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Section I: Die



Austin

for Chris

The call comes and they ask in the same way every time 

if I remember who you are and this is how they tell me 

that you are dead.
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Death is nothing new but it’s new to me and you and it’s

unfathomable to me that you are gone.

At 17, your rusted out 4x4 

on the back roads of Parke County

saved my summer nights before college 

whisked me away again. 

We’d have no way of knowing your life 

was already half over. 

*
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How cruel. 

*
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Texas got you after all this time, some

1,100 miles away. 

How can anyone ask if I remember you? 

I never forgot you, even if we weren’t friends
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