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Byte 16: The Clearance


	The terminal screen hummed, the blue light washing over Yavin’s face as he initiated the final upload. Before the script could run, a jagged pulse of red text flickered across the display—a ghost of the old security systems on Penultima.


	"Rakimi," Yavin whispered, "it’s asking for clearance."


	"The system recognizes the weight of what you’re holding, Yavin," the voice in his ear replied, smooth as glass. "This isn't just a recipe. It's the Epsilon-8 data stream. It’s a mandatory clearance because the architecture of the Acrid Script is the only thing keeping the 404s from becoming permanent. It’s the lifeline for the lost. The map for the “67 Found”. The system isn't blocking you; it's warning you that once you execute this trace, there is no going back to the noise."
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