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            PRAISE FOR SOME ANIMALS

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        "SOME ANIMALS is a non-stop sci-fi thrill ride that will keep you reading far into the night. Joshua Todd James fills the page with cinematic action scenes and snappy dialogue, all anchored by a compelling protagonist that reflects so much of who we are today."

        MIKE NGUYEN LE (SCREENWRITER/PRODUCER) PATIENT Z, DARK SUMMER, W.M.D

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “Doing noir as sci-fi is a real challenge and this ambitious book pulls it off!”

        DAVID GERROLD, HUGO & NEBULA AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR OF THE MARTIAN CHILD, HELLA, & THE MAN WHO FOLDED HIMSELF

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “Joshua Todd James has created a compelling protagonist, a fascinating story universe and a suspenseful mystery, all-in-one, in his new novel SOME ANIMALS. Think of it as sci-fi nitro in book form. Highly recommended!”

        SCOTT MYERS, SCREENWRITER (K-9) AUTHOR OF THE PROTAGONIST’S JOURNEY, PROFESSOR AT DEPAUL UNIVERSITY AND HOST OF GOINTOTHESTORY.COM

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “SOME ANIMALS blew my mind. Joshua is the master of moralistic pathos. It’s a pathos steeped in a personal code of ethics in each of his characters. Joshua’s brilliance is in setting these characters careening down a track fueled by their pathos and the fun happens when characters with opposing drives collide in an action-packed train-wreck of ethics, desires and dreams. Do. Not. Miss. This. Book.”

        ATO ESSANDOH, ACTOR (STAR OF NETFLIX’S ALTERED CARBON, AWAY, AMAZON’S TALES FROM THE LOOP, HBO’S VINYL, AND MANY MORE.)

      

      

      

      
        
        
        "Joshua Todd James delivers a one-of-a-kind Sci-Fi thrill ride. The depth of its characters and its world are remarkable, especially given how quickly it reads."

        NATHAN GRAHAM DAVIS, AUTHOR OF MALICE AND MISTLETOE

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “I started reading SOME ANIMALS at 7 AM and didn’t stop until I was finished.  Joshua Todd James has created a vibrant, fiery futuristic world that we instantly believe in, and characters that hook us deep for this truly wild ride.  But this is much more than a cracking good ‘Who done it?’  It’s a story that breaks both boundaries and stereotypes all along the way.  Start reading.  You won’t put it down.”

        NAOMI WALLACE, PLAYWRIGHT, SCREENWRITER AND MACARTHUR FELLOW (AKA THE GENIUS GRANT)

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “From the opening lines of ‘Some Animals’ Joshua Todd James creates a compelling narrative and gripping mystery that you won’t want to put down."

        TESS RAFFERTY, AUTHOR OF RECIPE FOR DISASTER & UNDER THE TUSCAN GUN

      

      

      

      
        
        
        "I love sci-fi and I love hardboiled detective stories. This is both, but it's even more. Sci-fi has always been the best place to take on real-world issues, and Joshua Todd James takes on a lot of those in SOME ANIMALS. In this book, he serves up a strong cocktail, shaken from Chandler and Asimov, leaving me with the impression that someone just punched me in the face with a new cut of BLADE RUNNER."

        YURI LOWENTHAL, ACTOR MARVEL’S SPIDER-MAN, NARUTO, BEN 10, RAVE MASTER, LEGION OF SUPERHEROES

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “Joshua Todd James is a beautiful writer whose compelling, intelligent, and evocative sci-fi brings to mind the work of Isaac Asimov and Andy Weir. SOME ANIMALS weaves a propulsive plot that keeps you turning the pages with the themes that make for our finest speculative fiction—among them, what it means to be human. This exciting story is not one to be missed!”

        MARTIN AGUILERA, AUTHOR AND SCREENWRITER, NETFLIX’S THE CRAVING

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “SOME ANIMALS is a sci-fi novella that had me smiling throughout. It’s fun. It’s smart. It’s thought-provoking, and most of all it’s entertaining as all get out!”

        BILL RODEMEYER, CO-AUTHOR OF THE NOVELS JUVENILE X, SUCKERFISH CITY AND TWILIGHT PULP–SHORT READS FOR TWISTED MINDS

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “SOME ANIMALS is an intriguing exploration of a future that is moving, tense and which reflects, heartbreakingly so, upon our present-day society.”

        DWAYNE ALEXANDER SMITH, BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF FORTY ACRES AND THE UNKIND HOURS

      

      

      

      
        
        
        "The Fugitive meets Blade Runner, SOME ANIMALS is a fast paced near-future Science Fiction thriller about an android "companion" accused of his human's murder and goes on the run, relentlessly pursued by an obsessed detective and it really delivers. As he searches for the real killer, he learns what it means to be human... and inhumane."

        WILLIAM C. MARTELL, SCREENWRITER (19 PRODUCED FILMS THUS AND STILL COUNTING) AND AUTHOR OF THE HUGELY POPULAR BLUE BOOK SERIES ON SCREENWRITING

      

      

      

      
        
        
        "The best stories to me are always a sort of mix of genres. And that's exactly what Joshua Todd James has done with SOME ANIMALS. He's created a tasty genre burrito that reminded me of some of the best old school sci-fi and detective stories, then spiced it up with several issues relevant to today."

        CHAD LAW, SCREENWRITER/PRODUCER, DRIVE HARD, DAYLIGHT’S END, THE SHADOW EFFECT, BLACKWATER, DAY OF HEROES

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “Finally, it happened. I’ve long wanted to begin and end a book in one setting. SOME ANIMALS is that book. What is a Companion? What is a human being? Joshua Todd James reminds me of Heinlein, merging intelligence and story with effortless precision while subtly confronting tough questions in a hugely entertaining tale. This is a terrific, unexpected work.”

        JOEL EISENBERG, AUTHOR OF THE CHRONICLES OF ARA

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “I wish Joshua Todd James had been around when I was reading young adult novels, because  SOME ANIMALS is superb, and Jacob Kind is a memorable protagonist. He's a Companion, an android, designed to serve the needs of his owners. On the run from corrupt police, falsely accused of the murder of his owner, Jacob discovers that he's more than an android -- that process, of learning who you really are, will resonate with readers. This is compulsively readable and strongly recommended.”

        DANIEL KEYS MORAN, AUTHOR OF EMERALD EYES, THE LONG RUN, THE LAST DANCER & THE A.I. WAR, BOOK ONE: THE BIG BOOST

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “Some Animals is an exciting and propulsive sci fi thriller. Don’t miss it!”

        KAI YU WU, WRITER/PRODUCER (THE FLASH, CARNIVAL ROW, HANNIBAL)

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        For my fam, all those connected to me via circumstances, shared commitment and by blood, you know who you are.

      

        

      
        This is for you.
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CHAPTER 1


          

        

      

    

    
      JACOB’S JOURNAL

      

      DAY ONE of MONTH ONE

      

      Actions have purpose.

      Life is a series of actions.

      Ergo, life has purpose.

      The difficulty is determining what, exactly, one’s life purpose is in specific terms, which has been humankind’s struggle from its very beginning. The conclusions thus far have been vast, varied, and legion, full of passion and emotion, rife with conjecture and dreams. As humans are wont to do with nearly everything they embrace. They can be very confusing at times but rarely dull. I don’t know if they know their purpose, or if they do, it’s not something I can fathom. It bears repeating that humans are, in many ways, complex creatures.

      For my kind, however, life’s purpose is simple, direct, and clear.

      To serve and protect humanity.

      My name is Jacob Kind, and I am a Companion.

      Sylvia suggested last night, on New Year’s Eve, that I keep a journal if I wished, and it was traditional to begin one at the start of the calendar year if I decided I would like to.  She said that she’d started to keep one as a younger woman and found it extremely edifying to look back and read the thoughts of her younger self. She still keeps one to this day. I often see her working on her journal in the morning before starting any of her other tasks.

      She phrased her suggestion that I start a journal in a unique way. She said this was truly a suggestion on her part;  it was entirely up to me if I wished to do so or not. Usually, when a Primary makes a suggestion, it’s an order to follow without question. Sylvia often mentions her suggestions to me are just that… true suggestions. Webster’s definition of the word in its literal sense. That it’s up to me if I wish to do what she asks; it’s my choice. Utterly up to… me, she said.

      It’s a confusing statement. I am uncertain if it’s a directive or not.  My programming doesn’t offer much guidance in that. We’re supposed to do what our primaries ask us to do without hesitation. But her wishes in this are not clear to me. Do I do it, or do I not do it?

      I decided to start the journal today, regardless, in the form of an internal recording that will be saved on the private drive section in my mind designed to protect the privacy of individual primaries, one that’s not accessible to maintenance. Since it was her suggestion, I’ll save it here to reference it if she later asks me about it. I am uncertain if I shall continue keeping it. I’ll see if Sylvia mentions it again or gives me a non-verbal sign that she expects me to continue. I’m still cataloging her non-verbals in my drive because it’s only been a week since she purchased me.

      Actions have purpose, but given her request’s parameters, I don’t know this journal’s purpose. Furthermore, everything I do or see is already recorded in my drive regardless, so consciously re-recording it seems, at best, redundant.

      Last night, she kissed my cheek at midnight, tweaked my nose, and wished me and mine the happiest of New Year’s. It was a turn of phrase I found curious. She seemed nearly sad, however, and went to bed without another word.

      I hope it wasn’t any action on my part that triggered this emotional reaction. I’m here to make her happy to the best of my ability, and if she is not happy, that means I haven’t served my specific purpose. If I don’t serve my purpose, my life has no meaning.

      Happy New Year.
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        Portrait of Sylvia on New Year’s Eve
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      DAY ONE OF MONTH FOUR

      

      I haven’t made an entry in this journal since the first day of the year, as Sylvia said it was my choice to do so or not. So I’ve not done so, by my choice, until today. Things have changed significantly, however, and since I’m currently sitting in a police station interrogation room, perhaps this would be an excellent time to catch up.

      Two things of note. One, I seem to be having some software issues; two, Sylvia was murdered, and I witnessed it. The combination of these two events has led to my presence at the police station, her killer still free, so I’ll recount as best I can the events leading up to the crime in question to see what possible information, evidence, or clues, for lack of a better word, I may have I overlooked which could perhaps help the police apprehend her murderer.

      As far as I can tell, yesterday had gone normally until the afternoon. At three-thirty-three, to be precise. I was walking home from the library. A book I’d requested on special order had finally come in, one I’d been waiting for, so I had stopped to pick it up.
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