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​

(Höherer SS- und Polizeiführer, HSSPF)​

The SS and Police Leaders were high-ranking officials within the Nazi Party who oversaw different elements of the Schutzstaffel (SS) and the Ordnungspolizei (Orpo; the regular uniformed police) prior to and throughout World War II in the German Reich and its occupied regions.

The office of the Höherer SS- und Polizeiführer (Higher SS and Police Leader, HSSPF) was established by a decree dated 13 November 1937, which was signed by Reich Interior Minister Wilhelm Frick. This decree permitted the formation of HSSPF in each of the 13 Wehrkreise (military districts) of the German armed forces within the German Reich, but only under conditions of mobilisation. During such times, the HSSPF would function as deputies under the authority of Heinrich Himmler, the Reichsführer-SS and head of the German police, with the responsibility of leading, coordinating, and integrating all local and regional SS and police units into the defence structure of the Reich. The initial HSSPF to be activated were those appointed in the Wehrkreise adjacent to Austria during the Anschluss crisis in March 1938, as well as in Czechoslovakia during the summer and fall of that same year.

The Oberabschnitte represented the Allgemeine-SS regional commands within each Wehrkreis. The leaders of these commands held the title of SS-Oberabschnittsführer (SS Main District Leader) and typically possessed the rank of SS-Gruppenführer or SS-Obergruppenführer. The SS-Oberabschnitte were under the authority of the HSSPF; however, in most cases, the SS-Oberabschnittsführer concurrently held both roles. The role of the Higher SS and Police Leader was to serve as the primary command authority for every SS and police unit within these specified geographical areas, reporting solely to Himmler and, through him, to Adolf Hitler. They were intended to act as Himmler's principal liaison and unifier of all Allgemeine SS and police elements within a region.

Following the Anschluss in March 1938, when Austria was integrated into the German Reich, two new Wehrkreise and their respective HSSPF were established in the region. Similarly, after the conquest of Poland in October 1939, two additional Wehrkreise and corresponding HSSPF were formed for the Polish territories that were directly annexed into the Reich.

In all other occupied regions, no Wehrkreise were set up, resulting in the HSSPF functioning as independent commands, with several subordinate SS- und Polizeiführer (SS and Police Leader, SSPF) commands reporting to them. These roles were initiated in November 1939 to aid the HSSPF in managing the extensive areas under their control.

Ultimately, in the autumn of 1943, Himmler established two Höchster SS- und Polizeiführer (Supreme SS and Police Leader, HöSSPF) positions with authority over vast territories; these included Italien (1943–1945) and Ukraine (1943–1944), each having both HSSPF and SSPF reporting to them. Within designated areas, SS and Police Leaders commanded and oversaw multiple SS and police units. This generally encompassed the Ordnungspolizei (Orpo; regular police), SiPo (security police), which included the Gestapo (secret police) and Kriminalpolizei (Kripo; criminal police), Totenkopfverbände (SS-TV; Nazi concentration camps), and SD (intelligence service). Most HSSPF typically held the rank of SS-Gruppenführer or higher, directly reporting to Himmler regarding all SS-related matters within their jurisdiction. Most SSPF usually held the rank of SS-Oberführer or SS-Brigadeführer and reported to their HSSPF. The function of all SS and Police Leaders was to be integral to the SS control mechanism within their jurisdiction, enforcing order among the populace and supervising the activities of SS personnel within each respective district. The HSSPF had the authority to circumvent the administrative chain of command for the SS, SD, SiPo, SS-TV, Waffen-SS, and Orpo in their district under the pretext of an 'emergency situation', thus enabling direct operational control.

Himmler sanctioned the establishment of SS and Police Bases (SS- und Polizeistützpunkte) in the occupied territories of Poland and the Soviet Union. These bases were intended to function as "armed industrialised agricultural complexes" aimed at maintaining order in their respective locations. However, this initiative did not progress beyond the planning phase.

In the years 1944 and 1945, numerous HSSPF were elevated to the rank of general in the Waffen-SS by Himmler. This promotion seemingly served as a means to afford them potential protection by granting them combatant status in accordance with the Hague Convention's rules of warfare.

The SS and Police Leaders played a pivotal role in numerous war crimes perpetrated by SS personnel. The HSSPF acted as commanding SS generals for any Einsatzgruppen (death squads) operating within their jurisdiction. This responsibility included issuing orders for the execution of tens of thousands of individuals. Furthermore, they initiated anti-partisan operations and directed police units to procure forced labour for projects related to the war.
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Troops from the SS Police Battalions load Jews into boxcars at Marseille, France, in January 1943.

The SS and Police Leaders held the supervisory authority over the Jewish ghettos in Poland and were directly involved in coordinating deportations to Nazi extermination camps. They exercised direct command over Order Police battalions and SD regiments assigned to secure the ghettos. The HSSPF routinely supplied SS and police guards, along with other support personnel, for the transports to the death camps. They also engaged in negotiations with various Reich agencies and ministries regarding rolling stock, supplies, provisions, rail schedules, and a multitude of other necessities to ensure the efficient execution of roundups and the operation of death trains. Additionally, in satellite and client states, the HSSPF negotiated directly with puppet or collaborationist governments to facilitate the deportation of their Jewish populations to the East. Ultimately, the HSSPF were also directly involved in the construction and functioning of the extermination camps.

​After the conclusion of the war, numerous SS and Police Leaders, especially those who had been active in Poland and the Soviet Union, either took their own lives or faced charges for war crimes and crimes against humanity.
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Ludolf-Hermann von Alvensleben ​
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Ludolf-Hermann Emmanuel Georg Kurt Werner von Alvensleben was born on 17 March 1901 in Halle, located in the Prussian Province of Saxony, into the noble von Alvensleben family. His father was Ludolf von Alvensleben (1844–1912), a Prussian Major General who had retired from active duty to manage the family estate near Schochwitz Castle, inherited from Ludolf-Hermann's grandfather, the Prussian general Hermann von Alvensleben (1809–1887).

In 1911, Alvensleben joined the Prussian cadet corps and later, in 1918, became part of the 10th (Magdeburg) Hussars Regiment, though he did not participate in World War I combat. He briefly served in a paramilitary Freikorps unit in 1920 and was a member of the nationalist Der Stahlhelm group from 1923 until July 1929. After his father's death in December 1912, he inherited the family manor at Schochwitz. On 3 May 1924, he married Melitta von Guaita, and they had four children together. Additionally, he fathered a son who was raised as a Lebensborn child.

Alvensleben joined the Nazi Party and the Sturmabteilung (SA) in 1929, quickly becoming leader of the local branch in Eisleben and chief district official in Mansfeld Land. From July 1931, he led the SA’s motorised corps in the Halle-Merseburg Gau. He left the SA in 1932, at which time he was heavily in debt and had a significant criminal record, including charges such as libel and traffic violations.

Following the Nazi rise to power, on 12 February 1933, Alvensleben and Gauleiter Rudolf Jordan organised a violent assault by SA and SS forces against Communist officials in Eisleben, resulting in three deaths and numerous injuries; this event became known as Eisleben Bloody Sunday. In March 1933, he became a member of the Saxon provincial parliament and the Prussian Landtag. In the November 1933 election, he was elected to the Reichstag representing constituency 11 (Merseburg) and remained a member until the Nazi regime’s collapse in May 1945, later representing constituency 31 (Württemberg) from April 1938.

On 5 April 1934, Alvensleben joined the Schutzstaffel (SS) and took command of the 46th Regiment in Dresden with the rank of Obersturmbannführer. On 22 August 1934, Reichsführer-SS Heinrich Himmler reprimanded him for insulting a woman in Leipzig earlier that year. Beginning 1 October 1935, he led the 26th SS-Regiment in Halle. His career progressed as he became commander of SS-District X in Stuttgart on 20 September 1936 and commander of SS-District XXXIII in Schwerin on 1 July 1937.

After the 1939 invasion of Poland, Alvensleben served as commander of the Volksdeutscher Selbstschutz ("German Self-Defense") in the newly formed Reichsgau Danzig-West Prussia.

The Selbstschutz paramilitary units, composed of members of the German minority in Poland and directed by SS officials, carried out mass killings during the Intelligenzaktion Pommern in the "Fordon Valley of Death," the Piaśnica massacres, and other brutal acts. In a letter to Himmler, Alvensleben expressed frustration with conscientious Wehrmacht officers whom he considered too lenient to implement harsh measures. In 1939, he seized the Jewish-owned estates of Rucewo and Rucewko in Reichsgau Wartheland.  

In December 1939, Alvensleben was appointed to the staff under Friedrich-Wilhelm Krüger, the SS and Police Leader in Kraków, General Government. On 23 May 1940, he was promoted to Hauptsturmführer in the Waffen-SS. Beginning in February 1941, he served the Reich Security Main Office, taking command as SS and Police Leader in Chernigov on 22 October 1941 and later in Simferopol, Crimea, on 19 November. In 1942, Alvensleben acted as SS inspector for the Durchgangsstrasse IV, a major forced labor project constructing a road from Lemberg to Stalino (now Donetsk). From 6 October 1943, he held this role in Nikolaev with the rank of Major General, officially assigned to Army Group A; his time there was marked by irregularities and additional mass executions.  

On 19 February 1944, he replaced Udo von Woyrsch as Higher SS and Police Leader in Dresden. He used this opportunity to target his creditors, including Carl Wentzel, who was denounced after the 20 July plot, arrested, and executed, which allowed Alvensleben to regain control of his heavily indebted estate in Schochwitz. In the final days of the war, he left Dresden and fled westward.

In April 1945, British forces captured Alvensleben. By the end of 1945, he had escaped from the internment camp at Neuengamme in Hamburg. After a brief period in Schochwitz, he fled with his family to Argentina in early 1946. Although the exact date of their arrival is unknown, a 2000 documentary film reports that the government of Juan Perón granted Alvensleben citizenship under the name Carlos Lücke on 27 November 1952.

He resided in Buenos Aires until July 1956 before relocating to Santa Rosa de Calamuchita. Starting in November 1952, he worked as an inspector of fish farming. A Polish court sentenced Alvensleben to death in absentia.

In January 1964, the Munich district court issued an arrest warrant for Alvensleben for the murder of at least 4,247 people in Poland by Selbstschutz units under his command in late 1939. Despite prosecution efforts, Alvensleben was never brought to trial and died in Argentina in 1970.
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[image: ]




Erich Julius Eberhard von dem Bach-Zelewski was originally named Erich Julius Eberhard von Zelewski and was born in Lauenburg on 1 March 1899 to Polish-Kashubian parents, Otto Johannes von Zelewski (1859–1911) and Elżbieta Ewelina Szymańska (born 1862 into a Polish family in the city of Thorn from the Kujawy region). His father, who was both an officer and a farmer, hailed from a financially struggling Polish-Kashubian family of landed gentry with ancestral ties to Seelau. The lineage of Erich's family can be traced back to the Polish nobility, which possessed its own coat of arms (Żelewski). The grandfather of Erich von Żelewski was Franciszek von Żelewski, who was united in marriage to Ewa Kętrzyńska.

His uncle, Emil von Zelewski, met his demise in 1891 while serving as the commanding officer of the Schutztruppe in German East Africa during a conflict with the Hehe. The Zelewski family traditionally communicated in Kashubian and Polish within their household and had longstanding ties to the Roman Catholic church in Linde; however, upon reaching adulthood, Zelewski chose to affiliate himself with a Protestant church.

Due to his father's obligation to support several siblings, he sold the inherited manor and transitioned into a career as a traveling salesman. Consequently, Zelewski and his six siblings experienced a childhood marked by relative poverty in Bialla, East Prussia, where he received his elementary education. At the age of twelve, following the death of his father, the children were placed into foster care. Zelewski was subsequently taken in by a landowner named Schickfuss in Trebnig.

Zelewski pursued his education at various high schools located in Neustadt, Strasburg, and Konitz.

The First World War erupted during the summer holidays of 1914, while Zelewski was residing with his mother in Bialla. At just fifteen years old, he managed to enlist in the Prussian Army by December 1914, earning recognition as its youngest volunteer. He served throughout the entirety of the First World War. In 1915, he sustained a bullet wound to his shoulder, and in 1918, he was subjected to a poison gas attack.

He received the Iron Cross, First Class. By the conclusion of the war, he had achieved the rank of Leutnant.

After the armistice in November 1918, Zelewski continued his service in the Reichswehr and participated in the conflicts against the Polish Silesian Uprisings. In 1924, he either resigned from his military commission or was discharged, returning to his farm in Düringshof (currently known as Bogdaniec in the Gorzów Wielkopolski county of Poland). He became affiliated with the German veterans' organisation Der Stahlhelm and also joined the Deutschvölkischer Schutz- und Trutzbund, which was the largest, most active, and most influential antisemitic organisation during the Weimar Republic. That same year, Zelewski enlisted with the border guards (Grenzschutz).

On 23 October 1925, Zelewski legally appended "von dem Bach" to his surname. Subsequently, on 28 November 1940, he eliminated the "Zelewski" portion of his name due to its Polish connotation. Throughout his career, Bach-Zelewski altered his genealogy multiple times to impress his superiors. A significant source of embarrassment for him was that all three of his sisters had wed Jewish men. Following the war, he asserted during interrogation that this situation had tarnished his reputation within the army, compelling him to depart from the Reichswehr.

In July 1930, Bach-Zelewski departed from the Grenzschutz and became a member of the Nazi Party (membership number 489,101). On 15 February 1931, he joined the Schutzstaffel (SS) as member number 9,831. He quickly advanced through the ranks and was elevated to the position of SS-Brigadeführer on 15 December 1933. During this time, he allegedly had a dispute with his staff officer, Anton von Hohberg und Buchwald, which resulted in Buchwald's death on 2 July 1934 during the Night of the Long Knives, an act for which he was later convicted of manslaughter in 1961. Shortly thereafter, on 11 July 1934, he was promoted to SS-Gruppenführer.

Bach-Zelewski was appointed to the Reichstag in August 1932 and was elected as a deputy representing electoral constituency 5 (Frankfurt an der Oder) during the March 1933 election. He maintained his seat in the Reichstag until the collapse of the Nazi regime in May 1945, switching to constituency 7 (Breslau) during the March 1936 election. From February 1934, he held the position of commander of SS-Oberabschnitte (main district) "Nordost" in East Prussia, with his headquarters located in Königsburg. Following a significant disagreement with East Prussian Gauleiter Erich Koch in February 1936, he was reassigned to command SS-Oberabschnitte "Südost", based in Breslau. On 28 June 1938, he was also appointed as the first SS and Police Leader (HSSPF) for Wehrkreis (military district) VIII (Silesia), a role he held until 20 May 1941.

In November 1939, Reichsführer-SS Heinrich Himmler, serving as Reich Commissioner for the Consolidation of German Nationhood, appointed Bach-Zelewski as his deputy for East-Silesia, which included the Polish territories annexed into Silesia in 1939. His responsibilities encompassed mass resettlement and the seizure of Polish private property. By August 1940, approximately 18,000 to 20,000 Poles from Żywiec County were compelled to vacate their residences in an operation referred to as Action Saybusch (the German designation for Żywiec).

Bach-Zelewski was instrumental in initiating the construction of the Auschwitz concentration camp at the former Austrian and subsequently Polish military barracks located in the Zasole district of Oświęcim, prompted by the overcrowding of prisons. The site was surveyed by his subordinate, Oberführer Arpad Wigand. The first transport arrived at KL Auschwitz on 14 June 1940, and two weeks later, Bach-Zelewski made a personal visit to the camp.

On 22 June 1941, with the initiation of Operation Barbarossa, Bach-Zelewski was designated as HSSPF for "Russsland-Mitte", primarily overseeing the region of Belarus. Between July and September 1941, he supervised the execution of Jews in Riga and Minsk by Einsatzgruppe B, commanded by Arthur Nebe, while also visiting various mass execution sites including Białystok, Grodno, Baranovichi, Mogilev, and Pinsk. Bach-Zelewski consistently communicated with headquarters regarding the progress of extermination; for instance, in a message dated 22 August, he reported: "Thus the figure in my area now exceeds the thirty thousand mark". By the end of 1941, the forces under Bach-Zelewski comprised 14,953 Germans, predominantly officers and unteroffiziere, alongside 238,105 local "volunteers" (the majority of war crime victims were killed by local collaborators under German oversight).

In February 1942, Bach-Zelewski was admitted to a Berlin hospital for treatment of "intestinal ailments" resulting from opium addiction, and was noted to be experiencing "hallucinations related to the shooting of Jews". Prior to resuming his duties in July, he requested Heinrich Himmler for a transfer to anti-partisan warfare responsibilities. On 9 November 1941, he was elevated to the rank of SS-Obergruppenführer and General of Police.

In June 1942, Reinhard Heydrich, the acting Reich-Protector of Bohemia and Moravia, was assassinated in Prague. Hitler selected Bach-Zelewski as his successor; however, Himmler objected, citing the critical military circumstances that prevented his reassignment. Consequently, Hitler appointed Kurt Daluege to the role. Throughout 1943, Bach-Zelewski continued to lead "anti-partisan" units on the central front, a specialised command established by Hitler. He was the sole HSSPF in the occupied Soviet territories to maintain authentic control over the police after Hans-Adolf Prützmann and Friedrich Jeckeln had theirs transferred to the civil administration.

In June 1943, Himmler issued the Bandenbekämpfung (bandit fighting) order, while simultaneously announcing the formation of the Bandenkampfverbände (bandit fighting formations), with Bach-Zelewski appointed as its chief. The Bandenkampfverbände, which primarily utilised troops from the SS police and Waffen-SS, consisted of four main operational components: propaganda, centralised control and coordination of security operations, troop training, and battle operations. Once the Wehrmacht had achieved its territorial objectives, the Bandenkampfverbände first focused on securing communication facilities, roads, railways, and waterways. Subsequently, they secured rural communities and economic installations, including factories and administrative buildings. An additional priority was the protection of agricultural and forestry resources. The SS managed the collection of the harvest, which was considered vital for strategic operations. Any Jews found in the vicinity were rounded up and executed. Communists and individuals of Asian descent were also murdered, often under the presumption that they were Soviet agents. Under Bach-Zelewski's command, the formations were responsible for the mass murder of 35,000 civilians in Riga and over 200,000 in Belarus and eastern Poland.

Bach-Zelewski's tactics resulted in a significant civilian death toll while achieving relatively minor military successes. In engaging in irregular battles against the partisans, his units committed atrocities against civilians to exaggerate the reported figures of "enemy losses"; in fact, the number of fatalities reported often far exceeded the number of weapons captured. The German troops would encircle areas held by the partisans in a laborious manner, allowing genuine partisans to escape. After completing an operation, no lasting military presence was established, which enabled the partisans to resume their activities. Even when Bach-Zelewski was successful in pacification efforts, he typically achieved little more than forcing the actual enemy to relocate and increasing their numbers with civilians who were incensed by the massacres.

In July 1943, Bach-Zelewski was appointed to oversee all anti-partisan operations in Belgium, Belarus, France, the General Government, the Netherlands, Norway, Ukraine, Yugoslavia, and certain regions of the Bialystok District. However, in practice, his efforts were primarily limited to Belarus and adjacent areas of Russia.

In early 1944, he engaged in combat on the front lines in the Kovel region, but in March, he was required to return to Germany for medical care. Himmler took over all of his responsibilities.

Bach-Zelewski was appointed as a General of the Waffen-SS on 1 July 1944. On 2 August 1944, he assumed command of all German forces engaged against Bor-Komorowski's Home Army, which had initiated the Warsaw Uprising. The German contingent comprised 17,000 soldiers organised into two battle groups: one led by Hanns von Rohr and the other by Heinz Reinefarth. The latter group included the SS-Sonderregiment Dirlewanger, which consisted of both probationary troops and convicted criminals. This command unit was designated as Korpsgruppe Bach, named in honor of Bach-Zelewski. The units under his leadership were responsible for the murder of approximately 200,000 civilians (with over 65,000 killed in mass executions) and an indeterminate number of prisoners of war, committing numerous atrocities throughout the city.

Following more than two months of intense combat and the near-total devastation of Warsaw, Bach-Zelewski succeeded in gaining control of the city, perpetrating atrocities along the way, particularly the Wola massacre. He was awarded the Knight's Cross of the Iron Cross on 30 September 1944. On 4 October 1944, he accepted the surrender of General Tadeusz Bór-Komorowski. Notably, during the massacre and destruction of Warsaw, he is reported to have personally salvaged Fryderyk Chopin's heart, adding it to his collection of curiosities. The preserved heart is currently housed at the Holy Cross Church in Warsaw.

In October 1944, he was dispatched by Hitler to Budapest, the capital of Hungary, where he took part in the downfall of Regent Miklós Horthy and his administration, which was subsequently replaced by the fascist and vehemently antisemitic Arrow Cross Party led by Ferenc Szálasi. He played a significant role in the persecution of Hungarian Jews.
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General von dem Bach-Zelewski receives a report on arrival at Lenin Square in Minsk. Behind him in the car is SS-Gruppenführer Kurt von Gottberg.

In December 1944, he assumed command of the XIV SS Corps in the Baden-Baden area and, from 26 January to 10 February 1945, led the X SS Corps in Pomerania, where his unit was destroyed in less than two weeks. Following this, he commanded the Oder Corps under Army Group Vistula starting from 17 February 1945.

After the conclusion of the war in Europe, Bach-Zelewski went into hiding and attempted to flee the country. He was apprehended by US military police on 1 August 1945. In return for his testimony against his former superiors during the Nuremberg trials, Bach-Zelewski was not extradited to Poland or the USSR and thus never faced trial for any war crimes. During his testimony at the Nuremberg trials, he expressed his disapproval of Himmler's objective to exterminate 30 million Slavs, rationalising it by stating: "when, for years, for decades, the doctrine is preached that the Slav is a member of an inferior race and that the Jew is not even human, then such an explosion is inevitable." By making this statement, Bach-Zelewski effectively connected the realities of mass murder to Nazi ideology and highlighted the relationship between the Wehrmacht and the actions of the Einsatzgruppen in the Soviet Union, which proved to be immensely valuable to the interrogators and prosecutors at the Nuremberg Trials.

In 1951, Bach-Zelewski received a 10-year sentence in a labour camp for the murder of political adversaries during the early 1930s; however, he was not incarcerated until February 1961, when he was found guilty of the manslaughter of Anton von Hohberg und Buchwald, an SS officer, amid the Night of the Long Knives. He was sentenced to 4 years and 6 months of imprisonment. Subsequently, in November 1961, he was given an additional six-month prison sentence for perjury.

In 1962, Bach-Zelewski was sentenced to life imprisonment for the murder of seven German Communists in the early 1930s. None of these sentences addressed his involvement in Poland, the Soviet Union, or his participation in the Holocaust, despite his public admission of being a mass murderer. Simultaneously, he condemned Himmler's racism vehemently, as well as the incitement to 'exterminate "inferior races," possibly to gain favour with the prosecutors. Bach-Zelewski passed away in Harlaching Hospital after being transferred from Stadelheim Prison due to illness in Munich on 8 March 1972, just a week after celebrating his 73rd birthday.

Bach-Zelewski provided testimony for the defence during the trial of Adolf Eichmann in Israel in May 1961. His testimony indicated that operations in Russia and certain areas of Poland were carried out by Operations Units of the Security Police and were not under the command of Eichmann's office, nor could Eichmann issue orders to the officers leading these units, who were accountable for the murder of Jews and Gypsies. This evidence was presented at a hearing in Nuremberg in May 1961.
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Georg-Henning Graf von Bassewitz-Behr was born on 21 March 1900 into an aristocratic family, the son of a cavalry officer, and was raised on an estate in Lützow within the Grand Duchy of Mecklenburg-Schwerin. He completed his Abitur in 1918 and briefly served in the Imperial German Army near the end of the First World War. Afterwards, Bassewitz-Behr managed the family estates and studied agriculture at the University of Rostock from 1919 to 1920. In 1930, after an unsuccessful attempt to establish himself as a farmer in the former German colony of South West Africa, he returned to Germany, joined the Stahlhelm WWI veterans' group, and became a supporter of the Nazi Party.

Bassewitz-Behr became a member of the Nazi Party on 1 February 1930 (membership number 458,315) and joined the Schutzstaffel (SS number 35,466) in 1931. By 1938, he was serving on the staff of the Reich Security Main Office and was appointed Inspector of Motorised Vehicles. In May 1940, he led an anti-tank unit during the Battle of France. From late April to the end of July 1941, in preparation for the German invasion of the Soviet Union, he worked as a quartermaster on the Kommandostab Reichsführer-SS (Reichsführer-SS Command Staff).

From 11 November 1941 to 1 August 1942, he held the position of SS and Police Leader (SSPF) of Dnepropetrovsk in Ukraine, where Einsatzgruppe D was operational. During this period, Bassewitz-Behr was involved in the deaths of approximately 45,000 civilians, partisans, and Jews. Subsequently, he was reassigned from 1 August 1942 to 20 April 1943 as the SSPF for Mogilev in Central Russia. Between November 1942 and April 1943, he acted as the Deputy to the Higher SS and Police Leader 'Russland Mitte', Erich von dem Bach-Zelewski.

On 20 April 1943, Bassewitz-Behr received a promotion to SS-Gruppenführer and Generalleutnant of Police. From 16 February 1943 until 8 May 1945, he served as the Higher SS and Police Leader (HSSPF) 'Nordsee', with his base in Hamburg. His authority extended over a large area of northwestern Germany, which included Schleswig-Holstein, Oldenburg, eastern Hanover, and Bremen. On 1 July 1944, he was appointed as a Generalleutnant of the Waffen-SS. In Hamburg, he was responsible for the administration of prisoners of war within his jurisdiction. As the war drew to a close, he participated in the evacuation of the Neuengamme concentration camp and its associated satellite camps. During this operation, 71 resistance fighters held in the Fuhlsbüttel police prison were executed in April 1945.

Following the conclusion of the war, Bassewitz-Behr was apprehended on 27 October 1945. He was tried in a British military court in Hamburg for the murders at the Fuhlsbüttel police prison. After being acquitted in August 1947, he was extradited to the Soviet Union on 16 September 1947. He faced trial and was sentenced to 25 years of hard labour for the mass killings in the Dnepropetrovsk region. He passed away two years later in a labour camp located in Magadan, eastern Siberia.
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Hermann Johann Heinrich Behrends was born on 11 May 1907 in Rüstringen, the son of a provincial innkeeper. He pursued a doctorate in law at Marburg University but faced challenges in securing employment during the economically troubled Weimar Germany. In January 1932, he became a member of the Nazi Party, followed by his enrollment in the SS the next month. Lacking military experience initially hindered his progress, but he soon caught the attention of Reinhard Heydrich, who appreciated his academic background, leading to his transfer to the Sicherheitsdienst (SD). Behrends developed a close friendship with Heydrich and became the first chief of the SD in Berlin.

In March 1939, Behrends was appointed to a position in the Reichstag as a deputy representing the electoral constituency of Ostmark, filling a vacancy left by the passing of Hubert Klausner; he held this position until Germany's capitulation. Additionally, he acted as Chief of Staff to Werner Lorenz, who was the head of the Hauptamt Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle (VOMI). During World War II, he was dispatched to Yugoslavia to oversee the regional branch of the VOMI. In March 1944, he was designated as the Higher SS and Police Leader for "Serbien, Montenegro und Sandschak". His standing had diminished somewhat following Heydrich's demise, as Heinrich Himmler found him lacking, perceiving him to be overly ambitious.
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