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    For all the voices that were silenced,and all the truths that refuse to stay buried.

 

And Always for my daughters Theory and Storee

      

    



  	
        
            
            The truth will set you free, but first it will make you miserable."— James A. Garfield 

      

    


## Dedication

For all the voices that were silenced,  

and all the truths that refuse to stay buried.
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## Epigraph

> "The truth will set you free, but first it will make you miserable."  

> — James A. Garfield

> "And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up."  

> — Numbers 16:32
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## Author's Note

This story was born from the dirt—the kind that don't wash off.

Though Cedartown and its characters are fictional, the pain, silence, and legacies of injustice portrayed here reflect real patterns rooted in the American South. The supernatural is simply a vessel—one that carries generations of trauma, buried secrets, and unfinished business.

This book is not just horror. It's history. It's memory. It's truth dressed in blood.

If you or someone you know is affected by the trauma of racial violence or historical injustice, resources for healing and truth-telling can be found through organizations like the Equal Justice Initiative and local historical truth and reconciliation groups.
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# Chapter 1: Something's Still Breathing

*Cedartown, Georgia — July 10, 11:47 P.M.*

They buried her wrong forty-three years ago, and the ground never forgot.

Sheriff Cliff Henley knew it every time he drove past Northview Cemetery. The way the dirt sat uneven over that back corner plot. The way grass wouldn't grow right, coming up in patches like infected skin. The way his radio crackled with static when he got too close to the old section where they'd dumped Etta Mae's pine box 

without ceremony, without prayers, without so much as marking the spot proper.

No headstone. Just a depression in the earth that never quite filled in.

He'd been a deputy then, twenty-two years old and stupid enough to follow orders. Now he was fifty-seven, gray-haired, and smart enough to know some sins don't wash clean no matter how much time passes.

Especially when the ground keeps moving.

It started small. Little things. Flowers left on other graves would wilt overnight if they got too close to Etta's unmarked plot. Dogs wouldn't walk that section of the cemetery. Even the groundskeeper avoided it, claiming the soil was "sour" and wouldn't 
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