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Life in Christ Jesus is a Life of Faith

and be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: Philippians 3:9
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I believe that Jesus is God manifested in the flesh for by faith in His name and in obedience to His Word, man can restore his condition as a being created in the image and likeness of God.
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Introduction: Faith is therefore the substance...
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Now faith is the substance (υποστασις of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. Hebrews 11:1



Faith is a spiritual virtue, it does not belong to the human plane. It comes from God; it is the Creator who grants it to man. Man cannot generate faith by himself; a man that operates in faith, or claims to have it, is because he has received it from God who has placed it within him.

The popular concepts spread by the religious media qualify faith as a natural consequence of human conviction, a product of its conscience before the divine reality; however, the Scriptures clearly stipulate that faith does not belong to everyone.​[1] 

The apostle Paul is forceful in pointing out that in life in Christ nothing is obtained by human work, to avoid glory being taken away from God and being diverted to man. No matter what man can do to produce faith, he cannot act on it without divine intervention. Paul states categorically that what man has comes from God.


8For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9not of works, lest any man should boast. Ephesians 2:8-9



The Gospels record in Jesus' teaching that there are epochs of time, and even regions, where faith is scarce. Luke's gospel records that one of those times is precisely the time before Jesus' return to earth: But when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on earth?​[2]

As for regions and generations where their inhabitants lack faith, it had already been recorded since ancient times. 


And he said, I will hide my face from them, I will see what their end shall be: for they are a very froward generation, children in whom is no faith. Deuteronomy 32:20

But thou shalt say unto them, This is a nation that obeyeth not the voice of the Lord their God, nor receiveth correction: truth is perished, and is cut off from their mouth. Jeremiah 7:28



It is important to understand the spiritual value of faith because despite our devotion to Jesus, we have acted arrogantly in believing and arguing that rational and logical belief has been the basis of the faith we hold; and worse, we have allowed our convictions to be strengthened by a philosophical humanism rather than by supernatural dependence on the Eternal, Almighty God.

Faith is unique and exclusive to a person who has established a relationship of communion with God. The Scriptures clearly establish the need for spiritual communion with God as the necessary and absolute condition for receiving faith: 


But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. Hebrews 11:6



In Jesus' teaching this need for communion is presented in terms of a new birth, according to the teaching presented to Nicodemus.​[3]  It also appears in terms of possessing Eternal Life, according to the teaching of the rich young man.​[4]  In both teachings the need for communion is the condition for becoming a man of faith.

Therefore, for the man of faith what is sufficient for him is a faith the size of a mustard seed to operate,​[5] because the relationship of communion that he has established with God is the one that will make his actions protected by the powerful hand of God. There is no super-faith, because it throws away that faith comes from God. It is the communion that man and woman have established with the Creator that makes things that are not, be made. 

Moses explained to the people that the reason why God spoke with a loud voice was so that the people would believe God and establish communion with Him: 


And the Lord said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with thee, and believe thee forever. And Moses told the words of the people unto the Lord. Exodus 19:9



The message of the prophets was directed to the restoration of communion with God, lost because of the presence of the idolatrous worship of Baal, or some other Canaanite deity.


And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper. 2 Chronicles 20:20



It is communion with God that is the basis of faith, not just belief, for as James says, even the demons believe and tremble.​[6]  The incongruence in the account of the Sermon on the Mount of those who are classified as evildoers,​[7] can only be understood by taking into account that belief in Jesus is only the gateway to life in Christ, but the purpose is to establish communion with Him. Only those who have communion with Jesus will be able to do His will.

Active faith operates through action. Faith is not only the capacity to believe, as is taught in many academic circles, but more so, and above all, to act, for it is by action that one measures the conviction of what one believes. Faith moves a person in the direction of the particular Word presented by God. James in his epistle clearly states that faith, if it does not have works, is dead in itself.​[8]


14What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him?...    18Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works....   20But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?...   24Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.....  26For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. James 2.14-26



Belief is important, for unbelief can hinder the development and growth of faith, for we read in the biblical account that Jesus did not do many wonders there, because of their unbelief;​[9]  yet it is action that ultimately makes known who the person is who has and executes in faith. The father of faith, as Abraham is known, was characterized because his faith consisted in the fact that in spite of the absurdity and ridiculousness of the demands made upon him, he moved in the direction of what was asked of him, and believed even in hope against hope.​[10]

So, if it was counted to Abraham for righteousness, and his righteousness is action before the Word of God, and since the Word states that those who are of faith, such are the children of Abraham,​[11] it means that faith is evaluated by the ability to move in the direction of the Word and not just by believing it.
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But what good is faith to us?
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Most of those who confess faith in Jesus have the concept –erroneous, by the way– that faith serves to ask, to make possible the materialization of what we are asking for, or needing. In short, to make things that are not, to make them happen.

It is a false concept because the Scriptures clearly state that even though the lilies of the field do not work or spin; God dresses her that way, and it stands out that God is obligated to dress us without our having to ask Him. The text emphasizes the confrontational question: - will He not do much more to you, men of little faith?

It is a false concept because the Scriptures clearly state that even though the lilies of the field do not work or spin; God dresses her that way,​[12] and it stands out that God is obligated to dress us without our having to ask Him. The text emphasizes the confrontational question: –will He not do much more to you, men of little faith?

Faith was not given to us, nor is it in this world as a spiritual tool to ask for, or to materialize things, faith has been given to us to operate according to God in the execution of His purposes.

Faith helps us to understand God, to read Him, to interpret Him, to know what He wants us to do. Faith is the spiritual capacity to interpret and understand God. Only those who know how to understand God do and are willing to execute what He demands of them.

The epistle to the Hebrews established the spiritual principle that without faith it is impossible to please God. This principle shows us that it is only possible to please someone when you understand what the other person wants. John established it in the following way: And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.​[13]   The reason the Father was pleased with Jesus was precisely because He always did what the Father was pleased with.​[14]

Faith is a capacity that is only achieved by those who take time to understand God. God's main complaint is precisely the presence of people who were exposed to God, but never developed the capacity to understand Him.


Forty years long was I grieved with this generation, and said, It is a people that do err in their heart, and they have not known my ways:  Psalm 95:10

Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do always err in their heart; and they have not known my ways. Hebrews 3:10



The purpose of the Scriptures is that the man of God should be perfect, thoroughly instructed for every good work;​[15] that is, that man should know God, and know His will, and act in accordance with it.


Know therefore that the Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations; Deuteronomy 7:9



The first phase in Abraham's instruction was precisely to know the God who called him. We observe this in the way Abraham intercedes for the case of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah:


That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? Genesis 18:25



A case that deserves to be highlighted is the case of Nebuchadnezzar, who in spite of being a pagan and idolatrous king, the Almighty revealed himself to his life, and he understood God.


34And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth forever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation: 35and all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou? 36
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