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Introduction
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What if football were more than just a game? What if every pass, goal, and missed opportunity held deeper meaning—about life, identity, and justice? When Philosophers Kick the Ball is an interdisciplinary exploration of football as a philosophical and cultural phenomenon. It invites us to explore football not only as a global sport but as a window into the human experience. Dr. Yasser Qansu, a professor of philosophy in Egypt, with translation by Asmaa Ali, takes us on a journey where stadiums become stages for philosophical reflection, and players become symbols of individuality, struggle, and hope.

I witnessed Dr Kansu's personal journey into discovering the world of football as a means to connect with his two sons, who were fascinated by football, one supporting Chelsea and the other supporting Manchester United. 

The text challenges reductive readings of football as mere entertainment, instead positioning it as a living archive of human struggle, aspiration, and contradiction. Through case studies and cultural critique—ranging from David Beckham’s symbolic excess to Mohamed Salah’s embodied humility—the book examines how the sport reflects and refracts the complexities of late modern life. Football here becomes not only a site of play, but a field of meaning and a mirror of our collective psyche.

This is a book for anyone who believes that the beauty of football lies not only in how it’s played—but in what it reveals.

Dr. Hana Soliman 

Consultant Psychiatrist. London 
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A WORLD OF HEAVEN........and madness

[image: A person in a red jersey

Description automatically generated]

“Football is a metaphor for life,”

French philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre
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Is there football in heaven?
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THE FATHER WAS MOMENTARILY stunned by his son's inquiry. He reflected quietly for a moment before breaking into a smile and responding, "In heaven, there exists that which no eye has beheld and no ear has perceived." The young boy, intrigued, asked, "Is it better than Messi and Salah?" The father, drawing from his fond memories of youth spent playing, watching, and relishing football, replied, "Even better than Maradona!"

​It may be beneficial to consider the matter through the lens of children's innocence rather than the discomfort experienced by adults, which would make it reasonable to ask such a question. For children, Paradise embodies the pinnacle of dreams, a realm brimming with marvel and happiness, particularly when they encounter narratives or read accounts of the joys that await the faithful. The pleasures depicted are so remarkable that they exceed our human ability to fully grasp.

A young boy's curiosity was piqued by a worldly pleasure that had not been discussed, prompting him to seek clarification. After a moment of astonished silence, the father responded with eloquence: There exists a realm of delights that no eye has beheld and no ear has perceived. While the nature and extent of these pleasures remain unknown to us, they have been described in terms that resonate with our comprehension of earthly joys. Undoubtedly, any experience deemed extraordinary in this world pales in comparison to its heavenly equivalent for all who believe.

What if the inquiry posed by the young individual pertained to horse riding, archery, or similar activities that have historically been regarded not merely as sports or games, but as instruments of warfare and combat since ancient eras, despite their current status as competitive events enjoyed by spectators? These activities differ from football in two fundamental ways: Firstly, they do not possess the vast influence that football commands. Secondly, they are classified as individual sports, in contrast to football, which exemplifies a spirit of teamwork. This distinction underscores the importance of collaboration while also celebrating individual excellence, resulting in a distinctive combination of cooperative effort and personal success.

In the world of the fascinating ball, discussions of night and day are ceaseless. The spherical shape is not merely a happenstance; rather, it is a phenomenon that provokes philosophical and existential inquiries, leading us to remarkable and profound insights. This design resembles a globe, encompassing a vast world filled with conflict, triumph, loss, disillusionment, and the potential for resurgence or the spirit of recovery. Consequently, the spherical form may encapsulate the essence of justice.

The notion of justice can be envisioned as a sphere, where every point on its surface is equidistant from the center. This imagery serves as an idealized spherical model of justice, suggesting that all individuals possess an equal opportunity to succeed in the game.

.......... But is there truly a sense of justice on the field of football?

A series of inquiries provoke controversy and discussion regarding the concept of equality, the entitlement to equal opportunities, and the human perspective on attaining justice. Does this imply that clubs, teams, and players should be treated uniformly and to the same degree in accordance with the principle of equality?

Is the International Federation of Association Football (FIFA) capable of managing its relationships with prominent clubs such as Real Madrid, Barcelona, and Bayern Munich in the same manner it engages with smaller clubs from various countries around the globe?

Two fundamental elements undermine the concept of fairness beyond the confines of the stadium, irrespective of FIFA regulations or the rules set by regional or local federations. When fairness is compromised outside the stadium, it can lead to various influences, such as favoritism, biases, and external pressures that manifest on the field. These two elements are the audience and financial resources (club budget). Furthermore, even within the stadium itself, equality is often absent in terms of seating arrangements and safety, with distinctions made between luxury boxes, first-class seating, and third-class accommodations.

In the realm of professional sports, two teams engage in competition while adhering to the same set of game regulations. Nevertheless, a member of a less affluent team may ponder whether the cumulative market value of his entire squad is comparable to the individual worth of a single player on the rival team.

It is both unexpected and praiseworthy that the relatively obscure player from the small club does not contemplate this issue. The competition on the field remains equitable and principled, depending more on diligence, skill, and playing style than on partiality or prejudice from fans or officials. 

During a training session for Manchester United, a helicopter landed on the field to transport the team's star player, David Beckham, who had arrived late. Remarkably, no player voiced any complaints or comments regarding this unusual occurrence. The helicopter delivered him directly from his residence to the training ground, highlighting his status as a prominent figure in the team. This situation led the legendary manager, Sir Alex Ferguson​[1]
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