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Description

Indiana's Timeless Tales – 1795 – 1800 covers the years between the signing of the Greenville Treaty that opened most of the future state of Ohio. During these years the population grew until the first steps toward statehood took place and Congress created the Indiana Territory, separating it from the Northwest Territory.
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January 1795 - Native Leaders Gather at Fort Greenville
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Sometime in mid to late January three influential Miami chiefs, including Pinšiwa or Jean Baptiste Richardville, and Blue Jacket, arrived at Fort Greenville to discuss peace terms.

Jean Baptiste Richardville (c. 1761 – August 13, 1841)

The son of French fur trader Joseph Drouet de Richardville and a Miami woman, Tacumwah Chief Richardville was a native of the Miami village of Kekionga. Kekionga was on the site of the present city of Fort Wayne. His mother was the sister of Miami chief Pacanne. His mother and sister were chiefs in the Miami tribe, a tribe that used a matrilineal system to trace family lines. A matrilineal system is a female based system. Chief Richardville gained his tribal status from his mother. His name, Pinšiwa, means Wildcat in the Miami language. 

He received a good education, learning to speak four languages, English, Miami, Iroquois and French. He was a signer of both the 1818 Treaty of the Miami and the 1826 Treaty of Mississinwas. Though the Miami had lost control of the portage between the Maumee River and Little River as per the Treaty of Greenville in 1795, Richardville managed to acquire a trade license granting him a monopoly over the carry-over trade at the portage. The profits from this license and his acquisition of almost twenty square miles of property along the rivers made him one of the richest men in Indiana at his death in 1841. In 1827 he constructed the Richardville House in Fort Wayne, the first Greek Revival-style in that part of the state. Richardville tendered the use of his lands for the Miami tribe, which allowed almost half the tribe to remain in Indiana when the Federal Government removed the Amerindian from Indiana in 1846. 

The Richardville home in Fort Wayne currently serves as a museum and interpretive center for Amerindian culture. It is the oldest Amerindian structure in the Midwest. Listed with the National Historic Landmarks, the home is open to the public. For information, contact:

The History Center

302 East Berry Street 

Fort Wayne, Indiana, 46802

260-426-2882 |

http://www.fwhistorycenter.com/chiefRichardvilleHouse.html
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Pacanne (c. 1737-1818)

Historians know little of his early life and parentage; however historical lore indicates that he was a nephew of the Miami Chief Cold Foot. Native to Kekionga, Pacanne succeeded to a leadership position when Cold Foot died of smallpox in 1752. 

Assuming Leadership Role

Pacanne enters history in the journals of Captain Thomas Morris, a British officer whom the Miami had captured in August 1764. Thomas had been on a mission to carry a message to the French officers at Fort de Chartres, on the Mississippi River. During the mission he was also to contact leaders of the various Amerindian tribes in the area in an attempt to summon them to a council in Detroit to garner their support. His intelligence had told him that the natives in the region were receptive, however the opposite was true. The Miami had captured Morris and tied him to a stake, with the intention to kill him. Morris records that Pacanne ordered the warriors to release him, and they refused. So, Pacanne released Morris himself and sent him away with the warning to not enter Miami lands again. Historical lore suggests that the incident had been staged to symbolize Pacanne's succession to leadership. 

Control of the Long Portage

Pacanne's family included his sister Tecumwah and nephew Jean Baptiste Richardville. This family controlled the area strategic area between the Maumee and Wabash Rivers, known as the Long Portage. By using this portage, fur traders could travel from the Great Lakes, via the Maumee, to the Gulf of Mexico, via the Wabash, Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. Any traders wishing to use the portage had to secure the permission of Pacanne, Tecumwah and later Chief Richardville. 

Trader and Guide

A shrewd fur trader himself, Pacanne spent long periods away from Kekionga to Vincennes, Detroit and Quebec trading furs and acting as representative for various parties. During his absences, his friend La Gris, Little Turtle and Tecumwah controlled the area around Kekionga. During the American Revolution, Pacanne supported the British and accompanied Lieutenant Governor Henry Hamilton down the Wabash to recapture Vincennes from George Rogers Clark's forces in 1778. Hamilton, an avid artist who painted many of the Amerindian chiefs during his tenure at Detroit, painted a portrait of Pacanne. After the Revolution, Pacanne at first supported the United States. He worked as a guide for Colonel Josiah Harmar and worked with Major Jean François Hamtramck. An incident that occurred in August 1788 in which a band of Kentucky militia attacked a Piankeshaw village near Vincennes changed his mind. Hamtramck broke a promise to Pacanne to punish the Kentuckians, however did not follow through. Pacanne left Vincennes and returned to Kekionga. 

Northwest Indian War

During the Northwest Indian War many warriors from Kekionga under Pacaan's authority and Miami chief La Gris' village of Pepikokia on the banks of the St. Joseph River took part in the attacks. Little Turtle led the Miami in battle during this war while Pacanne remained in Kekionga, securing the village. 

Le Gris

Historians know little about Le Gris, also known as The Grey. One of the survivors of the small pox epidemic of 1752 that devastated the inhabitants of Kekionga, Le Gris was one of the natives that founded a village they would call Pepikokia on the banks of the St. Joseph near Kekionga. By 1764 he had become one of the important leaders of this village. The journal of an English/French fur trader named Henry Hay that resided in Kekionga for three months provides most of the information available about Le Gris. Le Gris sided with the British during the American Revolution and accompanied his friend Pacanne and Henry Hamilton down the Wabash to recapture Vincennes in December 1778. His village provided many of the warriors that took part in the raids and battles during the Northwest Indian War. Though he initially opposed peace after the Battle of Fallen Timbers, by spring he agreed that the natives had no other option.
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1795 - Israel Putnam Establishes First Library in Northwest Territory
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Sometime in 1795, or 1796, Colonel Israel Putnam brought his share of the old Putnam Family Library to Belpre, making it the first known library in the Northwest Territory. Colonel Israel Putnam was the son of General Israel Putnam and a cousin to Rufus Putnam. General Israel Putnam had collected a large number of books during his lifetime. The books covered a variety of topics, like history, travel books and books of letters. The General passed away in 1790. His heirs, including his son Colonel Israel Putnam, received a share of this collection. He migrated to Belpre sometime in 1795 or 1796. He allowed residents to purchase shares in his library and borrow the books, making his collection the first circulation library in the Northwest Territory. 

Belpre

Located in current Southeast Ohio along the Ohio River, Belpre was established in 1788. French trappers named the valley that became the site of the town "Belle Prairie," or "beautiful meadow."
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May 02, 1795 – Governor St. Clair Has Concerns over Illicit Trade
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Illicit trade between British traders stationed in British Canada and the importation of goods from Spain from the ports Vincennes, Cahokia, Kaskaskia and Fort Massac troubled Governor Arthur St. Clair. In the letter he complained about the difficulty of enforcing a law passed by Congress in 1790 that required all merchants conducting trade in "Indian Country," to have a license to conduct trade with the Indians. The law required all merchants conducting such trade to post a bond of $1,000 with the government before they could obtain the license. All merchants not possessing the license had their goods confiscated. St. Clair stated that many merchants, especially British traders out of Canada, traded freely without the license and that some goods had been confiscated under the auspices of the law. He had difficulty enforcing the law. If a local sheriff confronted the illegal merchant in Indian country a band of natives frequently surrounded the sheriff in support of the trader. The practice had the effect of undermining the influence of the United States among the tribes and creating problems along the frontier. Frequently, the goods were given free to the natives to increase the British influence along the frontier. St. Clair stated, in an earlier letter, that the British had virtually free rein in the Northwest Territory. He also noted that the Spanish conducted extensive trade in the region that was not subject to any inspections or duties (tariffs). He suggested making the ports of Vincennes, Cahokia, Kaskaskia and Fort Massac official ports of entry that would allow the collection of duties. He also suggested that the monies collected be turned over by the Federal Government to the officials of the Northwest Territory for use of the Territorial Assembly for various necessary services.
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March 31 - 1795-French Grant
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The United States Congress awarded 24,000 acres in current day Scioto County, Ohio in compensation for the losses they suffered at the hands of the Scioto Company. The Scioto Company, a sham land company, sold the land to several French families near the current city of Gallipolis. These families, believing they had purchased land in 1790 the United States, emigrated and found, upon their arrival, that the Scioto Company did not own the land they sold them. Instead, the land belonged to the Ohio Company. Congress granted the immigrants the land; however few chose to take it. Most either stayed on the east coast where they had settled, or purchased other land from the Ohio Company.
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February 1795 - Miami Chief Pacanne Travels to Detroit
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Two important Miami chiefs, Pacanne and Le Gris, still advocated for war and would not support the effort to sign a treaty with the United States. Sometime in February 1795 Pacanne traveled to Detroit in company with Little Turtle where Pacanne became convinced that the British would not help them in their struggle. 
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June 16, 1795 - Negotiation Council Opens 
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Representatives from the various tribes, the Delaware, Ottawa, Pottawatomie, and Miami, started to arrive at Fort Greenville in the opening days of June 1795. By June 16 enough had arrived that General Wayne thought it time to officially open the negotiations. The General hoped to cement this new alliance between the United States, which had now grown to fifteen states, and the Amerindian tribes in the Northwest Territory. He used traditional native symbols to try to bring them into the alliance. He had the Miami representatives light the new council fire, which they would tend continuously throughout the negotiations. After the fire was lit, Wayne had the traditional calumet of peace, a heavily decorated tobacco pipe, passed among the natives and American officers attending the conference. He also gave each of the assembled chiefs a belt of white wampum, a symbol of peace. To strengthen the alliance, General Wayne used the term "brother," to address the natives, as the word implied kinship. Wayne hoped to strengthen the ties with the natives and achieve a lasting peace. General Wayne's address stated that he had cleared all the trees and "rubbish," away from the site, that was unstained with blood. He noted that he had roads cleared to the east, west, north and south so the Amerindian chiefs could attend this conference. 

Tetabokshke Speaks

As Wayne concluded his opening remarks, Tetabokshke, a chief of the Delaware, rose to deliver a short address. He declared that this meeting gave him infinite pleasure and thanked the Great Spirit for delivering to him this pleasure. He stated that he hoped the result would be a lasting friendship. After Tetabokshke concluded his brief speech, they raked the council fire and adjourned the council until the next day.

Tetabokshke (C. 1740- 1806)

History has recorded little of Tetabokshke, other than he was a quiet, inoffensive man that had become chief of the Delaware, or Lenape, in 1782. His tribe had elected him chief after his predecessor was murdered by Colonel David Williamson's party near Pittsburg. He was also known as the Great Glaize King, Tatapachkse, te-ta-boksh-ke or Tedpachsit. 

Wampum

Wampum beads are cylindrical, with a tiny hole running the length of the bead allowing it to be strung on a strand of plant fiber or the tendon from an animal. Typically, they were about a quarter of an inch long and an eighth of an inch in diameter. This length and diameter could vary according to tribe and use. Wampum found use as adornment on clothing, necklaces, and earrings or made into ceremonial belts. The status of the person wearing them determined the variety of wampum worn. The Eastern Woodland Indians made and used wampum for many purposes. Wampum served ceremonial purposes, and as storytelling devices. The wampum belts recorded laws and political transactions with other tribes. Because the Europeans desired wampum, the natives did use it as a medium of exchange with the colonists. To make them they used beads made from the shells of a sea snail called the channeled whelk and Western North Atlantic hard-shelled clam. Most of these beads were tube shaped and about a quarter inch long. Most were white but there were also purple and black ones. The black were the most valuable because they were rare. The name wampum means “white shell beads" in the language of the Narragansett of Rhode Island and Wampanoag tribes that lived in the New England area, where the English first encountered it. The main problems with this currency were the tendency of the bead's color them fade over time, which devalued them. People also dyed the white beads, creating purple and black ones, which devalued all of them. Among the native tribe making wampum beads was a tedious and time consuming affair. They harvested the clams used during the summer months. After consuming the clam's meat, they made the shell into the long beads. After shaping them, they used a quartz drill bits called a puckwhegonnautick to drill a hole in the center of the bead. The wampum is brittle and could easily shatter during the drilling process. The manufacture of wampum created a great deal of dust, which if inhaled, could cut the lungs of the carver. After drilling they strung them on a piece of animal sinew and rolled them on a grindstone, polishing them to a fine luster. They usually wetted the wampum as they drilled and polished with water to cut down on the dust. The colonists began manufacturing them in quantity, which also devalued them. When people use the slang terms "clams" and "shelling out" they are using terms that originated with the use of wampum. White wampum beads signified purity and light. Purple could mean death and war. A mix of the two colors signified the duality of the world.
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