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Chapter 1

Spring at the Murphy Family Farm couldn’t have been more pleasant. The weather could be counted on to be just right for the growing season. Some found it strange that it was warmer at the Murphy Family Farm, as if an unusual wave of heat cycled through the fields every now and then. Every season, fresh produce such as watermelon, squash, cucumbers, tomatoes, radishes and carrots grew large. Their pumpkins were the biggest in the county.

Mrs. Stella Murphy’s sunflowers were the talk of the town because of their enormous size and perfect color. Their corn was famous for its sweet, delicious flavor.

Many a rural housewife envied her mother’s strawberry jam and her apple butter. At the county fair, the Murphy family received many blue ribbons and honors which they accepted with modesty.

When it came to harvest standards in Cahill County, there was only one way for farmers to measure quality, and that was by comparing their harvest to that of John Murphy’s. The other farmers constantly asked the Murphys why their vegetables turned out so large and delicious.

John always replied that it was because of all his little helpers tending to things whenever he couldn’t. Everyone laughed, including his daughter, Brooke. Her father had a great sense of humor, and he liked to joke around. Brooke always thought joking was his way of keeping his farming secrets. She hoped that someday, he would share them with her.

One sunny afternoon after supper, Brooke Murphy decided to work on some chores on her family’s farm. She filled her bucket with chicken feed and gave it to the hens. She went into the barn and petted her horse Lucky. She gave him a red apple which he really enjoyed.

Lucky nuzzled her face as she ran her fingers through his soft mane. He needed a good brushing, so she went into his stall to complete the task. When Lucky’s coat was shimmering, she led him into the pasture so that he could enjoy the afternoon.

She couldn’t be happier about living on a farm. Brooke enjoyed visiting the barnyard and taking care of all the animals. Every animal helped Brooke’s family in some way. The hens gave her family eggs, the cows provided dairy, and the cats kept the mice away.

A dog named Big George, and a rooster named Absalom guarded things. Lucky was a fine horse and her best friend. She entered him at the county fair the year before, and they won a trophy. Brooke’s dad installed a shelf for it at the back of the barn.

When Brooke finished her chores, she decided to go for a walk through her mother’s garden of wildflowers, marigolds, petunias, roses and sunflowers. She loved the wooden swing at the center of the garden.

Next to the swing was an enclosed pond her father built for her mother’s butterfly koi. Brooke enjoyed looking at their scales, which shimmered in orange, white and gold. She liked how their long fins flowed behind them like a fine netting. She felt like spending the afternoon feeding the fish and picking a bouquet for her mother.
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