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Chapter 1 Tiny Nekos

Silver Moon was on a ship near Modern Mordor. The boat was just following the coast. She could tell there was trouble brewing on board. She found who she needed to talk to.

“So, it’s bad on board now?”

“No, there’s nothing wrong. You’re just a crazy elf.”

“Uh, the engine doesn’t sound right.”

“It’s fine.”

“I think we need to hand out the lifejackets.”

“You don’t deserve a lifejacket.”

“Oh, I see. Can you swim?”

“No and neither can you. Now get out of my way.”

Silver Moon blinked. The engine sounded worse. She could see the crew starting to panic as to what was happening, but the safety people refused to give anyone other than themselves a lifejacket. It was clear there weren’t enough lifejackets for everyone. Silver Moon shook her head. It was pointless to talk to anyone anymore.

She looked around. No one was paying any attention to her. She climbed over the railing and jumped into the sea. Just before she went under, she took a deep breath. She was under the water where no one could see her. Or at least no one on the ship could see her. She resurfaced a few minutes later and started trending water. The ship had moved away from her.

The engine sounded worse to her ears. She swam away from the ship as fast as she could. Soon she was alone in the sea. She wasn’t sure how far away from land she was. Then it all happened at once. The ship exploded. People screamed and were thrown into the sea. Silver Moon bit her lip and kept swimming away.

Soon she was joined by dolphins and merfolks. She stopped swimming and treaded water. They asked her what had just happened.

She answered, “I don’t know what went wrong, but the engine on the boat didn’t sound right to me. I asked one of the safety people about it and she was plain rude to me. Couldn’t stand I’m an elf. Told me I was crazy and wrong about the ship. Also said I didn’t deserve a lifejacket. I asked if she could swim and she said no and asserted I couldn’t either.”

There was some laughter.

“You can swim fine, elf. You’re still alive.”

“I know. I’ve taken good care of myself and I can swim for quite a long time if I have to.”

“Come swim with us. We’ll help you get back to shore.”

“Thank you.”

The memory faded and Silver Moon found herself at her desk working on her latest project. Leon was standing nearby. He bent down to kiss her on her forehead. She looked up at him.

“The nekos would like to take a walk with us.”

She blinked. “Of course. I can go right now.” She stood up.

“Good.”

The nekos waited by the door for their elf guardians. All left the apartment together. Soon they were down the stairs and on the street. There were new sights to see in the City of Elsewhere now. One thing which caught their eyes were some tiny nekos were dressed up smartly. They did dances for the tourists who laughed and clapped at all the right times. That was when Sebastien, his twin Claira Jaen, their brother White Lion and their two elf guardians walked past the sight.

Sebastien growled. “We aren’t a commodity. We are people. That is just plain disgusting that they have to pretend to be cute and happy all the time.”
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