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​Introduction
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Domestic Violence or Intimate Partner Violence is more common than most people realize. Unfortunately, it is a subject I know a lot about from firsthand experience. I spent over twelve years in an abusive relationship. While child sexual abuse was not part of my experience, I have learned it is often part of the abuse. Some of the story is based on the lives of survivors and thrivers. I have volunteered with two local DV groups, The Knoxville Family Justice Center’s “Voices” and The YWCA’s “Enough” program. Both of these non-profit groups are vital resources in the community. If you want to volunteer, please check local listings for a group, or perhaps start one of your own. If you need help, reach out. Talk to someone you can trust. You are not alone. 

To learn more about domestic violence in the United States, please visit

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/index.html

or

http://www.ncadv.org/

The author lives in a 100-year-old house in East Tennessee with her husband, author Neil Douglas Newton, and her dog Scout, named for a character in “To Kill a Mockingbird.” She enjoys blogging, traveling, and taking photographs, especially of her four children, six grandchildren, and one great-grandson.

Website http://www.elizabethhorton-newtonauthor.com/ 

Blog https://elizabethnnewton.com/

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ElizabethHortonNewton/

Twitter https://twitter.com/redqueenliz

Instagram https://www.instagram.com/redqueenliz/
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​Part One
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The red gown clung to her body like a second skin. It was apparent to everyone she wore little or no undergarments. Her short platinum blond hair stood out in dramatic contrast to her tanned skin. The head of every man in the room turned as she passed. Every woman’s head turned as well, some envious, some desirous. Mark turned as she approached and a smile lit his face. He loved it when she came into a room looking like this. All eyes were on her, and she was his, all his.
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