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Introduction

The motivation for this book is that while writing
two books on identity theft, I was struck by how some of the
modern-day scams had counterparts in the Bible. A re-reading of the
Bible reinforced this impression.

The original intention was to write three, or
perhaps four, books, examining cases of identity theft in the Old
testament, New Testament, the Apocrypha, and, eventually, the
Qu’ran. After finishing the analysis of the King
James Bible (the primary biblical text used herein), and
seeing how much of the material that was necessary to include in
this book required, it was decided to combine the first three books
into one and to leave the analysis of the Qu’ran to an author more
versed in its content.

Several public domain online versions of bibles were
used in this work. All can be found at either gutenberg.org or
archive.org. The primary versions used were The
King James Bible, The Douay Rheims
Catholic Bible, and The Deuterocanonical
Books of the Bible. The biblical text has not been changed
from the versions found, but has been reformatted to meet the
requirements of modern eBook readers.

In this book we will present the stories in the
Bible that, at least in my opinion, can be considered by a modern
reader to involve some form of the crime of identity theft. I
invite you, the readers, to comment on my selections in their
reviews of this book.

No allegorical stories have been included in this
book.


Chapter 1

Abraham and Sarah

The Story

This is a story of identity theft by means of
impersonation.

Abraham is highly concerned that his wife, Sarah, is
so beautiful that King Abimelech will murder him and take Sarah as
one of his wives or concubines. Abraham decides that he will
pretend that he and Sarah are brother and sister, thereby
preserving his own life, while leaving Sarah at the mercy of
Abimelech. The story has a happy ending in that both Abraham and
Sarah are safe after Abimelech relents.

The Biblical Text: The Book of
Genesis

01:020:001 And Abraham journeyed from thence toward
the south country, and dwelled between Kadesh and Shur, and
sojourned in Gerar.

01:020:002 And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, She
is my sister: and Abimelech king of Gerar sent, and took Sarah.

01:020:003 But God came to Abimelech in a dream by
night, and said to him, Behold, thou art but a dead man, for the
woman which thou hast taken; for she is a man's wife.

01:020:004 But Abimelech had not come near her: and
he said, LORD, wilt thou slay also a righteous nation?

01:020:005 Said he not unto me, She is my sister?
and she, even she herself said, He is my brother: in the integrity
of my heart and innocency of my hands have I done this.

01:020:006 And God said unto him in a dream, Yea, I
know that thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart; for I also
withheld thee from sinning against me: therefore suffered I thee
not to touch her.

01:020:007 Now therefore restore the man his wife;
for he is a prophet, and he shall pray for thee, and thou
shalt live: and if thou restore her not, know thou that thou
shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine.

01:020:008 Therefore Abimelech rose early in the
morning, and called all his servants, and told all these things in
their ears: and the men were sore afraid.

01:020:009 Then Abimelech called Abraham, and said
unto him, What hast thou done unto us? and what have I offended
thee, that thou hast brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin?
thou hast done deeds unto me that ought not to be done.

01:020:010 And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What
sawest thou, that thou hast done this thing?

01:020:011 And Abraham said, Because I thought,
Surely the fear of God is not in this place; and they will slay me
for my wife's sake.

01:020:012 And yet indeed she is my sister; she is
the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother; and
she became my wife.

01:020:013 And it came to pass, when God caused me
to wander from my father's house, that I said unto her, This is thy
kindness which thou shalt shew unto me; at every place whither we
shall come, say of me, He is my brother.

01:020:014 And Abimelech took sheep, and oxen, and
menservants, and womenservants, and gave them unto Abraham, and
restored him Sarah his wife.

01:020:015 And Abimelech said, Behold, my land is
before thee: dwell where it pleaseth thee.

01:020:016 And unto Sarah he said, Behold, I have
given thy brother a thousand pieces of silver: behold, he is to
thee a covering of the eyes, unto all that are with thee, and with
all other: thus she was reproved.

01:020:017 So Abraham prayed unto God: and God
healed Abimelech, and his wife, and his maidservants; and they
bare children.


Chapter 2

Isaac and Rebekah

The Story

This is another story of identity theft by means of
impersonation. The parallel to the story of Abraham and Sarah is
almost identical; both stories involve King Abimelech.

Isaac is highly concerned that his wife, Rebekah, is
so beautiful that King Abimelech will murder him and take Rebekah
as one of his wives or concubines. Isaac decides that he will
pretend that he and Rebekah are brother and sister, thereby
preserving his own life, while leaving Rebekah at the mercy of
Abimelech. The story has a happy ending in that both Isaac and
Rebekah are safe after Abimelech relents.

The Biblical Text: The Book of
Genesis

01:026:001 And there was a famine in the land,
beside the first famine that was in the days of Abraham. And
Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the Philistines unto Gerar.

01:026:002 And the LORD appeared unto him, and said,
Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall tell
thee of:

01:026:003 Sojourn in this land, and I will be with
thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will
give all these countries, and I will perform the oath which I sware
unto Abraham thy father;

01:026:004 And I will make thy seed to multiply as
the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these
countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed;

01:026:005 Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and
kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.

01:026:006 And Isaac dwelt in Gerar:

01:026:007 And the men of the place asked him of his
wife; and he said, She is my sister: for he feared to say, She is
my wife; lest, said he, the men of the place should kill me for
Rebekah; because she was fair to look upon.

01:026:008 And it came to pass, when he had been
there a long time, that Abimelech king of the Philistines looked
out at a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac was sporting with
Rebekah his wife.

01:026:009 And Abimelech called Isaac, and said,
Behold, of a surety she is thy wife; and how saidst thou, She
is my sister? And Isaac said unto him, Because I said, Lest I die
for her.

01:026:010 And Abimelech said, What is this thou
hast done unto us? One of the people might lightly have lien with
thy wife, and thou shouldest have brought guiltiness upon us.

01:026:011 And Abimelech charged all his people,
saying, He that toucheth this man or his wife shall surely be
put to death.


Chapter 3

Jacob and Esau

The Story

This is another story of identity theft by means of
impersonation. The story has a different perspective than the two
previous ones, in that the twin’s mother, Rebekah, both suggests
the impersonation and the methods by which Jacob can fool his
father, Isaac. The results of the successful impersonation affect
the history of the region.

The Biblical Text: The Book of
Genesis

01:027:001 And it came to pass, that when Isaac was
old, and his eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he called
Esau his eldest son, and said unto him, My son: and he said unto
him, Behold, here am I.

01:027:002 And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know
not the day of my death:

01:027:003 Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy
weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field, and
take me some venison;

01:027:004 And make me savoury meat, such as I love,
and bring it to me, that I may eat; that my soul may bless
thee before I die.

01:027:005 And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to
Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt for venison,
and to bring it.

01:027:006 And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son,
saying, Behold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy
brother, saying,

01:027:007 Bring me venison, and make me savoury
meat, that I may eat, and bless thee before the LORD before my
death.

01:027:008 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice
according to that which I command thee.

01:027:009 Go now to the flock, and fetch me from
thence two good kids of the goats; and I will make them savoury
meat for thy father, such as he loveth:

01:027:010 And thou shalt bring it to thy father,
that he may eat, and that he may bless thee before his
death.

01:027:011 And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother,
Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth
man:

01:027:012 My father peradventure will feel me, and
I shall seem to him as a deceiver; and I shall bring a curse upon
me, and not a blessing.

01:027:013 And his mother said unto him, Upon me be
thy curse, my son: only obey my voice, and go fetch me
them.

01:027:014 And he went, and fetched, and brought
them to his mother: and his mother made savoury meat, such as
his father loved.
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