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Chapter 1: The Axiom: The Hubris of the Ratio
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Nova Aken was an ode to human control. In this city of glass and steel, no organic chaos existed; every street, every corner was a triumph of planning. The most prominent, chilling article of faith in this city was The Axiom, a complex of five monolithic towers, designed to prove the absolute superiority of rational order.

Dr. Alaine Vance was not just an engineer; she was the high priestess of truth. In her field of Applied Mathematics and Structural Engineering, her guiding principle was unshakeable: "Mathematics never lies." Her life was dedicated to controlling chaos with order.

Her confrontation with architect Alex, the visionary behind The Axiom, was a clash of two equal, yet opposite, intellects. Alex's design was coldly perfect, stripped of any human margin of error.
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