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			Online Resources

			To give you a blended, interactive, and valuable learning experience, we’ve also provided additional online resources.

			The online resources include:

			1.Answer Worksheets - The printable online worksheets will help you practice writing high-scoring essays with the help of prompts in this book. They come with a timesheet to measure the time taken to write an essay, pros and cons charts, and separate sections to analyze, outline, and write each essay.

			The answer sheets are available on our website. To access them, follow the steps below:

			1.Go to www.vibrantpublishers.com

			2.Click on the ‘Online Resources’ option on the Home Page

			3.Login by entering your account details (or Create an Account if you don’t have one)

			4.Go to the Test Prep section and click on the ‘Winning Strategies for ACT Essay Writing: With 15 Sample Prompts’ link and access the exercises

			Have fun learning!
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    Winning Strategies For ACT Essay Writing: With 15 Sample Prompts by Dr. Aimee Weinstein is a handy manual for students who are preparing for their ACT exams. The book provides 15 sample prompts.Once the method to approach the prompt is mastered, the process of writing the essay will also be enjoyable. The essay is an optional section of the ACT and students will be given 40 minutes to read the prompt, look at the given perspective, get their response ready, and then write it down. The fifteen prompts will help students put down their thoughts and it also gives timing notes so that they can note their actual timing while practicing. The analysis of the prompts has also been done in all the chapters which will guide students to come up with varied perspectives and a winning essay.



    The approach to the topic is excellent and it is formatted in a way to make it easy for students to comprehend and incorporate into their writing. The step-by-step explanations to make the writing process effective and helpful to students makes this book a good tool to have in their personal collection when they are preparing for their ACT exams. Writing a good introduction, supporting paragraphs that are impressive, and a powerful conclusion can be understood clearly once the book is read. Students will also gain confidence when it comes to writing essays. Winning Strategies For ACT Essay Writing: With 15 Sample Prompts by Dr. Aimee Weinstein has a very systematic and methodical approach to the subject.”



    – Mamta Madhavan for Readers’ Favorite

    
    



    What experts say about this book!


    “Winning Strategies For ACT Essay Writing: With 15 Sample Prompts” by Dr. Aimee Weinstein is a deftly crafted guidebook that offers step-by-step, proven strategies for crafting a winning ACT essay. It includes suggestions for approaching the writing task, analyzing the issues presented, and managing time effectively. The book contains fifteen sample prompts using the exact same format as the official ACT tests. Each prompt includes a sample pro/con chart so students can learn to carefully plan and organize the essay before writing. 


    Additionally, the book describes techniques to think through, outline, and write an engaging introduction, impressive supporting paragraphs, and powerful conclusion. There are recommendations for selecting a point of view and using solid evidence to support the argument. Additionally, there is a discussion of the ACT scoring rubric and reasons for taking the essay portion. This book is suitable for use with or without a tutor. By reading and practicing with this text, students will gain the tools and confidence to write a high scoring essay.

    
     Thoroughly ‘user friendly’ in organization and presentation for analyzing each prompt, carefully planning the essay, making a compelling argument, using the allotted time effectively, evaluating sample essays, and increase student test taking confidence, “Winning Strategies For ACT Essay Writing: With 15 Sample Prompts” is an ideal and unreservedly recommended study guide and should be a part of ever school district and community library college ACT test taking instructional reference collection.


    – Midwest Book Review 


    Winning Strategies For ACT Essay Writing: With 15 Sample Prompts by Dr. Aimee Weinstein is a handy manual for students who are preparing for their ACT exams. The book provides 15 sample prompts. Once the method to approach the prompt is mastered, the process of writing the essay will also be enjoyable.  The fifteen prompts will help students put down their thoughts and it also gives timing notes so that they can note their actual timing while practicing. The analysis of the prompts has also been done in all the chapters which will guide students to come up with varied perspectives and a winning essay.

    
    The approach to the topic is excellent and it is formatted in a way to make it easy for students to comprehend and incorporate into their writing. The step-by-step explanations to make the writing process effective and helpful to students makes this book a good tool to have in their personal collection when they are preparing for their ACT exams. Writing a good introduction, supporting paragraphs that are impressive, and a powerful conclusion can be understood clearly once the book is read. Students will also gain confidence when it comes to writing essays. The book has a very systematic and methodical approach to the subject.” 


    – Mamta Madhavan,  
Readers Favourite  


    Winning Strategies for ACT Essay Writing: With 15 Sample Prompts is an excellent book to help students preparing to take the ACT Essay. It gives you step-by-step instructions on everything you need to do to ace the ACT Essay. From analyzing the question to selecting the best position to take, this book takes you through the entire process and even gives you sample questions to help you prepare. Invaluable. 


   – Carlene Morrison, Bookkeeper and Circulation Staff Supervisor 
Independence County Library  


  



    Dr. Weinstein has translated the ACT essay instruction she regularly gives to her students into a methodical, easy-to-use guide for any student wishing to master the ACT essay. This workbook is full of realistic ACT-style essay prompts with the classic three perspectives that take the student from clear examples to completed essays. Later in the workbook are prompts that require more and more input from the student; a student can employ this step-by-step approach for independent study or with the help of a professional. 

    
    – Chinu Vasudeva, Founder & Mentor,
Doyen-Ed  


    Reading Aimee Weinstein’s Winning Strategies for ACT Essay Writing is like having a friendly and knowledgeable teacher sitting across the table talking just to you. Such comfortable teaching is what Aimee has always done in her professional career, and now she does it with her book on how to write for the ACT. Aimee’s approach is to isolate the most important points of writing well, but her own writing style is the magic that makes the instruction natural and easy to follow. Her explanations are clear, well-organized, and phrased in a lively manner that teens will appreciate. Particularly helpful are the 15 example essays with Aimee’s markings and comments. The book’s information will assist all types of learners as the graphic charts and marked essays are effectively presented. Winning Strategies for ACT Essay Writing will be welcomed by both students and tutors — as well as worried parents not knowing how to help their children with the ACT. 


    – Cathy Colglazier, English Chair,
McLean and TJHSST  


    Don’t take the ACT without first reading Dr. Weinstein’s Winning Strategies for ACT Essay Writing! This book takes you through every step of the essay writing process, including how to analyze the question, select the best position, manage your time with precision, and finish the test with a fantastic score. The 15 sample prompts are expertly crafted and will provide all the practice you need, whether you’re studying on your own or working with a tutor. 


    – Heather Krey, Director, 
Test Prep for Success  
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			Dear Student/Parent/Tutor –  

			Thank you for purchasing Winning Strategies For ACT Essay Writing: With 15 Sample Prompts. We are committed to publishing books that are content-rich, concise and approachable enabling more students to read and make the fullest use of them. We hope this book provides the most enriching learning experience as you prepare for your ACT exam.

			Should you have any questions or suggestions, feel free to email us at reachus@vibrantpublishers.com

			Thanks again for your purchase. Good luck for your ACT!

			– Vibrant Publishers Team
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							Introduction

						
					

				
			

			The ACT itself was developed in the mid-twentieth century as an alternative to the SAT. It is comprised of four main sections, English, Math, Reading, and Scientific Reasoning. Traditionally it is thought of as measuring more of what students know, rather than how they use what they know, but as time has gone on, the focus on reasoning has increased in importance. Most colleges do not prefer one test to the other, but still most often require students to submit scores from one or the other. Some schools are becoming “test-optional” so that the tests are not required, but most students are still taking the tests just in case one of their top choice universities require them. The test is offered at testing centers around the US and abroad upwards of seven times a year. While still important, the essay section of the ACT is indeed optional – students can take the test with or without the essay. It is up to the individual schools to which the student is applying whether or not the essay score is required for a complete application to that institution.

			Welcome to the ACT Essay! Once you master the method of approaching the prompt, you might even have a bit of fun with the process. The essay is based on not only formulating an opinion on a given topic, but also on understanding and addressing various sides to an argument. The people who score the test will look for your ability to think through a problem, understand multiple perspectives on the problem with deep nuance, and then to explain your approach to the issue while also defending why your idea is the best one among the multiple perspectives.

			The essay is an optional section of the ACT and is taken AFTER the 3 hours of testing have taken place. Students will have 40 minutes to read the prompt, analyze the given perspectives, formulate a response and then write. While the ACT itself is computer-based, the essay is hand-written.

			Schools have a choice whether or not to require that applicants for admission sit for the essay in addition to the test. There is no right or wrong way; some schools see the essay as valuable while others do not. Those schools that tend to look at the essay are looking to assess the thinking process as much as the ability to put sentences together in a coherent format. When making decisions on whether or not to sit for the ACT essay, it is good to have an idea of which schools you will be applying to, so you know if you have to take the essay section. If you do not yet have a list of schools, then it behooves you to sit for the essay section because if just one of your desired schools requires it and you have not yet taken it, then you will have to take the entire ACT over again to engage with the essay. You cannot just sit for the essay without taking the full exam.

			When approaching this task, we strongly recommend that you PLAN your work before you write. A general guideline is to spend 10 minutes reading the prompt and planning what you will write (along with your Pro-Con chart deconstructing the argument – see below) and then 30 minutes actually writing. Ideally, you would spend 25 minutes writing and 5 minutes checking over your work, but most students cannot manage their time that closely. Do give it a try though!

			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							About the Prompt
						


					

				
			

			The ACT essay prompt is generally a paragraph about some sort of social issue. It can range from computers taking over jobs, to the pros and cons of owning a pet. The essay is designed for students to show how they think through an issue and explain how they arrived at their ideas. While issues generally have two sides to them – pro and con, the ACT essay requires more nuance than that.

			The prompt offers three perspectives, two of which are normally very closely related to each other. The prompt and the perspectives could be addressing a very small part of a larger issue or it could be combining issues in creative ways. For example, an essay might not be just asking students to take a side on whether it’s good to recycle or not, but rather, might require students to think about whether or not it is economically feasible to recycle in most cities. The perspectives will offer ideas on the sides of an issue, which is great when an issue arises that a student has not considered before, but then the student still has to arrive at his or her own approach to the problem. Often, it’s easiest to agree with one of the perspectives and to refute the other, but sometimes there’s a way to combine the perspectives into a new, coherent argument to address the problem.

			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							Formulating an Opinion

						
					

				
			

			There are many ways to formulate an opinion, and as a student, you are just learning to think through problems to arrive at the best idea possible for you personally. The graders of the ACT essay do not grade you on the validity of your opinion, rather your ability to describe it, provide details about it and defend it. When approaching this essay task, you have a limited time to think through the problem, outline the essay, and then write it, so you need to practice creating opinions. Read newspaper articles and see what you think; examine your own ideas; talk to friends and family members about issues; do anything you can to practice deciding what you think and coming down on one side of an argument. Luckily the way the prompts are written with three perspectives included, you will be able to choose one to defend most fully while still addressing the others (without using the words “in perspective one..  in perspective two…!!) so you can make a choice right there during the test. Defend the perspective that most fully aligns with your point of view because you will be more successful if you believe in what you’re writing.

			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							Approaching the Perspectives/Planning the essay

						
					

				
			

			You might be asking, if there are two sides to any issue, then why does the ACT essay present three perspectives? Good question. One answer is that it helps students to see the nuances and thoughts surrounding the issue. Another answer is that the three perspectives help students formulate some sort of middle-ground opinion. But really what students must do first, before anything else, is understand what the prompt is really asking so they can Deconstruct the Argument.

			The first step in approaching the prompt is to figure out what the prompt is really asking. For example, if the example prompt gives a whole paragraph on the economics of recycling, students should think about the intersection of money and environmentalism, and no matter what the THREE perspectives look like, they should find the simple, two sides of the issue before doing anything else.

			Deconstruct the Argument – figure out what the prompt is really asking. So, the sides of the issue might look like this:

			Pros: recycling cans and bottles in a city of a million people makes sound economic sense due to the reduction of greenhouse gases and the creation of a cleaner city.

			Cons: recycling cans and bottles costs a city more money in waste removal and storage than the savings it engenders.

			I would urge students to actually make a Pro-Con chart on their papers before they start writing. Like this:

			
				
					
					
				
				
					
							
							PROS

						
							
							
							CONS

						
					

					
							
							Recycling cans and bottles costs more

						
							
							
							Recycling cans and bottles makes economic sense

						
					

					
							
							1.     Reason #1

							2.     Reason #2

							3.     Reason #3

						
							
							
							1.     Reason #1

							2.     Reason #2

							3.     Reason #3

						
					

				
			

			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							Writing Paragraphs

						
					

				
			

			The “reasons” in the Pro-Con chart above then morph into your paragraphs. A sample outline might look like this:

			Paragraph 1: Introduction, including thesis statement taking one of the sides

			Paragraph 2: Your side of the argument including one of the reasons and examples

			Paragraph 3: Another reason your side of the argument is correct, including examples

			Paragraph 4: The other side of the argument – counter-argument including several examples

			Paragraph 5: Conclusion

			Best practice Tip: Before you begin writing, make the Pro-Con chart where you deconstruct the argument, then write your thesis statement. If you have time, jot down a few words of what will go into each paragraph. THEN begin writing. The thinking and planning might take a full ten minutes of your forty minutes, but that is okay because putting in that effort upfront will ensure that the other thirty minutes will be well-used.

			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							Scoring

						
					

				
			

			The ACT essay is scored out of 12 points. The ACT specially trains graders and each essay is graded by two people. Each one gives a score of 1-6 in four categories: ideas and analysis, development and support, organization, and language use. There is a total score of 12 possible points for each category. These category scores are then averaged into a total score out of 12.

			The graders take care when scoring the essays to ensure that their categories are fully met. In the category of language usage, the graders expect good grammar, strong vocabulary and varied sentences. The ideas and analysis mostly measures a student’s ability to approach the prompt and formulate the opinion. Success in the category of organization depends on students creating strong, unified paragraphs that focus on one point – analyzing and thinking through it fully before moving on to the next paragraph and the next idea. Most often students have the most trouble with the development and support category because in order to be successful, students must truly drill down into the topic and provide details as to why their point of view is valid. The details of the explanations are crucial to the success of the paragraphs – be as specific as possible with explanations and specifics.

			For more details, please see the official ACT essay scoring rubric which is included as under:

			
				
					
					
					
					
					
				
				
					
							
							
							Ideas and Analysis

						
							
							Development and 

							Support

						
							
							Organization

						
							
							Language Use

						
					

					
							
							Score 6: 

							Responses at this scorepoint demonstrate effective skill in writing an argumentative essay.

						
							
							The writer generates an argument that critically engages with multiple perspectives on the given issue. The argument’s thesis reflects nuance and precision in thought and purpose. The argument establishes and employs an insightful context for analysis of the issue and its perspectives. The analysis examines implications, complexities and tensions, and/or underlying values and assumptions.

						
							
							Development of ideas and support for claims deepen insight and broaden context. An integrated line of skillful reasoning and illustration effectively bolster ideas and conveys the significance of the argument. Qualifications and complications enrich and bolster ideas and analysis.

						
							
							The response exhibits a skillful organizational strategy. The response is unified by a controlling idea or purpose, and a logical progression of ideas increases the effectiveness of the writer’s argument. Transitions between and within paragraphs strengthen the relationships among ideas.

						
							
							The use of language enhances the argument. Word choice is skillful and precise. Sentence structures are consistent, varied, and clear. Stylistic and register choices, including voice and tone, are strategic and effective. While a few minor errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics may be present, they do not impede understanding.

						
					

					
							
							Score 5: 

							Responses at 	this scorepoint demonstrate 	well-developed skill in writing an argumentative essay.

						
							
							The writer generates an argument that productively engages with multiple perspectives on the given issue. The argument’s thesis reflects precision in thought and purpose. The argument establishes and employs a thoughtful context for analysis of the issue and its perspectives. The analysis addresses implications, complexities and tensions, and/or underlying values and assumptions.

						
							
							Development of ideas and support for claims deepen understanding. A mostly integrated line of purposeful reasoning and illustration capably conveys the significance of the argument. Qualifications and complications enrich ideas and analysis.

						
							
							The response exhibits a productive organizational strategy. The response is mostly unified by a controlling idea or purpose, and a logical sequencing of ideas contributes to the effectiveness of the argument. Transitions between and within paragraphs consistently clarify the relationships among ideas.

						
							
							The use of language works in service of the argument. Word choice is precise. Sentence structures are clear and varied often. Stylistic and register choices, including voice and tone, are purposeful and productive. While minor errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics may be present, they do not impede understanding.

						
					

					
							
							Score 4:

							Responses at this scorepoint demonstrate adequate skill in writing an argumentative essay.

						
							
							The writer generates an argument that engages with multiple perspectives on the given issue. The argument’s thesis reflects clarity in thought and purpose. The argument establishes and employs a relevant context for analysis of the issue and its perspectives. The analysis recognizes implications, complexities and tensions, and/or underlying values and assumptions.

						
							
							Development of ideas and support for claims clarify meaning and purpose. Lines of clear reasoning and illustration adequately convey the significance of the argument. Qualifications and complications extend ideas and analysis.

						
							
							The response exhibits a clear organizational strategy. The overall shape of the response reflects an emergent controlling idea or purpose. Ideas are logically grouped and sequenced. Transitions between and within paragraphs clarify the relationships among ideas.

						
							
							The use of language conveys the argument with clarity. Word choice is adequate and sometimes precise. Sentence structures are clear and demonstrate some variety. Stylistic and register choices, including voice and tone, are appropriate for the rhetorical purpose. While errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are present, they rarely impede understanding.

						
					

					
							
							Score 3:

							Responses at this scorepoint demonstrate some developing skill in writing an argumentative essay.

						
							
							The writer generates an argument that responds to multiple perspectives on the given issue. The argument’s thesis reflects some clarity in thought and purpose. The argument establishes a limited or tangential context for analysis of the issue and its perspectives. Analysis is simplistic or somewhat unclear.

						
							
							Development of ideas and support for claims are mostly relevant but are overly general or simplistic. Reasoning and illustration largely clarify the argument but may be somewhat repetitious or imprecise.

						
							
							The response exhibits a basic organizational structure. The response largely coheres, with most ideas logically grouped. Transitions between and within paragraphs sometimes clarify the relationships among ideas.

						
							
							The use of language is basic and only somewhat clear. Word choice is general and occasionally imprecise. Sentence structures are usually clear but show little variety. Stylistic and register choices, including voice and tone, are not always appropriate for the rhetorical purpose. Distracting errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics may be present, but they generally do not impede understanding.

						
					

					
							
							Score 2:

							Responses at this scorepoint demonstrate weak or inconsistent skill in writing an argumentative essay.

						
							
							The writer generates an argument that weakly responds to multiple perspectives on the given issue. The argument’s thesis, if evident, reflects little clarity in thought and purpose. Attempts at analysis are incomplete, largely irrelevant, or consist primarily of restatement of the issue and its perspectives.

						
							
							Development of ideas and support for claims are weak, confused, or disjointed. Reasoning and illustration are inadequate, illogical, or circular, and fail to fully clarify the argument.

						
							
							The response exhibits a rudimentary organizational structure. The grouping of ideas is inconsistent and often unclear. Transitions between and within paragraphs are misleading or poorly formed.

						
							
							The use of language is inconsistent and often unclear. Word choice is rudimentary and frequently imprecise. Sentence structures are sometimes unclear. Stylistic and register choices, including voice and tone, are inconsistent and are not always appropriate for the rhetorical purpose. Distracting errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are present, and they sometimes impede understanding.

						
					

					
							
							Score 1:

							Responses at this scorepoint demonstrate little or no skill in writing an argumentative essay.

						
							
							The writer fails to generate an argument that responds intelligibly to the task. The writer’s intentions are difficult to discern. Attempts at analysis are unclear or irrelevant.

						
							
							Ideas lack development and claims lack support. Reasoning and illustration are unclear, incoherent, or largely absent.

						
							
							The response does not exhibit an organizational structure. There is little grouping of ideas. When present, transitional devices fail to connect ideas.

						
							
							The use of language fails to demonstrate skill in responding to the task. Word choice is imprecise and often difficult to comprehend. Sentence structures are often unclear. Stylistic and register choices are difficult to identify. Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are pervasive and often impede understanding.
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