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Waiting for My Hug! by Al Copperhead

All night, Kayce Holland, 14, paced back and forth in his room, admiring his outfit for the first day of school. Kayce couldn’t wait to start high school in a new state. His two neighbors, Jeremy Fleet and Richard Powell, were excited too—they were also heading to the new school.

On the bus, the energy was electric. Music blasted, and everyone was singing and partying on the way to school. The bus driver, Ms. Muriel Hills, chuckled and told the students, “Y’all better keep that same energy all year long. I know halfway through the school year, everybody will be ready to get out of school!” Everyone laughed and kept singing until they arrived.

Attending school in a new state was a completely different experience. I had no choice but to move after my parents, Dennis and Diane Holland, split, so I asked to stay with my aunt, Yvonne Sloane, to focus on my schoolwork. I had a lot to learn in my new neighborhood. My aunt Yvonne was strict—she didn’t want me hanging out on the block, worried I’d get into trouble. I explained to her that I needed to meet some friends to hang out with. She shook her head and said, “Be safe.”
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