction for cases in a county. For a more detailed explanation of the functions of a county court, consult an attorney. 

Some Counties have:

Superior Court

County Court

Board of County Commissioners

Indiana Statute requires that county commissioners meet monthly. They may meet oftener, if need arises. The county auditor acts as the clerk of the board of commissioners and must keep records of all proceedings in the Auditor's office.

County Council

Each county is divided into districts of varying number. Generally, a council member is elected from each district, with three at-large members. The council is a body created by the General Assembly is not a constitutionally created position. The County Council has the ultimate power over the county's fiscal matters. The council establishes the county budget, determines county employee pay scales and benefits, establishes the tax rates and authorizes all county expenditures and purchases. In general, Indiana code gives the following powers to the members of the county council:

Approving and fixing annual operating budgets of all county government offices and agencies. (IC 36-2-5-11)

Establishing salaries, wages, per diems and other compensation for all county officials and employees (IC 36-2-5-11)

Fixing tax rates and establishing levies on all county property for the purpose of raising funds to meet budget requirements in conducting county business, as well as authorizing the borrowing of money in the form of bonds and notes. (IC36-2-6-18)

Appropriating public funds, i.e., authorizing the expenditure of county money by particular officials or departments for specific purposes

Authorizing certain purchases or sales of county owned land (IC 36-1-11-3) or other real property (36-2-2-20) 

County Assessor

The assessor uses the tax rates established by the county commissioners to assess property values in the county for taxation purposes. The assessor certifies those values to the auditor. Taxpayers may appeal the assessor’s valuation of their property. 
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County Finances
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County Sources of Revenue

Property Taxes

Income Taxes

State Funding

Federal Funding

Investment Income

Debt Funding

Miscellaneous Revenue

––––––––
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Property Taxes

All property within a county is subject to property tax, unless the property has been specifically declared exempt. The county assessor is responsible for setting property values, based upon rates set by the County Commissioners. Property tax valuation is a complicated procedure. For more information, contact your county assessor or commissioner. 

Income Taxes

The State of Indiana permits counties to collect income taxes. These taxes are collected as a part of withholding with the Indiana Department of Revenue collecting them and distributing the revenue to the county. The county has multiple options for imposing this tax. 

State Funding

The state distributes revenue collected from various taxes collected at the state level. These include aircraft, boat and taxes on financial institutions. This is not an all inclusive list, as the list also includes funds from inheritance taxes, alcoholic beverage fees and many other taxes and fees. 

Federal Funding

The federal government also provides funding in the form of grants and other financial bequests. 

Investment Income

Counties and localities are permitted to invest in certain Federal investments like Treasury bonds and the like. The interest collected on these investments can provide addition county funding. 

Debt Funding

County and local governments are permitted to borrow money for specific projects. This can include short term loans, long term loans, bond issues and other forms of borrowing.

Miscellaneous Revenue

The State permits counties to impose several different types of special taxes, including motor vehicle excise surtaxes, innkeeper taxes, food and beverage taxes and "special benefit" taxes. 

Note:

It is beyond the scope of this work to go into the complex system of county and local taxation. The author's intent is only to provide a general outline of a county's sources of revenue for informational purposes. For more information, contact your county commissioner or trustee.
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Meetings and Records
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The Indiana Constitution provides that county officials meet periodically and requires public notices of such meetings and that records be kept of the proceedings. 
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Basic County Information 
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County Seat – Lawrenceburg 

Area - 307.42 square miles

Population - 49,331 (2016 estimate)

Founded - March 7, 1803

Named for- Dr. Henry Dearborn

County Government

Administration Offices

165 Mary St

Lawrenceburg, IN 47025

(812) 537-1040

https://www.dearborncounty.org

Tourism Information

Dearborn County Visitor Center

320 Walnut Street

Lawrenceburg, IN 47025

812-537-0814

800-322-8198

dearborn@visitsoutheastindiana.com

https://www.visitsoutheastindiana.com

Back to Table of Contents

Dearborn County Climate and Weather

Rainfall (in.) - 42.4739 - 39.2

Snowfall (in.) - 16.7666 - 25.8

Precipitation Days - 79.5 - 102

Sunny Days – 179.205

Avg. July High - 86.72286.1

Avg. Jan. Low - 22.422 - 22.6

Comfort Index (higher=better) - 4954

UV Index - 3.6 - 4.3

Elevation ft. - 790 -1,443

USDA Zone 5b -15°F to -10°F

USDA Zone 6a -10°F to -5°F

USDA Zone 6b -5°F to 0°F

USDA Zone 7a 0°F to 5°F

The areas closest to the Ohio River are moderated by the river and are in USDA Zone 7a. The areas further north and west gradually grow colder in winter.

Back to Table of Contents

Dearborn County Geography:

The highest point in Dearborn County is in the northwestern part of the county near the town of Jackson, 1040 feet. The lowest elevation is the point where Laughery Creek drains into the Ohio River, 449 feet in the southeastern portion of the county. About 70 percent of Dearborn County is farmland. Farm products include livestock, corn, soybeans, chickens, tobacco and horses. Hay is also an important crop. The county also has some peach and apple orchards. The Whitewater River drains the eastern portion of the county, Laughery Creek the southern portion with Tanner and Hogan Creeks draining the central and east central regions of the county. The Ohio River forms the southeastern border, with all the creeks and rivers draining into it. Broad upland plains form the topography of the north eastern, central and western portions of the county. Creeks have carved deep valleys into the terrain as they approach the Ohio River. Many of the valleys are prone to flooding during periods of high rainfall. A levee protects Lawrenceburg from flooding, however, Aurora is subject to periodic flooding from the Ohio River. Much of the water supply for the cities comes from deep wells dug in the gravelly areas near the river. Many residents in rural areas rely on dug wells or cisterns. 

Position in the World

The Ohio River forms a portion of the southeast boundary between Dearborn County and Northern Kentucky. Laughery Creek provides the boundary between Dearborn and Ohio Counties, also on the southeast. Ripley County lies to immediate west and Franklin County to the north. The eastern boundary is the state line with Ohio lying to the east.
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Thumbnail History
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1798 - Israel Ludlow Surveys True Meridian That Became Indiana/Ohio State Line

By October 1798 Ludlow had completed surveying the Greenville Treaty line and was ready to begin surveying the Symmes tract in the region of the Great Miami River. Before he could begin surveying this, he needed to have a true north/south meridian from which he could base the remainder of the survey. The Northwest Territory Act had mandated that 5, and not more than 7, states be created from the vast territory. It had stated that the border between an "eastern state," and a "middle," state consist of a true meridian that proceeded due north from a point where the Great Miami River enters the Ohio River. thus, Ludlow began surveying the true meridian that would become the line between the new Indiana Territory and the old Northwest Territory in 1800. In 1803 Ohio would become a state. The meridian survives today as the border between Ohio and Indiana.

Early Settlement

The first reported settlers began filtering into what is now Dearborn County along the Ohio River in 1794. Local lore suggests George Groves built the first log cabin on the banks of Laughery Creek. Another early settler, Nicholas Cheek, settled along Wilson Creek. Other accounts hold that Adam Flade was the first settler on land along South Hogan Creek in January 1796. Revolutionary War Veteran Ephraim Morrison followed, building the first log cabin and clearing the first trees along Hogan Creek somewhere in present day Aurora. Other settlers followed these first pioneers. These first settlers were squatters who did not have clear title to the land they occupied. 

April 06, 1801 - Land Office in Cincinnati Began Selling Land

Already Settled

Settlers had already "squatted," on much of the land that was now on the market. The Whitewater and Laughery Creek valleys already contained cabins, farms and small settlements. The people that lived on these tracts did not own title to the lands, rather they possibly hoped to purchase their selections when the land office opened. Nonetheless, when the land office opened in Cincinnati people did not flock to the land office. The first purchases in what is now Dearborn County did not occur until April 9.

The opening of the land office gave people their first chance at purchasing the lands in southeastern Indiana. Joseph Hayes made the first recorded land purchase in Dearborn County on April 9, 1801. Many of the early squatters had to leave their land, as most could not afford the $2.00 per acre. In 1796 the minimum tract of land that the government would sell was 640 acres, which put the price of land far above what the average pioneer could afford. The Harrison Land Act of 1800 reduced this amount to 320 acres, which was still more than most cash strapped pioneers could pay. Thus, many of those moving into the area before 1801 had to leave their homesteads when others purchased the land. 

The Gore

When the Indiana Territory formed in 1800, the region that is now Dearborn County remained part of the Northwest Territory which had Cincinnati as its capitol. It lay west of the Prime Meridian surveyed by Israel Ludlow in 1798. The triangular area of land west of this line included all of what is now Dearborn and Ohio Counties, was called the Gore. Parts of Switzerland, Ripley, Franklin, Wayne, Union and Randolph Counties were also in the Gore. When Congress passed the enabling act on April 2, 1802, that allowed Ohio to begin the statehood process, they detached the Gore from the Northwest Territory and attached it to the Indiana Territory. The Prime Meridian surveyed by Ludlow in 1798 became the line separating Ohio from the Indiana Territory.

Formation of Dearborn County

Indiana Territorial Governor William Henry Harrison attached the region that became Dearborn County to Wayne County on January 24, 1803. Before this the region had no governmental organization. Harrison organized Dearborn County on March 7, 1803, naming it after Dr. Henry Dearborn who served as President Thomas Jefferson's Secretary of War at the time Harrison formed the county. The first court took place in September 1803. One of the earliest offenders was found guilty of striking a judge with a clap board. His sentence included confinement in a pen constructed of logs and rails. His neck was placed in a stock made from two wooden rails. The first Dearborn County jail was built in 1804. The county line followed the Greenville Treaty line, which separated it from Jefferson County. The original Dearborn County included current Ohio and Franklin Counties. 

Lawrenceburg County Seat

Harrison deemed Lawrenceburg, platted in 1802, as the county seat. Lawrenceburg would remain the county seat until 1835, when it moved to Wilmington. The county seat remained in Wilmington for eight years. 

Separation

Franklin County was separated from Dearborn County in 1811, establishing the current northern boundary. Ripley County separated from Dearborn County 1818Disputes between Rising Sun and Lawrenceburg over the location of the county seat caused the county seat to be moved from Lawrenceburg to Wilmington in 1835, as that town was closer to the center of the county. A new brick court house was constructed in Wilmington. Ohio County was created and separated from Dearborn County in 1844 and the Dearborn County seat shifted back to Lawrenceburg.
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