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“Did you pack my fruity pebbles?”

“You are a fruity pebble,” Benjamin muttered as he sat on the edge of the lower bunk, tying his shoes. Samuel leaned in the doorway, studying his brother’s actions. Still, he couldn’t let him get the last word in, no matter what was ailing him.

“Real mature, baby brother,” Samuel replied. “I was just asking because I know you tend to hide things that are associated with the rainbow. Trying to keep your true sexuality well hidden from the world. Well don’t worry about it. I already announced your coming out the closet two days ago on the blog. No one was surprised. Said they knew all along and congratulated you on your engagement to some guy named William.”

Benjamin sighed and reached over to the backpack sitting by his right foot. He rummaged through the contents for a second and then revealed a sandwich bag full of the coveted cereal. He threw it to his brother without a word, zipped up his bag and continued staring at the red wool carpet that blanketed their floor. Samuel could hardly believe his eyes, or his ears. 

There was nothing but silence...

“Benji,” Samuel said out of concern. “What bothers you?”

“This room is too clean,” he said flatly as Samuel scoffed. The elder Weather Brother took great pride in keeping their one-bedroom apartment spotless, and that included unnecessary furnishings. Besides the six-drawer nightstand that held their clothes, there was only the bunk bed, a mirror hanging behind the door, and a picture of Melissa, blown to banner size. It was an awful picture, casting her in a light unbecoming of her beauty. Her mouth was wide open. Some broccoli was stuck in her teeth and she had been yelling at Samuel when he took the photo with a cheap camera from the local CVS. And because the pixels were stretched to its limits, it was a little grainy...but that was fine. The love of their life was right there in the room.

“Melissa’s waiting for us,” Samuel said, noticing the poster. “We’re supposed to pick her up.”

“She’s the one with the car. Why can’t she pick us up?”

“Now, you know that’s unmanly. How is that going to look to all our fans?”

“Who cares about the fans?”

“Benji...” Samuel trailed off, deep in thought. What was wrong with him? And on today of all days?
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