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The storm had come from nowhere on that warm summer afternoon, turning my peaceful village walk into a frantic dash for cover. I, Clara Ridge, was 38 years old and had always lived a sheltered life — modest dresses, quiet Sundays at church, a marriage that had long since grown dull and predictable. But deep inside me, hidden beneath layers of propriety, burned desires I’d only ever read about in secret books late at night. Desires for the kind of raw, dirty, all-consuming sex that left a woman trembling and ruined in the best possible way. And the man who starred in every one of those forbidden fantasies was Reverend James Andrew — our vicar, the one man I should never have wanted.
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