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Football Wonderkids: Manuel Neuer

The Goalkeeper Who Changed Football Forever

Copyright

Copyright © 2026 Wonderkids Universe (Harald Sesselmann)

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

This is a work of nonfiction written for children.  

All information is presented for educational and entertainment purposes.

Football Wonderkids is a book series concept. All player names are used for educational purposes.

Disclaimer

This book is an inspirational children’s biography based on real events.

While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, some details such as dates, statistics, or descriptions may change over time.

This book does not claim to be a complete historical record but aims to inspire young readers through true stories, values, and personal journeys.

Intro

Hello soccer/football fan,

you’re holding something very special in your hands: a book full of football dreams.

This isn’t just about goals, tricks, and trophies. It’s about the stories of kids who started out small – just like you. With a ball in the garden, on the playground, or in a little sports hall. Back then, nobody knew they would one day become world stars. But they already had a dream.

Sometimes the road was tough: injuries, homesickness, setbacks. But they all had one thing in common: they never gave up. They believed in themselves, trained hard, and never lost the joy of playing football. That’s exactly what made them the great players who inspire millions of people around the world today.

And you know what? You can live your dream, too. Every great star once began with their very first training session – just like you.

To make things even more exciting, our mascot Maily will guide you through this book.

Maily shows up in every chapter, asks you questions, shares funny facts, and reminds you: even the greatest footballers were once children who just wanted to play.

This book is meant to give you courage. Courage to believe in yourself when things get tough. Courage to dream big. And courage to keep playing – no matter how many setbacks there are. Because every football dream can come true.

So get comfortable, turn the first page, and join our football wonderkids on their journey from the playground to the big stadium.

Your WONDERKIDS UNIVERSE

Where football dreams hit the net

––––––––
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Maily: Your Wonderkids Guide
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Woof! I’m Maily — your football buddy in this book.

I’ll be with you in every chapter, cheering you on and showing how young players grow into real football heroes.

Between the chapters, I’ll introduce you to some of the greatest players from many different eras — legends every fan should know.

And psst... there are surprises waiting, so keep your eyes open!

Enjoy the magic of Football Wonderkids— let’s start our adventure together! 

The First Contact

A Night When the Goalkeeper Ruled the Stadium

The floodlights blaze over a packed stadium, the crowd rising with every breath of the game. The ball breaks through the last line of defense, and for a split second it feels like danger has arrived. But then he appears. Manuel Neuer rushes forward, calm and fearless, reading the moment before anyone else. He slides, clears the ball, and stands up as if it were the most natural thing in the world. The crowd roars — not for a goal, but for a goalkeeper who just changed the game. This is Manuel Neuer’s world. A world where the goalkeeper is no longer a silent figure waiting on the line, but an active leader, a thinker, a defender, and sometimes the bravest player on the pitch. For years, fans watched in disbelief as he stepped out of his box, controlled the ball with his feet, and played passes that looked more like a midfielder’s than a keeper’s. Some called it risky. Others called it madness. History would call it revolutionary.

From Last Line to First Leader

Manuel Neuer did not simply protect the goal — he reimagined it. With ice-cold focus and extraordinary confidence, he turned pressure into control and chaos into order. Teammates trusted him like an extra defender. Coaches built systems around his intelligence. Opponents hesitated, knowing that even space behind the defense was not truly free. Whether in Bundesliga classics, Champions League nights, or the biggest tournaments on the planet, Neuer stood tall, calm, and commanding. He organized the back line with a raised hand and a clear voice. He stayed composed when the world expected panic. And when the moment demanded it, he delivered saves that felt almost impossible. Children who watched him play began to dream differently. Being a goalkeeper was no longer about waiting. It was about courage, movement, and leadership. Neuer made the gloves cool. He made the position brave. He made it modern.

This story is not only about trophies and titles. It is about a boy who refused to accept limits, a player who trusted his instincts, and a goalkeeper who changed football forever. From muddy youth pitches to the grandest stadiums in the world, Manuel Neuer’s journey is a story of innovation, resilience, and fearless belief. And once you step into his world, you realize something important: the game has never been the same since he arrived.
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Chapter 1 – Childhood 
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A Boy from Gelsenkirchen

Manuel Neuer was born on March 27, 1986, in Gelsenkirchen, a city shaped by football, hard work, and strong community bonds. Growing up in the Ruhr area meant growing up with passion. Stadiums were close, discussions about matches were everywhere, and football was part of everyday life. In Manuel’s neighborhood, children played outside for hours, inventing games and setting goals with jackets or backpacks. From an early age, Manuel loved being close to the action. While many children wanted to score goals, he was drawn to stopping them. There was something about protecting the goal that fascinated him — the responsibility, the challenge, the moment when everything depended on one decision. His family supported his curiosity without pressure, allowing him to explore the game freely. In Gelsenkirchen, football was not about fame. It was about belonging. And Manuel belonged on the pitch.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
EQOTBALL
WONDERKIDS






OEBPS/d2d_images/image041.png
Let s start at the very
beginning - where Football
dreams first took shape.






OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image047.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image004.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image018.png
Woof! Here we go - grab the
ball and join me on the
Journey to the stars!






