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​Introduction

At His departure, Jesus instructed the
disciples to go to Jerusalem to await the promise of the Father. On
the day of Pentecost, this promise was fulfilled with the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit was given so that the
work of Jesus Christ would continue on the earth. The Ministerial
Endowments Series is designed to bring clarity to the gifts and
ministries given to the Church. It is our prayer that believers
will be enlightened and encouraged.

In this publication:

Controversy over the gifts and
ministries of the Spirit has abounded for centuries. Various
scholars have taught that there was a cessation of the gifts and
ministries. More specifically, they affirm that the ministry of the
Apostle is no longer in operation nor valid. However, in recent
years, a resurgence of the operation and demonstration of this
ministry occurred.

Traditional and Non-traditional
churches, alike, have experienced the visitation of God through the
Holy Spirit. Since the emergence and acceptance of the ministries
and gifts of the Holy Spirit, various authors have written
concerning this phenomenon.

In spite of this, many in the Church,
presently, do not understand the functions and operations of,
namely, the office of the Apostle. Even in organizations and
denominations that consider this ministry valid today,
comprehension is oftentimes elementary.

Where there is no clear understanding,
individuals become vulnerable to deception and error. Many apostles
have abused their ministries and authority. Therefore, the Lord is
going to send a reformation in the midst of the Church. It is
designed to bring purity again to the apostolic office. Not only in
the execution of this ministry, but also in the perspective for
which it is received.

In this book, we will show how many
apostles have operated in the spirit of Judas. He had power and
walked with Christ. Yet, he betrayed him for personal gain. Many
apostles and apostolic ministers have betrayed Christ today for
personal gain also.

​ Judas lost his position and there are numerous apostles today
who will lose their positions. However, the Lord is raising up
individuals who will not walk in the way of Judas and bring glory
and respect back to the apostle’s office and ministry. We can be
confident that God is bringing reformation and restoration to the
apostolic ministry; that is, an apostolic paradigm
shift.
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​1 - The Apostolic
Restoration

“Elias truly shall first
come, and restore all things (Matthew 17:11).” Jesus’ words
revealed God’s wisdom in restoration. Throughout history, when God
wanted restoration of fellowship with man, He would send an
individual to prepare the way. God spoke to Noah to warn of His
impending destruction of the world. No man heard him and only he
and his family were saved.

After man multiplied upon the face of
the earth, God chose Abraham to be the Father of many nations
through faith in Him. At the appointed time of Israel’s exodus from
Egypt, God sent Moses as the deliverer and giver of the Law. All of
these men were used to restore the proper worship of
God.

Israel’s history reflects God’s desire
for continual fellowship with mankind. However, when they broke
covenant and fellowship, God used the prophets to call for
repentance and restoration. One of the most notable prophets of
Jewish history is Elijah (Elias, in some translations). When Israel
(through Ahab and Jezebel’s evil reign) strayed away from the Lord,
God sent Elijah to challenge the wickedness and restore Israel to
God. His words on Mount Carmel reveal his mission.

And Elijah came unto all the people,
and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord be
God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people
answered him not a word. (I Kings 18:21)

Because of the character and power
demonstrated in Elijah’s ministry, he became the symbol of
repentance and restoration. Malachi revealed this truth in his
prophetic messages.

Behold, I will send you Elijah the
prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the
Lord. And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children,
and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and
smite the earth with a curse. (Malachi 4:5-6)

Before the Messiah came, Malachi
revealed that Elijah would come first. His job was to restore
fathers and children. Spiritually, he would turn the hearts of men
unto God. We discover that God did not send the first Elijah back,
but He sent a man who came in the spirit and likeness of Elijah;
that is, John, the Baptist.

In those days came John the Baptist,
preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, And saying, Repent ye: for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand. (Matthew 3:1-2)

In his time, John was a modern day
‘Elijah’ challenging the established religious system of the day.
His mission was to bring restoration. He restored man’s perspective
and worship of God through baptism unto repentance. This, in turn,
prepared man for the One who was to come. When He came, the
fullness of the Father and His purposes would be
revealed.
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