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Thank you for taking the time to read this book. What began as a 365-day devotional book called 365 Days of Devotion For Everyone with a two-week mini-series on the end-times has become so much more. That two-week mini-series became a devotional book of its own called The End-Times Prophecy – A Study On What’s To Come. Then, each of those became a full-length sermon for Social Media Ministries. You can watch them on our website or YouTube channel.

Today, you hold edited transcriptions of those sermons in your hands. As a result, the sentences and paragraphs in this book will not all be as grammatically correct as you would expect in a “normal” book. They are spoken words. There will be some repetition. Yes, the transcripts have been edited so they can be more easily read and comprehended, but they won’t be perfect.

As you’re reading, imagine someone is speaking to you. If you’ve watched or listened to the sermons, imagine I am speaking to you. If you haven’t, take the time to find them online and watch the videos or listen to the podcast. You can do that either before or after you read the book. Don’t do it at the same time because the spoken words in the videos or podcasts will not match what you are reading. Remember, these transcripts have been edited. 

Also, I strongly encourage you to engage online. Comment on the YouTube videos and share them with others. People love the topic of the end-times. This is a great way to introduce others to the Bible and lead them to Christ. I really hope you enjoy reading this book. 

~ Spencer Coffman
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Lesson 1
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​The End-Times Prophecy According to Daniel Chapter 7
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Hello and welcome to Social Media Ministries, my name is Spencer Coffman. We are about to embark on a huge journey. We are going to start a devotional series on the end-times. 

How long is this going to be? Well, that depends on you. If you do one lesson each week then it is going to last about three months, it is a 14-part series so buckle in and get ready. It is on the end-times. There is a lot to cover. There is a lot in the Bible about the end-times. There are several spots in the book of Daniel that discuss the end-times or visions of the end. In addition, the entire book of Revelation is about the end-times.

If we focused on all of that, this could be a whole year, that is how much stuff is there. There are also some end-times prophecies in the books of Isaiah and Ezekiel that elude to the end-times. We are not going to dive into all of this because, like I said, it could take a whole year of study on the end-times. 

We are going to focus primarily on Daniel Chapter 7. That is where we are going to spend most of our time. If you haven't read it, take a break from this book and go read Daniel Chapter 7 right now.

It is a topic that a lot of people are interested in, the end-times. A lot of people want to study it, they want to learn about it, and they want to understand as much as possible. There are a lot of varying opinions and that is what they are – opinions. 

The reason they are opinions is because, yes, we can read the Bible – which is fact – and we can get that information, but then we have to interpret it, understand it, and apply it. 

So, when we interpret certain things like the visions from the book of Daniel, saying “this is what is going to happen”, we don't know for sure what is going to happen. Therefore, we have a hypothesis, so it is an educated guess on what will happen but it isn't fact. Only God knows what will happen.

We don't know what will happen, and how do we know that we don't know? Because Jesus told us. He said we don't know exactly what will happen and we don't know exactly when it will happen. We can have an idea of what will happen because it was given to us in the Bible, but as far as exactly what each thing represents it is basically something that we extrapolate from knowledge and apply to it. 

Now does this matter? Let's say you have certain interpretations of the Bible on the end-times, what the beasts mean, what these signs mean, when they would happen, what countries they apply to, et cetera. It doesn't matter in the entirety of it. 

So, what I mean by that, is if you believe one thing about the end-times and I say something in this book that you disagree with, you say, “No, I don't believe that interpretation. I don't agree with it. I think it means this...” That is okay. 

Why is that okay? Because the end-times, what we think this represents, is not a salvation issue. What I mean by that, is you can believe one thing, for example, you can believe that this beast might represent this country and I can believe that this beast might represent this other country. We will get into the beasts later on. We can have a different opinion, and we can each have those opinions and by being different one of us is not going to go to hell, because it is not a salvation issue.

This is a topic in the Bible and we can have different opinions on this topic. But as long as we both agree that in order for us to get to heaven we have to go through Jesus, we need to ask Him into our heart, we need to be what is called a Christian. 

Jesus needs to lead our life, we have acknowledged that we are sinners, He died for us, He came to save us, and He was the payment for our sins. For the wages of sin is death, Jesus died for you. As long as we agree on that, we can disagree on this other topic.

Commit to the next three months because this is really an exciting thing to dive into, to understand, and to talk about. If we disagree, that is really a good thing. Let's engage, let's talk about it, get other people involved, and put a thread of comments on the sermon videos for this series. Not belittling others, badgering them, saying they are wrong, criticizing them, but let's dive into it as a discussion instead of an argument. 

Hopefully, you can enter this with the same mindset, because there are going to be things here that you probably won't agree with. However, there is evidence in the Bible. We are going there. We are doing this, and this prediction is not a prophecy that I am coming up with. This is an interpretation of the Bible that is being presented. 

You can search on Google; you can search online, and find all kinds of different interpretations. I am not the first one to present this type of interpretation or these ideas. By no means, it is all over the place. You can read about all of this elsewhere. Now, I didn't steal it. It is from the Bible. Pastors, preachers, ministers, they can preach the same messages on the same topic and we are not stealing it from each other. It is coming out of the Bible.

So, let's continue on with the end-times. How do we know, back to the point, how do we know that we don't know exactly what is going to happen? Jesus said so. 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.

Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”

Matthew 24:36-44

So, we don't know. We don't know when it all will start, but through the Bible, we can understand a little bit about what will happen. We don't know when it will happen, but we can know a little bit about what will happen, and again that is interpretation. It is a kind of popular opinion on what these things mean.

God has provided several descriptions of the end-times in the Bible so we can have a pretty good idea of what is going to happen. In Daniel Chapter 7 and in the entire book of Revelation. We are going to study the prophecies in Daniel Chapter 7. We are going to learn about his vision, what it means in today's world, and by the end of this series, hopefully, you will recognize that you are living in the end-times. 

The end-times has started. It has begun. Everything in Daniel, in Revelation, all these prophecies, it has happened. It has been happening. The only thing that hasn't, is the Son of Man hasn't come down. We don't know when that will be. But you are living in the end-times.

Let's dive into it right now. In case you didn’t read it, here is Daniel Chapter 7. This is going to be a primary focus over the course of this book. Every lesson, is going to come back to this. So, make an effort to really understand it. It happened over about a six-year span, from 553-547 BC.

This dream, or these visions of Daniel in this time, didn't happen in one night. According to the timeline of Daniel, and what we understand from scholars who have researched it and have time-lined this out, we know that this chapter wasn't only one night. It happened over a series of time, probably about a six-year span.

Let's dive in. Daniel's dream of four beasts. 

“In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream, and visions passed through his mind as he was lying in bed. He wrote down the substance of his dream.

Daniel said: ‘In my vision at night I looked, and there before me were the four winds of heaven churning up the great sea. Four great beasts, each different from the others, came up out of the sea.

The first was like a lion, and it had the wings of an eagle. I watched until its wings were torn off and it was lifted from the ground so that it stood on two feet like a human being, and the mind of a human was given to it.

And there before me was a second beast, which looked like a bear. It was raised up on one of its sides, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. It was told, ‘Get up and eat your fill of flesh!’

After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast, one that looked like a leopard. And on its back it had four wings like those of a bird. This beast had four heads, and it was given authority to rule.

After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me was a fourth beast—terrifying and frightening and very powerful. It had large iron teeth; it crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left. It was different from all the former beasts, and it had ten horns.

While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, a little one, which came up among them; and three of the first horns were uprooted before it. This horn had eyes like the eyes of a human being and a mouth that spoke boastfully.

As I looked,

thrones were set in place,

and the Ancient of Days took his seat.

His clothing was as white as snow;

the hair of his head was white like wool.

His throne was flaming with fire,

and its wheels were all ablaze.

A river of fire was flowing,

coming out from before him.

Thousands upon thousands attended him;

ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him.

The court was seated,

and the books were opened.

Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was speaking. I kept looking until the beast was slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire. (The other beasts had been stripped of their authority, but were allowed to live for a period of time.)

In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.’”

Daniel 7:1-14

That is Daniel's vision, Daniel's dream. Now, we know about Daniel. He was a very great interpreter of dreams. He could listen to dreams of the kings and then give them the meaning of those dreams. God had given him wisdom. Next, we have a section of this chapter, that is the interpretation of this dream and what it could mean. What it means according to Daniel.

The question becomes if we already have the meaning, what is the point of the next 3 months of studying this? Well, because you will find out the meaning that is given here is still kind of vague. Let’s dive in.

“I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and the visions that passed through my mind disturbed me. I approached one of those standing there and asked him the meaning of all this.

So he told me and gave me the interpretation of these things: ‘The four great beasts are four kings that will rise from the earth. But the holy people of the Most High will receive the kingdom and will possess it forever—yes, for ever and ever.’

Then I wanted to know the meaning of the fourth beast, which was different from all the others and most terrifying, with its iron teeth and bronze claws—the beast that crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left.

I also wanted to know about the ten horns on its head and about the other horn that came up, before which three of them fell—the horn that looked more imposing than the others and that had eyes and a mouth that spoke boastfully. As I watched, this horn was waging war against the holy people and defeating them, until the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in favor of the holy people of the Most High, and the time came when they possessed the kingdom.

He gave me this explanation: ‘The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that will appear on earth. It will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth, trampling it down and crushing it. The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this kingdom. 

After them another king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will subdue three kings. He will speak against the Most High and oppress his holy people and try to change the set times and the laws. The holy people will be delivered into his hands for a time, times and half a time. 

‘But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and completely destroyed forever. Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of all the kingdoms under heaven will be handed over to the holy people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him.’

This is the end of the matter. I, Daniel, was deeply troubled by my thoughts, and my face turned pale, but I kept the matter to myself.”

Daniel 7:15-28

I know there is a lot of reading, a lot to understand, I hope you read it again later because this is something that is very, very important for what we are going to get into. Let me give you a quick synopsis of the next three months and what they are going to look like. Today we went over the introduction, it is the end-times. 

The second lesson will go more in depth on Daniel's dream. In the third lesson, we are going to go through how the beasts represent modern nations. The fourth lesson will examine how other people have a wrong or an erroneous representation of what these beasts are. 

Then, in the fifth lesson, we will look at the first beast, the lion into the man. Then sixth lesson will be on the wings of the eagle. The seventh, the bear with three ribs. Eighth, the leopard with four wings and four heads. In the ninth lesson, we will look at how that leopard head was wounded. Tenth, will be the new world order. The eleventh, the fourth beast. 

In the twelfth lesson, we are going examine war, specifically the East against West. Yes, it will come to that. The thirteenth lesson will be about the beginning of the end. Finally, the fourteenth lesson will be on the end. So, we have a great lineup for you coming up. Stay committed to this, because it is going to be an in-depth series.

For now, let’s dive a little deeper into Daniel’s dreams. If you have read the book of Daniel, or you know anything about it, Chapter 8 is also part of Daniel's vision. Another vision that he has of a ram and a goat and what that could mean.

A lot of people also mention Daniel Chapter 2 when they speak about the end-times. That was Nebuchadnezzar's dream that Daniel had to interpret. We will get into that next week. Along with what that could mean and what it does mean. 

A lot of people correlate similarities between Daniel Chapter 2, Daniel Chapter 7, and Daniel Chapter 8 and that they mean the same thing. But in reality, they don't. They are different, they happen in different areas and during different time periods. We are going to check out the timeline of that and what it could mean as well.

There are a few points that I want to hit home about Daniel Chapter 7 that we are going to carry throughout this series. Again, number one, it is not a salvation issue so you can disagree and you can disagree politely. We are not going to get into arguments or debates. We can get into discussions with respect of each other. So, when you comment on the YouTube Sermons or you have discussions with others, be respectful and be polite.

Number two, is that I really encourage you to read this and form opinions based on this, other research, the sermons, et cetera. Share that information with other people. If this is something that interests you, talk about it with others, share this content, have other people read this and watch the sermons. Then, call them up on the phone and talk about it. 

Why? Because through talking about it with others we begin to internalize it more and very soon you could have a better understanding of this than me. That would be phenomenal. So go do that. Talk about it with others.

The next thing, Daniel Chapter 7 is where we are focusing, so, please read it. I know you read it in this book, but please go read it yourself and note certain things that stand out to you. Specifically, the different beasts. What could they mean? 

In addition, there are a couple of points that I want to point out about the interpretation. The interpretation said that they are kingdoms that will rise. So, it is future, we know that whenever this vision happened, it hadn't happened already, so it couldn't mean something that already happened. That will be very important because we are going to check out the timeline of Daniel. 

Daniel has an incredible story, if we could all be more like him the world would be a much better place. It really is truly incredible and inspiring. Daniel's story would be another thing, if you are not familiar with Daniel's story feel free to read the whole book of Daniel as we go through this.

Next week, I will introduce a timeline of the book of Daniel. Of course, you could find one online in your own time, but your homework for next week is to read Daniel Chapter 7 and really think about it. Read it and try to understand a little bit more about it. Then through the next three months, we will break it down, unpack it, so you can hopefully understand a lot more.

Let's pray. Lord Jesus, thank you so much for the introduction of this great series, this quest that we are about to embark upon. Please give people wisdom and insight as we dive into this. Give them an open mind and an open heart and allow them to receive these words, internalize them, and then externalize them with other people so that more and more people can start talking about this, and dive into this topic. 

The end-times is a great topic. It is a great way to introduce the Bible to people in a non-offensive way. Please allow each and every person to take advantage of that. They can talk about it with others and then use that as a lead-in topic to bring Christ into their life and we can grow the Kingdom of God. I pray that that would happen in Jesus' name.

Lord, please help more people come to the Kingdom of God through these messages and that they would be inspired and awe-struck by these beasts and by the awesome power of these visions that we are about to present through the next three months. Lord, inspire them to share certain messages throughout with people that they think would be interested in them and then use that to lead into getting them to know you as their Lord and Savior. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Thanks so much for sticking with us this week. Please keep coming back. I really hope that you dive into this with us. Take it seriously, and know that you can use this to discuss with other people and have respectful and polite discussions about the end-times. 

Introduce it to them, see what they think, and then use that to help bring them to Christ. If you have any prayer requests or you need any help with anything, please comment on the YouTube video sermon associated with the lesson. You can also reach out to us on social media and we would love to connect with you. God bless.

Lesson 2
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As promised, today we are going to learn more about Daniel's dream, specifically in Daniel Chapter 7. We read it last week. Hopefully, over the week you have read it yourself and have underlined, or noted, certain spots throughout it that stood out to you because we are going to dissect it and break it down over the next three months. This is a 14-part series and this is part two. 

Before we dive into that, we are going to continue on with the timeline of the book of Daniel. Let's dive into that. I mentioned that Daniel Chapter 7 was written over about a six-year period. We are going to check this out. 

The beginning of the book of Daniel, the chapters are not in chronological order in the Bible. As you read them, 1, 2, 3, 4, on and on. They are not in chronological order. They are really out of order. 1 through 4 is first and then we go to chapters 7, 8, 5, 9, 6, 10, 12. That is the order, the timeline. 

It started in about 605 BC, which, is when Nebuchadnezzar took Jerusalem. Daniel and his friends were taken captive in Babylon, at about age 15, and then they were groomed to become men of the king. 

So, we skip ahead to Chapter 7, which is about King Belshazzar. That would be about 553 BC and then continuing on with Daniel Chapter 7 it would go to about 549 BC. Then Chapter 8 which is his vision of the ram and the goat, that is about 548-547 BC.

Daniel's vision took the time span of about six years. In this instance, Chapters 7 and 8. Chapter 7 specifically, according to the biblical timeline scholars, is about a four-year time span. This one chapter is about four years, last week I said six years but that was his entire encompassing vision, so I want to clarify that. Chapter 7 is about four years and Chapters 7 and 8 are about six years.

All right. Now we have a little bit more information about the chronological order of Daniel. Hopefully, you have read the whole book of Daniel. If not, check out the SparkNotes version or start reading it because it is a great story. Daniel is an excellent man that was fully devoted to God, even as a captive in a foreign land, even unto death several times. He was willing to follow God. 

Now, one thing that many people know about Daniel is the Daniel in the lion's den story. That he refused to stop praying to God and then he was put into the lion's den. But what was Daniel? Well, he was a wise man, one of the king's wise men and he was actually in charge of all of them. One reason he was put in charge is because he was able to interpret dreams. 

This is the part where we dive into Daniel Chapter 2, which was shortly after they arrived in Babylon. They were kidnapped, taken away. Daniel Chapter 2 happened. Nebuchadnezzar had this dream and he wanted to execute all of the wise men because they could not tell him what his dream was and then interpret it. 

They said, ‘King that is impossible, first, tell us your dream and then we can interpret it.’ He said, ‘no, if you truly are wise men, you will be able to tell me what I dreamt and interpret it. Since you can't do it, you are all liars, I am killing you all.’

Daniel says, ‘whoa, wait a minute, what is going on that you are going to kill all of us?’ Then he is told someone needs to interpret the king's dream and know what he dreamt. So, Daniel says to the king, ‘hey listen, give me some time and I am going to pray to my God and He is going to reveal to me your dream.’ The king says, ‘fine, go do it.’ Daniel comes back and says, ‘here is what you dreamt...’ and this is Daniel Chapter 2. ‘Here is what you dreamt and here is what it means.’ The king says, ‘unbelievable, you are in charge.’ 

Daniel really gets chosen and selected above and beyond because of that ability. Then he continues to do wonderful things throughout the book of Daniel. What is interesting about that, and why I bring it up, is that Daniel was known to be a great interpreter of dreams. Then, later on, he has a dream in Chapter 7 and he doesn't know what it means! He is like, ‘it is beyond me, I have no idea what is going on.’ So, the second half of Chapter 7 he is like, ‘I just don't understand.’ 
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