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        Being dead is a hard enough adjustment for new ghost Dominic Gianno when he discovers a woman’s leg in his casket. Soon Dom and his new ghost friend Vic head out to find the owner of the leg and Dom finds himself fighting for a woman’s life.
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      Waking up dead was a shock, considering I’d been alive a few days before. I struggled to remember. I’d been working in the shop, getting a leg of lamb out of the freezer for Mrs. Gardner. Out of the corner of my eye, movement, and then the side of beef falling. Damn that Jimmy Beck, he never hung the meat right!

      In the darkness, I couldn’t see. The only sound was the occasional settling of the dirt above. Normally I would have panicked; I’d been claustrophobic since my cousin Benny locked me in a closet when I was six. But this was comforting. The sound reminded me of childhood, playing trucks with Vinnie in his backyard. Even the smell was homey, a rich, clean smell of earth. I was just getting used to the idea of being dead when a shout startled me.

      “Goddamn kids, I hate ‘em!”

      I sat up, not realizing I could until I did it. My head passed through the lid of the coffin and I found myself swimming up toward the surface. As my hand broke through the ground, I felt a cool breeze. I pulled myself out.

      The cemetery was packed, people clustered beside the gravestones or walked among the trees. I watched in surprise. Something was odd about them. They looked translucent, I could almost see objects through their bodies, a bush or a headstone. Looking at my hands I noticed the same thing about me. We were ghosts.

      “Little monsters.”

      At the edge of a small pond, a tall, scowling man picked shards of broken beer bottles out of his grey suit. Beside me an old guy sat against a tombstone and chuckled.

      “Poor McGilly always has to put up with people tossing things on him.” The old man shook his head. “That’s what ya get for messing with the mob.”

      “What happened to him?” I asked.

      He gestured at the pond. “Buried in concrete. Nobody alive knows he’s there.” He cocked his head. Blurred print from the tombstone’s inscription showed through his face as he studied me. “Hey, you’re new here. Dominic Gianno, says your stone.”

      “Yes, I just woke up.”

      The old guy clapped his hands. “Well, terrific. A neighbor. Hey folks, we got a new one!”

      Shuffling over to greet me, the ghosts dressed like a history of fashion. Older ghosts wore faded suits, their faces almost totally transparent, their movements slow and devoid of feeling. The more recent dead were more solid. Jacob, explained how the oldest of the ghosts faded altogether. No one could see them. Some speculated they passed onto another state or were reincarnated. But no one worried. Death was a great stress reliever.
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