
        
            [image: cover]
        


 


 












The Illusion of Time

Seeing Scripture Through Science

William R Nesbitt, M.D.

Smashwords ebook edition published by Fideli
Publishing Inc.

 


 


 



The Illusion of Time

Copyright 2011, William R. Nesbitt, M.D.

No part of this eBook may be reproduced or
shared by any electronic or mechanical means, including but not
limited to printing, file sharing, and email, without prior written
permission from Fideli Publishing.

Smashwords License Notes

This ebook is licensed for your personal
enjoyment only. This ebook may not be re-sold or given away to
other people. If you would like to share this book with another
person, please purchase an additional copy for each person you
share it with. If you’re reading this book and did not purchase it,
or it was not purchased for your use only, then you should return
to the point of purchase and buy your own copy. Thank you for
respecting the hard work of this author.

Disclaimer

This document is an original work of the author.
It may include reference to information commonly known or freely
available to the general public. Any resemblance to his published
information is purely coincidental. The author has in no way
attempted to use material not of his own origination. The publisher
disclaims any association with or responsibility for the ideas,
opinions or facts as expressed by the author of this book. No
dialogue is totally accurate or precise.

Library of Congress
Cataloging-in-Publication

ISBN: 978-1-60414-309-6

Original Copyright March 2002 by William R.
Nesbitt, M.D.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Cover Design by Alan Skinner

Artistic Consultant Eleanor Kessler

 


 



A College Student — Dr. Bill Nesbitt's
book broadens my understanding of Christianity by integrating
Biblical concepts with scientific theories. He examines our
universe in its relation to higher dimensions and uses analogies
from real life experiences to illustrate his assumptions. —
Brandon Minto, University of California, Davis

An International High School Youth Leader —
Over the years I have worked with a wide variety of young people
who would find this book very interesting and helpful in their
faith journey. Christian teachers, Bible scholars and ministers
will be fascinated by its challenging concepts. I especially see a
strong market for this book among high school and college
students. — Robert Mitchell, Past President, Young Life
International

Professor of English — True art, it's
said, is making the difficult appear easy. With stunning analogies,
Dr. Bill Nesbitt has done just that - made difficult concepts
comprehensible and inspiring. — Pat Wellington, Ph.D.,
Professor of English, University of Miami (Retired)

High School Science Teachers — A mind
opening and challenging look at past beliefs that lead to a new
understanding of God's Kingdom. This is a story of faith and trust
in God that will inspire readers whether they are laymen or
scientists. — Robert and Myrlee Potosnak (joint
statement), Both are retired high school science teachers,
Fairfield-Suisun Unified School District

Deep Space Microwave Research Engineer —
This book presents a different and interesting viewpoint of
higher dimensions, the nearness of heaven, and how God sees us. If
God sees our lives from beginning to end, including the things we
are going to do, it gives us considerable food for thought. Sending
His Son to forgive our sins, past, present and future gives us much
to thank Him for. — Norman Proebstel, Deep Space
Microwave Research Engineer, (Ret.), NASA, Goldstone Project

C-5 Pilot, United States Air Force —
Science and theology have been at odds for quite awhile. Dr.
Nesbitt's book will help erase the misconceptions these two
disciplines have about each other. The basic theme of his
assumptions is to point us all to Jesus Christ. — Willis
Rice, Lieutenant Colonel, United States Air Force (Retired)

A High School Student — This book has some
cool ideas. Although I don't fully understand all the scientific
concepts it stimulates my desire to learn more about how science
confirms scripture. Knowing there are sound arguments for believing
the Bible strengthens my faith in Christianity. — John
Emerick, Dexter High School, (Dexter Michigan)

 


 


 



Dedication

This book is dedicated to my wife Bernice,
who, in spite of her illness, contributed to its successful
completion in many intangible ways.

“And we know that in all things God works
for the good of those who love Him.” Romans 8: 28
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Foreword

In November 2001 I escaped from the toils of
working life by spending a few days on the island of Maui. It was
meant to be a time when I would allow myself to mentally vegetate.
But that was not to be for I carried with me a draft of this book
that Dr. William R. Nesbitt had asked me to review for comment...of
any kind. As a friend, and admirer, of Dr. Nesbitt for nearly
twenty years it seemed I would have the pleasure of peeking into
the mind of a man I knew to be a devoted Christian physician. My
expectations were to learn a little bit more of modern Christian
thinking. That's all, nothing more. To my surprise I was to embark
upon a journey that stretched my knowledge and understanding of
science and the scriptures beyond anything I had ever read
before.

We who live at the beginning of the 21st
century are accustomed to the never-ending arguments from two
camps: the science-rationalists and the religious fundamentalists.
Since the Age of Reason, or Enlightenment, it has seemed that those
two camps were moving farther away from each other without any hope
of reconciliation or accommodation. Between them sits a majority of
people who walk the fence believing that both camps have some
truths to their arguments, but neither knows the complete truth.
From Galileo onward mankind has watched the many, extraordinary
advancements in science that have come in direct conflict with
religious authority or teaching. As we learn more about ourselves
and our universe, each camp finds solace in the revelation of “new
truths.” For example, some would say the idea of a “big bang” has
brought a scientific revelation that God “willed” the universe into
existence at a single moment…as only God could do.

No matter who you are, no matter the
intensity of your religious beliefs, no matter the breadth of your
scientific education, Dr. Nesbitt will jar your comfort level with
his challenging concepts. Among these are:

Heaven is not in the direction you think it
is. It is not up in the sky. The Garden of Eden was not on this
Earth, and may still exist. Heaven is much closer than you think,
maybe as close as one millimeter.

The question that must come to the reader's
mind is, how can one ever scientifically walk through the
scriptures, especially in those areas where its mysteries are
accepted on faith. How can the cosmology of Genesis be reconciled
with overwhelming evidence of the Earth's antiquity? And if those
questions are not challenging, be prepared to deal with the concept
that time and space are finite and that nothing moves and nothing
changes.

It is through “hyperdimensional theory” that
Dr. Nesbitt will take you through this new “looking glass” of the
universe. More than that he will weave throughout his book glimpses
into his own personal life, a life that ran the gamut of his near
death in a childhood auto accident to facing death again, landing
on the beaches of Normandy in the 1944 D-Day invasion of World War
II. But through all of these concepts and adventures, he ultimately
will challenge you to surrender your life to Jesus Christ.

William R. Rawlinson, Colonel United States Air
Force, (Ret.), Fairfield, California

December 7, 2001

Colonel Rawlinson, following a tour of duty as Base
Commander of Travis Air Force Base, California, was promoted to
Chief of Staff, Headquarters, 22nd Air Force, Travis Air Force
Base, California.

Following his retirement from the Air Force he was
employed for nine years as cash Operations Manager for the Federal
Reserve Bank of San Francisco.

For 21 years he has been Adjunct Instructor of
Business and Management, Solano Community College, Fairfield,
California.

For the past three years he has been President of
California- Nevada North State Association of Gideons
International.

 


 


 



Preface

Read about a medical doctor's search for
Biblical understanding in the arcane world of modern science. By
restructuring traditional concepts of time and space the
authenticity of the scriptures take on new meaning. Salvation, the
final judgment, a picture of heaven and hell, eternal life, the
forgiveness of sins, miracles, creation, the occult, the nearness
of God, answers to prayer, death, the resurrection of the dead,
healing and many difficult Biblical passages in the Bible on these
subjects can be better understood in the light of the latest
scientific theories.

Dr. Nesbitt's studies have brought him to
some astounding assumptions. Based on sound Biblical information
and the latest scientific theories, he discovered that some
traditional theological concepts might be better understood in the
light of cutting edge scientific theories.

Some of the assumptions are:

1. Heaven is not in the direction you think it is. It's not up
in the sky.

2. There's a model of creation that is more Biblical and more
logical than the traditional ones.

3. The Garden of Eden was not on this earth, and may still
exist.

4. Joshua's 'long day' was not a threat to the controlling
forces of our solar system by altering centrifugal force and
gravity that are responsible for maintaining the delicate and
critical balance needed for the integrity of planetary
relationships.

5. Adam and Eve had children before they sinned, and they are
still living today.

6. Before Adam and Eve sinned death was not inevitable.

7. There is an answer to the question, “Who is Melchizedek?”

8. Physical heavenly beings have frequently visited the earth
and they continue to do so.

9. Heaven is much closer than you think. Maybe as close as one
millimeter.

10. Hyperdimensional theory provides a basis for a logical
understanding of a Monotheistic Triune God.

11. Many of the miracles in the Bible can be explained by
scientific theories that require power beyond the capabilities of
man to generate.

12. Time and space are finite; nothing moves, nothing changes.
Everything you've ever done, everything you've ever said,
everything you've ever thought is still being said done and thought
in the long body of your past: unless you are a Christian.

13. Jesus said, “Be ye therefore perfect even as your Father
in heaven is perfect.” Matthew. 5:48; but
1 John 2:4 says, “He who says he is without
sin is a liar and the truth is not in him.” There is a simple
answer to this paradox.

14. Every person who ever lived past, present and future has, or
has had, the opportunity to hear the gospel of salvation. There is
an answer as to how this could be.

15. Those who we believe have died are not actually physically
dead.

16. Job said: “And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in
my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes –
I, and not another.” Job 19:26,27 How can
this be? Theoretical physics has the answer.

17. Heaven is a place of physical reality just as tangible as
the reality we experience on earth.

18. Teleportation is mentioned in the Bible: “When they came
up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took
Philip away, Philip, however, appeared at Azotus.” Acts 8: 39-40 There's a scientific theory that can
explain this miraculous event.

19. We know there will be animals in heaven. There is a
possibility they may be your pets, and the exciting part is there
is scriptural precedent that they may be able to talk to you.

20. The Bible mentions soul sleep in a number of places, but it
also says absent from the body, present with the Lord. There is a
logical answer.

The above statements are based on conclusions
derived from reputable scientific literature. It's not indisputable
science and Dr. Nesbitt is not proposing new theological dogma.
What he's trying to do is crack the shell of traditional thinking
and open up vast new areas of information for exploration that will
add substance to the defense of the Christian Faith.

Before acquiring this knowledge Dr. Nesbitt
said that scientists and other academics intimidated him when he
attempted to defend his Biblical beliefs. Now, using their secular
theories he believes he can stand his ground when questioned about
his Faith.

 


 


 



Introduction

“One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!”
John 9:25

Time is an illusion. Time is not what you
think it is.

Time can bend, it can stop and it can speed
up. It's affected by gravity and there was a period in Biblical
chronology when the passage of time did not occur.

Time and space can not be separated from each
other. Time-space is finite. It has a beginning and it has an end.
The remarkable thing is that understanding the characteristics of
time and space helps us to understand the scriptures.

Thousands of years ago the Bible made
statements that are compatible with the theories of modern physics.
Those statements in the Scriptures, made in the days of primitive
scientific knowledge, have turned out to be amazingly accurate.
Using stories and information from scientific sources, we will
explore the correlation of modern thought about the world we live
in and the world the Bible described so accurately long ago. God is
just as precise in the structure and operation of His spiritual
creation as He is in regard to His physical creation. Scientists
are now proving themselves to be wrong about the things in the
Bible they said were impossible. Jesus said, “With man this is
impossible, but with God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26 Now we can boldly express our belief in the
Biblical record and defend it against ridicule by scientists.

Academicians have recently become excited
about the mystical world of theoretical physics. The impossible has
become feasible; the inconceivable has become understandable and
the fictional has become historical. From the macrocosm to the
microcosm, traditional concepts have given way to new ideas that
stagger the imagination. Scientists are seriously investigating
theories of higher dimensions, multiple universes and wormholes;
ideas that until recently were relegated to science fiction.

Our minds reel when confronted with the
complexity of the genome project, nano-technology, experiments
altering the speed of light and the restructuring of our ideas of
time and space. These theories impact the 'sacred cows' of
traditional science and philosophy. They bring into question the
theory of evolution, the curvature of space, the true
characteristics of time and the absolute character and speed of
light.

One would think that serious consideration of
the esoteric subjects of science would be distract from the reality
of our spiritual relationship with God, but paradoxically they
support the integrity of the Bible. I would like you to join me as
we try to resolve the paradox of compatibility between the two
seemingly disparate subjects of science and theology.

****

I grasped the podium with sweaty hands; my
knees were like jelly and my heart was racing. It was not the
audience of doctors, military officers, government officials and
others interested in our national defense that made me nervous. It
was that one person who could demolish my presentation.

I was speaking at the annual meeting of TACDA
(The American Civil Defense Association) in Huntsville, Alabama,
October 1992. My topic was Medical Implications of the
Widespread Contamination of the Environment in Russia by
Radioactive Materials.

As Chief of Disaster Medical Services for the
State of California, I had prepared a Medical Nuclear Incident
Response Plan for use by the Governor's Office of Emergency
Services. The threat of a radiation emergency in California ranged
from a highway spill of radioactive material, or a nuclear power
plant accident, to nuclear terrorism, or even the outright use of
atomic weapons. I knew my material well, but my presentation
preceded a talk by Dr. Edward Teller, father of the hydrogen bomb,
consultant to presidents and world acclaimed physicist. He had
recently returned from Russia, where he had evaluated first-hand
the problem I was to discuss. I was way out of my comfort zone.

But where was he? I looked at the audience;
Dr. Teller was not present. Breathing a sigh of relief, I launched
into a vivid description of the magnitude of the problem Russia
faced in trying to decontaminate vast areas of land and water
polluted by nuclear waste.

My relief was short-lived. Scarcely had I
uttered my first few sentences when the back door of the auditorium
opened and Dr. Teller appeared. He reminded me of Father Time,
tall, stooped and with a five-foot staff he uses for a cane, he
came thumping down the isle and seated himself in the second
row.

During my presentation, he sat with his head
bowed and his eyes closed. I was hoping he was either asleep, or
lost in thought about some esoteric problem in theoretical physics.
Since he seemed to be paying no attention to what I was saying, I
relaxed and finished my talk.

It's customary at these meetings to allow
time for questions, so after I concluded my formal presentation I
invited, with trepidation, questions from the floor. Dr. Teller's
hand shot up.

“Yes, Dr. Teller, do you have a
question?”

Surely my goose was cooked; the world's top
authority on nuclear matters didn't need to ask a neophyte like me
a question about a subject on which he was the ultimate authority.
I grasped the podium more firmly and waited.

Dr. Teller remained seated and said, “I don't
have a question, but I would like to make some comments about the
talk we have just heard. Dr. Nesbitt has given an excellent
introduction to Russia's problems with environmental contamination
by nuclear materials, but he has only scratched the surface of
their magnitude.” He went on to say that from his personal
observations, the world has no idea how bad the situation is. “It
will take hundreds of years and trillions of dollars to clean up
the contamination.” There being no more comments, I left the
platform greatly relieved.

Later, over refreshments, I asked Dr. Teller
a question that has bothered me for many years. It was about an
exhibit I saw at the Griffith Park Planetarium in Los Angeles. The
exhibit raised questions about the relation of time and motion. The
implication was that the appearance of motion by physical objects
is an illusion.

“That's scientific gobbledygook,” he said
flatly.

Before I had the opportunity to ask why,
others interrupted our conversation.

I'm telling this story because I feel similar
trepidation as I write this book. I see scientists and theologians,
entrenched in their conventional concepts, thumping down the aisle,
seating themselves on the front row and waiting for me to make a
foolish mistake so they can discredit what I'm about to say.

****

My interest in the application of the theory
of higher dimensions to theology began at the age of fifteen,
following an accident in which I was seriously injured. Everyone,
including me, thought I was going to die. I made an irrevocable
commitment of my life to God and put my future in His hands.

For four years, I was unable to attend
school. When I was able to resume my education, I went to a small
private school where I took an accelerated program to make up some
of the time I'd lost.

The small private junior college in Berkeley,
California I attended required all students to take an orientation
course. The course was not about orienting students to their school
environment, but rather to the world, and all of life in general.
For the first time, I heard about the fourth dimension. I was so
fascinated by the subject that I looked for more information. In my
search, I came across a book titled, The Fourth Dimension and
the Bible, by William Anthony Granville, a
mathematician, and the President of Gettysburg College. In the
preface to this book he wrote, “The author's chief aim will be to
point out the remarkable agreement which exists between numerous
Bible passages and some of the concepts which follow quite
naturally from the mathematical hypothesis of higher space.”

Over the years, I've discussed the
assumptions with anyone who would listen. The application of higher
dimensions to theology fascinated me. Ideas that had been
germinating in my mind for years began to crystalize. New
scientific theories gave credence to some of my theological
conclusions. My enthusiasm grew to the point where I wanted to test
the ideas against the opinions of a large and diversified group of
people. I thought, what better way to do this than to write a book
on the subject.

Even though my field of scientific study has
been in medicine I've done substantial reading in cosmology,
non-Euclidean geometry, theoretical physics, logic and the
scientific method. Logic, pure thought and a study of the Bible
brought me to the conclusions that 1) time, as we understand it, is
an illusion and 2) physical objects don't move. But I needed some
authoritative source to either confirm or rebut my ideas.

In January 2000 a friend showed me a brief
article from the New York Times about a book by Oxford physicist
Julian Barbour titled, The End Of Time, The Next
Revolution in Physics, published by Oxford Press. The thesis of
this book is that 'time' is an illusion and physical objects don't
move. Furthermore Dr. Fred Allen Wolf, a theoretical
physicist from University of California, Los Angeles agrees. In his
book Parallel Universes he states, “Nothing moving, nothing
standing still.” This is the paradoxical universe of space-time.
These books explore some of the concepts I've wrestled with for
years.

Telling the average person that time and
motion are an illusion no doubt sounds absurd, but I have explained
my reasoning to dozens of people of various ages, educational and
socio-economic levels and no one has proved me wrong. A university
physics professor told me my ideas were “hogwash,” but another
college professor of philosophy and logic found no fault with my
reasoning. A marine architect commented that my ideas were not only
fascinating but sounded plausible. My twelve-year-old grandson
understood the concepts perfectly, and a fellow physician said my
ideas were the most interesting he'd ever heard.

Dr. Hugh Ross, an evangelical minister and
scientist with a Ph.D. in astrophysics from the University of
Toronto, has written books on the cosmos, creation and evolution
that have confirmed much of my thinking.

“Why waste time on such fanciful ideas?
What's in it for me?” one might ask.

The answer is simple. These ideas open up an
understanding of the Scriptures that are impossible to comprehend
in any other way. This is not science fiction. We will see God and
eternity without the encumbrances of clocks and calendars. We will
explore miracles, death, the world of the occult and heaven as a
place of physical reality.

This is a book for those who are looking for
an intellectual adventure. It will stretch your imagination to the
limits, yet I will give sound scientific and Biblical reasons for
my assumptions. The ideas I'll set forth will expand your horizon
of eternal events to an incredible degree. It will give you new
insights into difficult scriptures that are usually considered
allegorical, but are actually brilliant pictures of heavenly
reality. We will proceed through a series of simple, logical steps,
using non-technical language, based on accepted scientific and
Biblical principles that will help you understand the
inconceivable, see the invisible and believe the impossible. I will
explain how logic and pure thought can accomplish this.

Don't be frightened by these statements. Much
of the book consists of personal and fictional stories that
illustrate these concepts, thereby making it more interesting and
more easily understood.

For over fifty years, I have wrestled with
these ideas. The conclusions have been so exciting that I want
others to share in the knowledge of such remarkable possibilities;
therefore, I invite you to accompany me on an intellectual
pilgrimage of high adventure into the arcane world of the new
theories of time and space.

 


 


 



CHAPTER 1

Journey Into The Unknown

We hurtled through the blackness of the night
at seventy miles an hour. There was no moon, no stars, only the
bouncing headlights of the old Volkswagen to illuminate the winding
narrow road. I was squeezed between two strangers in the back seat.
The driver and the passenger in the front seat were engaged in
lively conversation in a language I didn't understand. My two
companions in the back seat were silent. I knew nothing about any
of the passengers except for the one next to the driver, and I'd
only met him the day before. He said he was a lawyer from
Argentina. I'd met him on a train from Madrid to Brussels.

I happened to board the wrong train and the
conductor was very upset and yelling at me in his native language.
I had no idea what he was saying, and none of the visible
passengers seemed to be paying any attention to our
altercation.

Finally, a young man got up and approached
the conductor. They conversed for a few minutes in his native
tongue; then he turned to me and said, “You're on the wrong train,
and even though you're going to the right destination your ticket
is no good on this train. This is a local train and your ticket is
for the express.”

“Well, what am I supposed to do?” I
asked.

Another conversation ensued between the
conductor and the stranger.

Eventually the man turned to me and said, “
The conductor has agreed to let you stay on this train.”

The lawyer was proficient in English and I
thanked him for his intervention. I sat with him the rest of the
trip never dreaming it would lead to an experience of high
anxiety.

When we arrived in Brussels I invited him to
have dinner with me at my hotel. When we finished dinner and he was
leaving he said, “Tomorrow night I'm going with some friends to a
wonderful restaurant in a little town in the hill country. It's
famous among the natives, but few tourists know about it. I would
like you to go along if you are able.”
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