
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



  	
	    
	      Also by Steve Fulton

	    

      
	    
          
	      College Football Blueblood Series

          
        
          
	          Yea Alabama! History of Alabama Crimson Tide Football

          
        
          
	          War Eagle! History of Auburn Tigers Football

          
        
          
	          Tiger Rag! History of Clemson Tigers Football

          
        
          
	          The Orange and Blue! History of Florida Gators Football

          
        
          
	          Garnet and Gold! History of Florida State Seminoles Football

          
        
          
	          Bulldog Nation! History of Georgia Bulldogs Football

          
        
          
	          Geaux Tigers! History of LSU Tigers Football

          
        
          
	          "Hurricane Rising" History of Miami Hurricanes Football

          
        
          
	          Hail to the Victors! History of Michigan Wolverines Football

          
        
          
	          Go Big Red! History of Nebraska Cornhuskers Football

          
        
          
	          Onward to Victory! History of Notre Dame Fighting Irish Football

          
        
          
	          The Scarlet and Gray! History of The Ohio State Buckeyes Football

          
        
          
	          Boomer Sooner! History of Oklahoma Sooners Football

          
        
          
	          Happy Valley! History of Penn State Nittany Lions Football

          
        
          
	          Fight On! History of USC Trojans Football

          
        
          
	          Rocky Top! History of Tennessee Volunteers Football

          
        
          
	          Hook em' Horns - History of Texas Longhorns Football

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      College Football Legacy Series

          
        
          
	          "Ole Miss" History of Mississippi Rebels Football

          
        
          
	          "Gig 'em" History of Texas A&M Aggies Football

          
        
          
	          "The Blue and Gold" History of UCLA Bruins Football

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      College Football Patriot Series

          
        
          
	          Black Knights of the Hudson - History of Army Football

          
        
          
	          Navy Blue and Gold - History of Navy Midshipmen Football

          
        
          
	          Wild Blue Yonder! History of Air Force Falcons Football

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      MLB Series

          
        
          
	          Every Diamond Does Sparkle – “The Playoffs” {Part I – 1946-1999}

          
        
          
	          Every Diamond Does Sparkle – “The Playoffs” {Part II 2000-present}

          
        
          
	          Every Diamond Sparkles More..."The World Series"

          
        
          
	          10,000 Memories...History of the Minnesota Twins

          
        
          
	          “Bronx Bombers” History of the New York Yankees

          
        
          
	          “Dodger Blue” History of the Los Angeles Dodgers

          
        
          
	          "The Sawx" History of the Boston Red Sox

          
        
          
	          "The Fightin' Phil's" History of the Philadelphia Phillies

          
        
          
	          The Metropolitans! History of the New York Mets Baseball Team

          
        
          
	          The Halos! History of the Los Angeles Angels

          
        
          
	          Wrigleyville - History of the Chicago Cubs

          
        
          
	          “Redbird Nation”  History of the St. Louis Cardinals Baseball Team

          
        
          
	          "The Midsummer Classic" History of Major League Baseball's All-Star Game

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      NFL Series

          
        
          
	          "America's Team" History of the Dallas Cowboys

          
        
          
	          "The Green and Gold" History of the Green Bay Packers

          
        
          
	          Purple Glory-History of the Minnesota Vikings

          
        
          
	          Steeler Nation! Complete History of the Pittsburgh Steelers

          
        
          
	          The Green & Silver! History of the Philadelphia Eagles

          
        
          
	          "Hail to the Chiefs" History of the Kansas City Chiefs

          
        
          
	          Playoffs! Complete History of Pro Football Playoffs {Part I - 1932-1999}

          
        
          
	          Playoffs! Complete History of Pro Football Playoffs {Part II - 2000-present}

          
        
          
	          History of the American Football League {1960-1969}

          
        
          
	          "Bills Nation" History of the Buffalo Bills

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          College Football History "Glorious Games of the Past"

          
        
          
	          College Football History "Trophy Games"

          
        
          
	          College Football History "Rivalry Games"

          
        
          
	          College Football "Memorable plays and Memorable moments"

          
        
          
	          College Football History "Bowl Games of the 20th Century"

          
        
          
	          College Football Memorable Plays and Memorable Moments

          
        
          
	          College Football "Glorious Games of the Past"

          
        
          
	          College Football History - Rivalry Games

          
        
          
	          College Football History - Trophy Games

          
        
          
	          Every Diamond Sparkles More - The World Series

          
        
          
	          "Golden Memories" - History of Minnesota Gophers Football

          
        
          
	          10,000 Memories...History of the Minnesota Twins

          
        
          
	          Purple Glory-History of the Minnesota Vikings

          
        
          
	          Playoffs! - Complete History of Pro Football's Playoffs

          
        
          
	          "We are the Champions" - College Football's National Champions

          
        
          
	          Memorable Plays and Memorable Moments

          
        
          
	          College Football "Glorious Games of the Past"

          
        
          
	          College Football History "Rivalry games"

          
        
          
	          College Football History "Trophy Games"

          
        
          
	          College Football Bowl Games of the 21st Century - Part I {2000-2010}

          
        
          
	          College Football Bowl Games of the 21st Century - Part II {2011-2020}

          
        
          
	          Playoffs! Complete History of Pro Football Playoffs {Part I - 1932-1999}

          
        
          
	          Playoffs! Complete History of Pro Football Playoffs {Part II - 2000-present}

          
        
          
	          "Golden Memories" - History of Minnesota Gophers Football

          
        
          
	          "We are the Champions" - College Football's National Champions

          
        
          
	          Every Diamond Does Sparkle..."The Playoffs"

          
        
          
	          2024 College Football Handicapping Bible

          
        
          
	          2024 FCS College Football Bible

          
        
          
	          2024 Pro Football Handicapping Bible

          
        
          
	          2025 College Football Handicapping Bible

          
        
          
	          2025 FCS College Football Bible

          
        
          
	          2025 Pro Football Handicapping Bible

          
        
      

      
    
	    
	      
	      Watch for more at Steve Fulton’s site.

	      
	    

	  
    


Fight On!

History of USC Trojans Football

––––––––

[image: ]


Fight on!

Fight On for ol' SC

Our Men Fight On to victory.

Our Alma Mater dear,

Looks up to you

Fight On and win

For ol' SC

Fight On to victory

[image: USC The Spirit of Troy halftime show: 'Guardians of the Galaxy']

USC Trojans “Spirit of Troy” Marching Band
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Formed in 1888, the program has over 860 wins and claims 11 national championships, including 7 from the major wire-service: AP Poll and/or Coaches' Poll. USC has had 13 undefeated seasons including 8 perfect seasons, and 37 conference championships. USC has produced eight Heisman Trophy winners, 84 first-team Consensus All-Americans, including 27 unanimous selections, and 524 NFL draft picks, most all-time by any university, USC has had 35 members inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame, including former players Matt Leinart, O. J. Simpson, and Ronnie Lott and former coaches John McKay and Howard Jones. The Trojans boast 14 inductees in the Pro Football Hall of Fame, the most of any school, including Junior Seau, Bruce Matthews, Marcus Allen, and Ron Yary. Among all colleges and universities, as of 2022, USC holds the all-time record for the most quarterbacks (17) and is tied with the University of Miami for having the most wide receivers (40) to go on to play in the NFL. 

The Trojans have 55 bowl appearances, 39 of which are among the New Year's Six Bowls. With a record of 35–20, USC has the second highest all-time post-season winning percentage of schools with 50 or more bowl appearances. 

The Trojans play their home games in the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, which is in Exposition Park adjacent to USC's University Park, Los Angeles campus.

1888–1910s

The first USC football squad (1888). Before they were nicknamed the "Trojans", they were known as the USC Methodists

USC first fielded a football team in 1888. Playing its first game on November 14 of that year against the Alliance Athletic Club, USC achieved a 16–0 victory. Frank Suffel and Henry H. Goddard were playing coaches for the first team which was put together by quarterback Arthur Carroll, who in turn volunteered to make the pants for the team and later became a tailor. USC faced its first collegiate opponent the following year in fall 1889, playing St. Vincent's College to a 40–0 victory. 

In 1893, USC joined the Intercollegiate Football Association of Southern California (the forerunner of the SCIAC), which was composed of USC, Occidental College, Throop Polytechnic Institute (Cal Tech), and Chaffey College. Pomona College was invited to enter but declined to do so. The invitation was also extended to Los Angeles High School. 

Before they were named Trojans in 1912, USC athletic teams were called the Methodists (occasionally the "Fighting Methodists"), as well as the Wesleyans. During the early years, limitations in travel and the scarcity of major football-playing colleges on the West Coast limited its rivalries to local Southern Californian colleges and universities. During this period USC played regular series against Occidental, Caltech, Whittier, Pomona, and Loyola. The first USC team to play outside of Southern California went to Stanford University on November 4, 1905, where they were trampled 16–0 by the traditional West Coast powerhouse. While the teams would not meet again until 1918 (Stanford dropped football for rugby union during the intervening years), this was also USC's first game against a future Pac-12 conference opponent and the beginning of its oldest rivalry. During this period USC also played its first games against other future Pac-12 rivals, including Oregon State (1914), California (1915), Oregon (1915), Arizona (1916) and Utah (1915-1917, 1919).

Between 1911 and 1913, USC followed the example of California and Stanford and dropped football in favor of rugby union. The results were disastrous, as USC was soundly defeated by more experienced programs while the school itself experienced financial reverses; it was during this period that Owen R. Bird, a sportswriter for the Los Angeles Times, coined the nickname "Trojans", which he wrote was "owing to the terrific handicaps under which the athletes, coaches and managers of the university were laboring and against the overwhelming odds of larger and better equipped rivals, the name 'Trojan' suitably fitted the players.” 
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1920s–1930s

After several decades of competition, USC first achieved national prominence under head coach "Gloomy" Gus Henderson in the early 1920s. Another milestone came under Henderson in 1922, when USC joined the Pacific Coast Conference (PCC), the forerunner of the modern Pac-12. Success continued under coach Howard Jones from 1925 to 1940, when the Trojans were just one of a few nationally dominant teams. It was during this era that the team achieved renown as the "Thundering Herd", earning its first four national titles.

1940s–1950s

USC achieved intermittent success in the years following Jones' tenure. Jeff Cravath, who coached from 1942 to 1950, won the Rose Bowl in 1943 and 1945. Jess Hill, who coached from 1951 to 1956, won the Rose Bowl in 1953. From 1957 to 1959, the Trojans were coached by Don Clark. Future Hall of Famer Ron Mix was an All American for the Trojans in 1959.

1960s–1970s

The program entered a new golden age upon the arrival of head coach John McKay (1960–1975). During this period the Trojans produced two Heisman Trophy winners (Mike Garrett and O. J. Simpson) and won four national championships (1962, 1967, 1972 and 1974). McKay's influence continued even after he departed for the NFL when an assistant coach, John Robinson (1976–1982), took over as head coach. Under Robinson, USC won another national championship in 1978 (shared with Alabama; ironically, USC defeated Alabama, 24–14, that same season) and USC produced two more running-back Heisman Trophy winners in Charles White and Marcus Allen

On September 12, 1970, USC opened the season visiting the University of Alabama under legendary coach Paul "Bear" Bryant and became the first fully integrated team to play in the state of Alabama. The game, scheduled by Bryant, resulted in a dominating 42–21 win by the Trojans. More importantly, all six touchdowns scored by USC team were by black players, two by USC running back Sam "Bam" Cunningham, against an all-white Crimson Tide team. After the game, Bryant was able to persuade the university to allow black players to play, hastening the racial integration of football at Alabama and in the Deep South. 

1980s–1990s

In the 1980s, USC football did not realize a national championship, though it continued to experience relative success, with top 20 AP rankings and Pac-10 Conference championships under head coaches Ted Tollner (1983–1986) and Larry Smith (1987–1992) Each coach led the team to a win in the Rose Bowl and USC was recognized among the nation's top-ten teams three times. Despite the moderate success of the team during these years, some alumni had grown accustomed to the program's stature as a perennial national championship contender. In 1993, Robinson was named head coach a second time, leading the Trojans to a victory in the 1996 Rose Bowl over Northwestern.

It was during this time that the Trojans were unable to defeat their rivals. They suffered winless streaks of 13 years (1983–1995, including the 1994 17–17 tie) to rival Notre Dame and 8 years (1991–1998) to crosstown rival UCLA which were unacceptable to many USC supporters. Under Robinson the Trojans were 2–2–1 against Notre Dame, but unable to beat UCLA. After posting a 6–6 record in 1996, and a 6–5 record in 1997, Robinson was fired. In 1998, head coach Paul Hackett took over the team, but posted an even more disappointing 19–18 record in three seasons than any of his recent predecessors. By 2000, some observers surmised that USC football's days of national dominance were fading; the football team's record of 37–35 from 1996 to 2001 was their second worst over any five-year span in history (only the mark of 29–29–2 from 1956 to 1961 was worse), and the period marked the first and only time USC had been out of the final top 20 teams for four straight years.

2000’s

In 2001, athletic director Mike Garrett released Hackett and hired Pete Carroll, a former NFL head coach. Carroll went 6–6 in his first year, losing to Utah in the Las Vegas Bowl, 10–6. After that, his teams became highly successful, ranking among the top ten teams in the country, except for 2009 in which the team lost four regular season games.

USC opened 3–2 in 2002, suffering losses to Kansas State and Washington State. However, the Trojans went on to win the rest of their games, completing the regular season 11–2 on the strength of senior quarterback Carson Palmer's breakout performance. After struggling for most of his collegiate career, Palmer excelled in the Pro-Style offense installed by new offensive coordinator Norm Chow. In fact, Palmer's performance, particularly in the season-ending rivalry games against Notre Dame and UCLA, impressed so many pundits that he went on to win the Heisman Trophy, carrying every region of voting and becoming the first USC quarterback to be so honored. Despite tying for the Pac-10 title (with Washington State), having the highest BCS "strength of schedule" rating, and fielding the nation's top defense led by safety Troy Polamalu, USC finished the season ranked No. 5 in the BCS rankings. Facing off against BCS No. 3 Iowa in the Orange Bowl, USC defeated the Hawkeyes 38–17.

In 2003, highly touted but unproven redshirt sophomore Matt Leinart took over the quarterback position from Palmer. Although his first pass went for a touchdown in a win over Auburn, the Trojans suffered an early season triple-overtime loss to their conference rival the California Golden Bears in Berkeley. After the Loss to California, USC went on a 10-game winning streak and finished the season with a record of 11–1. Before the postseason, both the coaches' poll and the AP Poll ranked USC number 1, but the BCS—which also considered computer rankings—ranked Oklahoma first, another one-loss team but one that had lost its own Big 12 Conference title game 35–7, with USC ranked third.

In the 2003 BCS National Championship Game, the Sugar Bowl, BCS No. 2 LSU defeated BCS No. 1 Oklahoma 21–14. Meanwhile, BCS No. 3 USC defeated BCS No. 4 Michigan 28–14 in the Rose Bowl. USC finished the season ranked No. 1 in the AP poll and was awarded the AP National Championship; LSU, however, won the BCS National Championship title for that year, prompting a split national title between LSU and USC.

In 2004, USC was picked preseason No. 1 by the Associated Press, thanks to the return of Leinart as well as sophomore running backs LenDale White and Reggie Bush. The defense—led by All-American defensive tackles Shaun Cody and Mike Patterson, as well as All-American linebackers Lofa Tatupu and Matt Grootegoed—was among the finest in the nation. Key questions included the offensive line, with few returning starters, and the receiving corps, which had lost previous year's senior Keary Colbert and the breakout star of 2003, Mike Williams. Williams had tried to enter the NFL draft a year early during the Maurice Clarett trial when it was ruled that the NFL could not deny them entering the draft. The decision was appealed and overturned leaving Williams unable to enter the draft. When he applied to the NCAA for reinstatement of his eligibility, it was denied.

Despite close calls between Stanford and California, the Trojans finished the regular season undefeated and headed for the 2004 BCS Championship Game at the Orange Bowl. USC was the second team in NCAA football history to have gone wire-to-wire (ranked first place from preseason to postseason since the AP began releasing preseason rankings); the first was Florida State in 1999 (two other schools went wire-to-wire before the existence of preseason polls - Notre Dame in 1943 and Army in 1945). Quarterback Leinart won the Heisman Trophy, with running back Bush placing fifth in the vote tally. The Trojans' opponent in the Orange Bowl, Oklahoma, were themselves undefeated and captained by sixth-year quarterback Jason White, who had won the Heisman in 2003; the game marked the first time in NCAA history that two players who had already won the Heisman played against each other. Most analysts expected the game to be close—as USC matched its speed and defense against the Oklahoma running game and skilled offensive line—but the reality proved to be far different. USC scored 38 points in the first half and won the BCS National Championship Game by the score of 55–19, making them the BCS Champions and earning the team the AP National Championship as well.

The 2005 regular season witnessed a resuscitation of the rivalry with Notre Dame, after a last-second play in which senior quarterback Matt Leinart scored the winning touchdown with help from a controversial push from behind by running back Reggie Bush, nicknamed the "Bush Push". The year climaxed with a 66–19 USC defeat of cross-town rival UCLA. Running back Reggie Bush finished his stellar year by winning the Heisman Trophy (later returned by USC and reclaimed by the Heisman Trophy Trust considering Bush accepted improper benefits while at USC and was ineligible during the 2005 season), while Leinart finished third in the Heisman voting. Several other players also earned accolades, being named All-Americans. These included QB Matt Leinart, RB Reggie Bush, RB LenDale White, S Darnell Bing, OT Taitusi Lutui, OT Sam Baker, WR Dwayne Jarrett, C Ryan Kalil, OG Fred Matua, and DE Lawrence Jackson. Additionally, OL Winston Justice did well enough to forgo his senior year and enter the NFL draft. The regular season ended with two clear-cut contenders facing off in the Rose Bowl to decide the national championship. Both USC and Texas were 12–0 entering the game; although USC was the slight favorite, USC lost to Texas 41–38.

The 2006 Trojans came out strong, easily defending their top 10 status throughout the year. As the season progressed, USC began to display marked inconsistencies, as their margins of victory began to slip. The first setback proved to be a 31–33 loss to unranked Oregon State, in which the Beavers were able to repeatedly capitalize on several Trojan turnovers. Even though USC dropped initially in the polls, they worked their way back up. After defeating both Cal and Notre Dame, they held the number 2 spot heading into the final week of the season. The Trojans were a virtual lock for the BCS National Championship Game against Ohio State and just needed to beat UCLA. USC was shocked in the final game of the season, losing to crosstown rival UCLA 13–9. This eliminated the Trojans from championship contention and opened the door for Florida to become Ohio State's opponent. The Trojans did earn a Rose Bowl bid and defeated Michigan 32–18.

The 2007 Trojans were the presumptive No. 1 pick before the season. However, they lost two games, including a major upset to 41-point underdog Stanford, and they did not get into the national championship game. However, the Trojans did win their sixth conference championship and defeated Illinois in the 2008 Rose Bowl Game.

After beating Penn State in the Rose Bowl, USC finished the season 12–1, and ranked No. 2 in the Coaches' Poll and No. 3 in the AP Poll. The 2008 season culminated in USC's seventh straight Pac-10 Championship, seventh straight BCS bowl appearance and seventh straight finish in the top 4 of the AP Poll. This also marked seven consecutive seasons where USC has not lost a game by more than 7 points. Their only loss was on the road against Oregon State, which was mentioned in the preseason as a possible upset.

After beating Boston College in the Emerald Bowl, USC finished the season 9–4, and ranked No. 20 in the Coaches' Poll and No. 22 in the AP Poll. USC ended its seven-year streak of Pac-10 Championship, BCS bowl appearance and top 4 finish of the AP Poll. The Trojans started the season strong beating No. 8 Ohio State at The Horseshoe. But they would lose to four Pac-10 teams (Washington, Oregon, Stanford, and Arizona). Blowout losses to Oregon 47–20 and Stanford 55–21 marked a turning point in USC's season and sparked debate in the media about the future dominance of USC football. After the season concluded, head coach Pete Carroll resigned to accept a head coaching position with the Seattle Seahawks.

On January 12, 2010, Lane Kiffin was hired as the head coach. This came following Pete Carroll's departure from USC to become the head coach of the Seattle Seahawks. In June 2010, after a prolonged four-year investigation into whether former USC running back Reggie Bush and his family had accepted financial benefits and housing from two sports agents in San Diego while he was a student athlete at USC, the NCAA imposed sanctions against the Trojan football program for a "lack of institutional control," including a two-year postseason ban, the loss of 30 scholarships over three years, and the vacation of all wins in which Bush participated as an "ineligible" player, including the 2005 Orange Bowl, in which the Trojans won the BCS National Championship. The 2010 team finished 8–5 (5–4 in the Pac-10) and was ineligible for post-season play.

In 2011, although USC finished in first place in its conference division with a 7–2 record, due to their ineligibility to participate in a bowl game, the UCLA Bruins became champions of the inaugural Pac-12 South Division. In the final regular-season game, USC's 50–0 win over UCLA was the largest margin of victory in the rivalry since 1930.

The release of the December 4, 2011, final regular season Associated Press college football poll marked USC's return to national prominence with the No. 5 ranking. The Trojans were not eligible for postseason play and did not participate in any Bowl game. When the final AP Football Poll was released, USC dropped one spot to the No. 6 ranking.

The 2012 season, USC was ranked number one in The Associated Press' preseason college football poll for the seventh time in school history and the first time in five seasons, edging out No. 2 Alabama and No. 3 LSU. However, the early season expectations would backfire as the Trojans would eventually finish 7–5 (5–4 versus Pac-12 opponents), including losses to all three of their major rivals (Notre Dame, UCLA, and Stanford) all in the same year for the first time since 1992. The team finished second in the Pac-12 South standings and unranked in any poll.

The 2013 USC Trojans football team finished the season 10–4, 6–3 in Pac-12 play to finish in a tie for second place in the South Division. They were invited to the Las Vegas Bowl where they defeated Fresno State. Head coach Lane Kiffin, who was in his fourth year, was fired on September 29 after a 3–2 start to the season. He was replaced by interim head coach Ed Orgeron. At the end of the regular season, Washington head coach Steve Sarkisian was hired as the new head coach beginning in 2014. This prompted Orgeron to resign before the bowl game. Clay Helton led the Trojans in the Las Vegas Bowl.

In 2014, Steve Sarkisian, in his first year as head coach at USC, led the Trojans to a 9–4 season (6–3 in the Pac-12) to finish in a three-way tie for second place in the South Division. They were invited to the Holiday Bowl where they defeated Nebraska 45-42. On September 8, 2014, Sarkisian and athletic director Pat Haden were reprimanded by Pac-12 Conference commissioner Larry Scott for attempting "to influence the officiating, and ultimately the outcome of a contest" during the game against Stanford two days earlier.

The 2015 season was a tumultuous one for the Trojans with a season record of 8–4 overall and 6–3 in Pac-12 play to finish as Pac-12 Southern Conference champions. Mid-season, coach Steve Sarkisian was fired to deal with personal issues, and Clay Helton was again named the interim head coach. ESPN later reported that Sarkisian came to a pre-practice meeting, appearing to be intoxicated. According to Scott Wolf, the USC beat writer for the Los Angeles Daily News, several players smelled alcohol on Sarkisian's breath. The Trojans had lost to Stanford and Washington under Sarkisian. Under Helton, USC lost to Notre Dame, but then rallied to win the next four games. A loss to Oregon left the South Division conference championship to be decided by the USC-UCLA game; USC won 40–21. USC played in its first-ever Pac-12 Conference championship game, losing to Stanford (41–22) after the Cardinal (8-1 in Pac-12, 9-2 overall) locked up the North Division title, its third in four years, with its victory over California. USC went on to lose the 2015 Holiday Bowl 23–21 to the Wisconsin Badgers. Zach Banner started all 14 games at tackle, was First Team All-Pac-12, and won USC's Offensive Lineman of the Year Award after allowing only nine total pressures on 426 pass attempts.

The 2016 USC Trojans football season marked Clay Helton's first full season as USC head coach. The team finished the season 10–3, (7–2 Pac-12), finishing as the runner-up of the South Division title and as Rose Bowl champions. After a 1–3 start during the month of September that featured losses to teams such as No. 1 Alabama, No. 7 Stanford, and No. 24 Utah, the Trojans began a nine-game winning streak to end their season. Some notable wins include victories over No. 21 Colorado, No. 4 Washington, and No. 5 Penn State in the Rose Bowl. Sam Darnold, a redshirt freshman quarterback, became the starter over Max Browne (1–2 record as starting QB) a few days before the Utah game. With that, the Trojans received much-needed stability after years of turmoil and coaching changes. The season was capped off with a dramatic 52–49 win in the Rose Bowl over Penn State, their first Rose Bowl victory in 8 years. USC finished No. 3 in the final AP polls for the season. Zach Banner, captain of the team, was again All-Pac-12 first-team.

Entering the 2017 season, the Trojans were ranked No. 4 in the AP Poll's preseason rankings. They finished the season 11–3, 8–1 in Pac-12, to be champions of the South Division. They represented the South Division in the Pac-12 Championship Game where they defeated Stanford to become Pac-12 Champions. They were invited to play in the Cotton Bowl against Ohio State but lost 24–7. In the final AP poll, they were ranked No. 12. Notable players to depart to the NFL include Sam Darnold and Ronald Jones II. Darnold is the 5th USC quarterback to be drafted in the first round of the NFL since 1967. 

In 2018, Though ranked No. 15 in the AP Poll's preseason rankings, the Trojans finished the season 5–7, (4–5 Pac-12), the program's first losing record since 2000 where they held the same record. USC lost to both of its major rivals, UCLA, and Notre Dame, in the same season for the first time since 2013, and it also lost to all other California Pac-12 schools (UCLA, California, and Stanford) in the same season for the first time since 1996. They tied Arizona for third place in the Pac-12 South Division. On November 25, USC athletic director Lynn Swann announced that head coach Clay Helton would return in 2019. 

In 2019, the Trojans finished the regular season 8–4, (7–2 Pac-12), holding second place in the Pac-12's South Division. USC was 2–3 against ranked teams. Following the regular season, they lost to the Iowa Hawkeyes in the Holiday Bowl 24–49.

The 2020 season, the conference announced that a six-game conference-only season would begin on November 6 with the conference's championship game to be played on December 18 after initially announcing in August that all fall sports competitions were cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Teams not selected for the championship game would be seeded to play a seventh game. The Trojans finished the regular season with a 5–0 record, and qualified for the Pac-12 Championship Game, which they lost to Oregon 24–31. The following day, USC announced that it would not play in any bowl game, ending the season with an overall 5–1 record. 

In 2021, the Trojans were led by sixth-year head coach Clay Helton in the first two games. Helton was subsequently fired on September 13 following the team's 42–28 loss to Stanford. Associate head coach Donte Williams took over as the team's interim head coach. They finished the 2021 season with 4–8, their worst record since 1991 where they went 3–8. They were not bowl eligible for the second time in 4 years (they were not bowl eligible the 2018 season after finishing with a 5-7 record).

On November 28, 2021, Lincoln Riley was named the 30th head coach coming off a five year stint at Oklahoma. First-year offensive coordinator Josh Henson and first-year defensive coordinator Alex Grinch are both intended to coach alongside him for the season. As of February 28, USC's recruiting class was ranked 65th among NCAA D1 schools. A notable incoming transfer is QB Caleb Williams, who reunites with Lincoln Riley from Oklahoma. The Trojans went on to improve dramatically over their 2021 season, going from finishing 4-8, to 10-1, and being ranked #5 in the AP poll as of Week 12. During Lincoln Riley's inaugural season, the Trojans racked up wins against Rice 66-14, Stanford 41-28, Fresno State 45-17, Oregon State 17-14, Arizona State 42-25, and Washington State 30-14 before losing a close match to #20 ranked Utah 43-42. After this setback, the Trojans would bounce back and go on to beat Arizona 45-37, California 41-35, Colorado 55-17, and #16 ranked UCLA 48-45, clinching them a spot in the Pac-12 Championship.

The 2023 season, USC football started their last year in the Pac-12 ranked #6 in the pre-season AP Poll. The team, under the coaching guidance of Lincoln Riley, and with the second year of on field leadership by quarterback Caleb Williams won four games (San Jose State, Nevada, Stanford, and Arizona State) by impressive margins with over 40 offensive points on the board resulting in a bump in the polls to #5. The next two games against Colorado and Arizona were still wins with over 40 offensive points, but the win margins were squashed to only 7 and 2 points resulting in a slip to #10. USC lost five of the next six games, ending the season outside the top 25 with an overall record of 7-5 and a conference record of 5-4. Entering the season Williams was the favorite to win the Heisman Trophy for the second year in a row, but after a disappointing second half of the season he was eliminated from contention leading into the December ceremony. 

––––––––
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​​​National championships
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USC has won 17 national championships from NCAA-designated major selectors. USC claims 11 national championships, including 7 from the major wire-service: AP Poll and/or Coaches' Poll.

Two of USC's championships, 1928 and 1939, are based on the Dickinson System, a formula devised by a University of Illinois professor that awarded national championships between 1926 and 1940. The Dickinson System is cited in the Official 2010 NCAA FBS Record Book as a legitimate national title selector. USC's claim is consistent with other FBS programs that won the Dickinson title. In 2004, USC recognized the 1939 squad as one of their national championship teams. The 2004 team was forced to vacate the final two games of its season, including the 2005 Orange Bowl due to NCAA sanctions incurred because of loss of institutional control, and namely, in connection with Reggie Bush. USC appealed the sanctions, delaying consideration of vacating USC's 2004 championship by the BCS. Ultimately, USC lost the appeals and forfeited the 2004 BCS championship. The AP did not vacate its 2004 championship; hence the Trojans retain a share of the national title.



	Year

	Selectors

	Record

	Bowl

	Final AP

	Final Coaches




	1928

	Dickinson System, Sagarin

	9–0–1

	
–

[image: ]



	
–
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–
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	1931

	Berryman, Billingsley, Boand, Dickinson, Dunkel, Helms, Houlgate, Football Research, NCF, Poling, Sagarin, Sagarin (ELOChess), Williamson

	10–1

	Won Rose

	
–
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–
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	1932

	Berryman, Billingsley, Boand, Dunkel, Football Research, Helms, Houlgate, NCF, Parke Davis, Poling, Sagarin, Williamson

	10–0

	Won Rose

	
–
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–
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	1939

	Dickinson

	8–0–2

	Won Rose

	No. 3

	
–

[image: ]






	1962

	AP, FB News, FWAA, Helms, NCF, NFF, UPI (coaches)

	11–0

	Won Rose

	No. 1

	No. 1




	1967

	AP, FB News, FW, Helms, NCF, Sagarin, UPI (coaches)

	10–1

	Won Rose

	No. 1

	No. 1




	1972

	AP, FB News, FW, Helms, NCF, Sagarin, UPI (coaches)

	12–0

	Won Rose

	No. 1

	No. 1




	1974

	FW, Helms, NCF, NFF, UPI (coaches)

	10–1–1

	Won Rose

	No. 2

	No. 1




	1978

	FB News, Helms, NCF, Sagarin (ELO-Chess), Sporting News, UPI (coaches)

	12–1

	Won Rose

	No. 2

	No. 1




	2003

	AP, FW, NY Times, Sporting News

	12–1

	Won Rose

	No. 1

	No. 2




	2004

	AP, NY Times, Sporting News, Sagarin

	13–0 †

	Won Orange Bowl 

	No. 1
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	1928 USC Trojans

	
	
	
	
	
	
	National Champions




	9/29/1928

	USC

	vs

	UTAH STATE (5-3-1)

	40

	12

	W

	



	10/6/1928

	USC

	vs

	OREGON STATE (6-3)

	19

	0

	W

	



	10/13/1928

	USC

	vs

	ST. MARY'S 

	19

	6

	W

	



	10/20/1928

	USC

	@

	California (6-2-2)

	0

	0

	T

	



	10/27/1928

	USC

	vs

	OCCIDENTAL 

	19

	0

	W

	



	11/3/1928

	USC

	vs

	STANFORD (8-3-1)

	10

	0

	W

	



	11/10/1928

	USC

	vs

	ARIZONA 

	78

	7

	W

	



	11/17/1928

	USC

	vs

	WASHINGTON STATE (7-3)

	27

	13

	W

	



	11/24/1928

	USC

	vs

	IDAHO (3-4-1)

	28

	7

	W

	



	12/1/1928

	USC

	vs

	NOTRE DAME (5-4)

	27

	14

	W

	



	Coach: Howard Jones

	
	
	Season Record >>

	267

	59

	9-0-1

	PCC Champions







	1931 USC Trojans

	
	
	
	
	
	
	National Champions




	9/26/1931

	USC

	vs

	ST. MARY'S (8-2)

	7

	13

	L

	



	10/3/1931

	USC

	vs

	OREGON STATE (6-3-1)

	30

	0

	W

	



	10/10/1931

	USC

	vs

	WASHINGTON STATE (6-4)

	38

	6

	W

	



	10/17/1931

	USC

	vs

	OREGON (6-2-2)

	53

	0

	W

	



	10/24/1931

	USC

	@

	California (8-2)

	6

	0

	W

	



	11/7/1931

	USC

	vs

	STANFORD (7-2-2)

	19

	0

	W

	



	11/14/1931

	USC

	vs

	MONTANA (1-6)

	69

	0

	W

	



	11/21/1931

	USC

	@

	Notre Dame (6-2-1)

	16

	14

	W

	



	12/5/1931

	USC

	vs

	WASHINGTON (5-3-1)

	44

	7

	W

	



	12/12/1931

	USC

	vs

	GEORGIA (8-2)

	60

	0

	W

	



	1/1/1932

	USC

	vs

	Tulane (11-1)

	21

	12

	W

	ROSE BOWL




	Coach: Howard Jones

	
	
	Season Record >>

	363

	52

	10-1

	






	1932 USC Trojans

	
	
	
	
	
	
	National Champions




	9/24/1932

	USC

	vs

	UTAH (6-1-1)

	35

	0

	W

	



	10/1/1932

	USC

	vs

	WASHINGTON STATE (7-1-1)

	20

	0

	W

	



	10/8/1932

	USC

	vs

	OREGON STATE (4-6)

	10

	0

	W

	



	10/15/1932

	USC

	vs

	LOYOLA-MARYMOUNT 

	6

	0

	W

	



	10/22/1932

	USC

	@

	Stanford (6-4-1)

	13

	0

	W

	



	11/5/1932

	USC

	vs

	CALIFORNIA (7-3-2)

	27

	7

	W

	



	11/12/1932

	USC

	vs

	OREGON (6-3-1)

	33

	0

	W

	



	11/24/1932

	USC

	@

	Washington (6-2-2)

	9

	6

	W

	



	12/10/1932

	USC

	vs

	NOTRE DAME (7-2)

	13

	0

	W

	



	1/2/1933

	USC

	vs

	Pittsburgh (8-1-2)

	35

	0

	W

	



	Coach: Howard Jones

	
	
	Season Record >>

	201

	13

	10-0

	ROSE BOWL 
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	1939 USC Trojans

	
	
	
	
	
	
	National Champions




	9/30/1939

	USC

	vs

	OREGON (3-4-1)

	7

	7

	T

	



	10/7/1939

	USC

	vs

	WASHINGTON STATE (4-5)

	27

	0

	W

	



	10/14/1939

	USC

	vs

	ILLINOIS (3-4-1)

	26

	0

	W

	



	10/28/1939

	USC

	@

	California (3-7)

	26

	0

	W

	



	11/4/1939

	USC

	@

	Oregon State (9-1-1)

	19

	7

	W

	



	11/11/1939

	USC

	vs

	STANFORD (1-7-1)

	33

	0

	W

	



	11/25/1939

	USC

	@

	Notre Dame (7-2)

	20

	12

	W

	



	12/2/1939

	USC

	vs

	WASHINGTON (4-5)

	9

	7

	W

	



	12/9/1939

	USC

	@

	Ucla (6-0-4)

	0

	0

	T

	



	1/1/1940

	USC

	vs

	Tennessee (10-1)

	14

	0

	W

	



	Coach: Howard Jones

	
	
	Season Record >>

	181

	33

	8-0-2

	ROSE BOWL 







	1962 USC Trojans

	
	
	
	
	
	
	National Champions




	9/22/1962

	USC

	vs

	DUKE (8-2)

	14

	7

	W

	



	9/29/1962

	USC

	@

	Smu (2-8)

	33

	3

	W

	



	10/6/1962

	USC

	@

	Iowa (4-5)

	7

	0

	W

	



	10/20/1962

	USC

	vs

	CALIFORNIA (1-9)

	32

	6

	W

	



	10/27/1962

	USC

	@

	Illinois (2-7)

	28

	16

	W

	



	11/3/1962

	USC

	vs

	WASHINGTON (7-1-2)

	14

	0

	W

	



	11/10/1962

	USC

	@

	Stanford (5-5)

	39

	14

	W

	



	11/17/1962

	USC

	vs

	NAVY (5-5)

	13

	6

	W

	



	11/24/1962

	USC

	@

	Ucla (4-6)

	14

	3

	W

	



	12/1/1962

	USC

	vs

	NOTRE DAME (5-5)

	25

	0

	W

	



	1/1/1963

	USC

	vs

	Wisconsin (8-2)

	42

	37

	W

	



	Coach: John McKay

	
	
	Season Record >>

	261

	92

	11-0

	ROSE BOWL 







	1967 USC Trojans

	
	
	
	
	
	
	National Champions




	9/15/1967

	USC

	vs

	WASHINGTON STATE (2-8)

	49

	0

	W

	



	9/23/1967

	USC

	vs

	TEXAS (6-4)

	17

	13

	W

	



	9/30/1967

	USC

	@

	Michigan State (3-7)

	21

	17

	W

	



	10/7/1967

	USC

	vs

	STANFORD (5-5)

	30

	0

	W

	



	10/14/1967

	USC

	@

	Notre Dame (8-2)

	24

	7

	W

	



	10/21/1967

	USC

	@

	Washington (5-5)

	23

	6

	W

	



	10/28/1967

	USC

	vs

	OREGON (2-8)

	28

	6

	W

	



	11/4/1967

	USC

	@

	California (5-5)

	31

	12

	W

	



	11/11/1967

	USC

	@

	Oregon State (7-2-1)

	0

	3

	L

	



	11/18/1967

	USC

	vs

	UCLA (7-2-1)

	21

	20

	W

	Game of the Century




	1/1/1968

	USC

	vs

	Indiana (9-2)

	14

	3

	W

	



	Coach: John McKay

	
	
	Season Record >>

	258

	87

	10-1

	ROSE BOWL 
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	1972 USC Trojans

	
	
	
	
	
	
	National Champions




	9/9/1972

	USC

	@

	Arkansas (6-5)

	31

	10

	W

	



	9/16/1972

	USC

	vs

	OREGON STATE (2-9)

	51

	6

	W

	



	9/23/1972

	USC

	@

	Illinois (3-8)

	55

	20

	W

	



	9/30/1972

	USC

	vs

	MICHIGAN STATE (5-5-1)

	51

	6

	W

	



	10/7/1972

	USC

	@

	Stanford (6-5)

	30

	21

	W

	



	10/14/1972

	USC

	vs

	CALIFORNIA (3-8)

	42

	14

	W

	



	10/21/1972

	USC

	vs

	WASHINGTON (8-3)

	34

	7

	W

	



	10/28/1972

	USC

	@

	Oregon (4-7)

	18

	0

	W

	



	11/4/1972

	USC

	@

	Washington State (7-4)

	44

	3

	W

	



	11/18/1972

	USC

	@

	Ucla (8-3)

	24

	7

	W

	



	12/2/1972

	USC

	vs

	NOTRE DAME (8-3)

	45

	23

	W

	



	1/1/1973

	USC

	vs

	Ohio State (9-2)

	42

	17

	W

	ROSE BOWL




	Coach: John McKay

	
	
	Season Record >>

	467

	134

	12-0

	






	1974 USC Trojans

	
	
	
	
	
	
	National Champions




	9/14/1974

	USC

	@

	Arkansas (6-4-1)

	7

	22

	L

	



	9/28/1974

	USC

	@

	Pittsburgh (7-4)

	16

	7

	W

	



	10/5/1974

	USC

	vs

	IOWA (3-8)

	41

	3

	W

	



	10/12/1974

	USC

	@

	Washington State (2-9)

	54

	7

	W

	



	10/19/1974

	USC

	@

	Oregon (2-9)

	16

	7

	W

	



	10/26/1974

	USC

	vs

	OREGON STATE (3-8)

	31

	10

	W

	



	11/2/1974

	USC

	vs

	CALIFORNIA (7-3-1)

	15

	15

	T

	



	11/9/1974

	USC

	@

	Stanford (5-4-2)

	34

	10

	W

	



	11/16/1974

	USC

	vs

	WASHINGTON (5-6)

	42

	11

	W

	



	11/23/1974

	USC

	@

	Ucla (6-3-2)

	34

	9

	W

	



	11/30/1974

	USC

	vs

	NOTRE DAME (10-2)

	55

	24

	W

	



	1/1/1975

	USC

	vs

	Ohio State (10-2)

	18

	17

	W

	ROSE BOWL




	Coach: John McKay

	
	
	Season Record >>

	363

	142

	10-1-1
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	1978 USC Trojans

	
	
	
	
	
	
	National Champions




	9/9/1978

	USC

	vs

	TEXAS TECH (7-4)

	17

	9

	W

	



	9/16/1978

	USC

	@

	Oregon (2-9)

	37

	10

	W

	



	9/23/1978

	USC

	@

	Alabama (11-1)

	24

	14

	W

	



	9/29/1978

	USC

	vs

	MICHIGAN STATE (8-3)

	30

	9

	W

	



	10/14/1978

	USC

	@

	Arizona State (9-3)

	7

	20

	L

	



	10/21/1978

	USC

	vs

	OREGON STATE (3-7-1)

	38

	7

	W

	



	10/28/1978

	USC

	vs

	CALIFORNIA (6-5)

	42

	17

	W

	



	11/4/1978

	USC

	@

	Stanford (8-4)

	13

	7

	W

	



	11/11/1978

	USC

	vs

	WASHINGTON (7-4)

	28

	10

	W

	



	11/18/1978

	USC

	@

	Ucla (8-3-1)

	17

	10

	W

	



	11/25/1978

	USC

	vs

	NOTRE DAME (9-3)

	27

	25

	W

	



	12/2/1978

	USC

	@

	Hawaii (6-5)

	21

	5

	W

	



	1/1/1979

	USC

	vs

	Michigan (10-2)

	17

	10

	W

	ROSE BOWL




	Coach: John Robinson

	
	
	Season Record >>

	318

	153

	12-1

	






	2003 USC Trojans

	
	
	
	
	
	
	National Champions




	8/30/2003

	USC

	@

	Auburn (8-5)

	23

	0

	W

	



	9/6/2003

	USC

	vs

	BYU (4-8)

	35

	18

	W

	



	9/13/2003

	USC

	vs

	HAWAII (9-5)

	61

	32

	W

	



	9/27/2003

	USC

	@

	California (8-6)

	31

	34

	L

	



	10/4/2003

	USC

	@

	Arizona State (5-7)

	37

	17

	W

	



	10/11/2003

	USC

	vs

	STANFORD (4-7)

	44

	21

	W

	



	10/18/2003

	USC

	@

	Notre Dame (5-7)

	45

	14

	W

	



	10/25/2003

	USC

	@

	Washington (6-6)

	43

	23

	W

	



	11/1/2003

	USC

	vs

	WASHINGTON STATE (10-3)

	43

	16

	W

	



	11/15/2003

	USC

	@

	Arizona (2-10)

	45

	0

	W

	



	11/22/2003

	USC

	vs

	UCLA (6-7)

	47

	22

	W

	



	12/6/2003

	USC

	vs

	OREGON STATE (8-5)

	52

	28

	W

	



	1/1/2004

	USC

	vs

	Michigan (10-3)

	28

	14

	W

	ROSE BOWL




	Coach: Pete Carroll

	
	
	Season Record >>

	534

	239

	12-1
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	2004 USC Trojans

	
	
	
	
	
	
	National Champions




	8/28/2004

	USC

	@

	Virginia Tech (10-3)

	24

	13

	W

	



	9/11/2004

	USC

	vs

	COLORADO STATE (4-7)

	49

	0

	W

	



	9/18/2004

	USC

	@

	Byu (5-6)

	42

	10

	W

	



	9/25/2004

	USC

	@

	Stanford (4-7)

	31

	28

	W

	



	10/9/2004

	USC

	vs

	CALIFORNIA (10-2)

	23

	17

	W

	



	10/16/2004

	USC

	vs

	ARIZONA STATE (9-3)

	45

	7

	W

	



	10/23/2004

	USC

	vs

	WASHINGTON (1-10)

	38

	0

	W

	



	10/30/2004

	USC

	@

	Washington State (5-6)

	42

	12

	W

	



	11/6/2004

	USC

	@

	Oregon State (7-5)

	28

	20

	W

	



	11/13/2004

	USC

	vs

	ARIZONA (3-8)

	49

	9

	W

	



	11/27/2004

	USC

	vs

	NOTRE DAME (6-6)

	41

	10

	W

	



	12/4/2004

	USC

	@

	Ucla (6-6)

	29

	24

	W

	



	1/4/2005

	USC

	vs

	Oklahoma (12-1)

	55

	19

	W

	ORANGE BOWL




	Coach: Pete Carroll

	
	
	Season Record >>

	496

	169

	13-0
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​​​​Notable Coaches
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[image: University of Southern California football coach Howard Jones, hands on  hips, USC campus, 1933 — Calisphere]Howard Jones {1925-1940}

Jones was born in Excello, Ohio, near Middletown. He played football for three seasons at Yale University, from 1905 to 1907. During his three years, the Yale Bulldogs never lost a game, going 28–0–2. Yale claims national championships for all three seasons. Jones coached USC in five Rose Bowls, winning all of them. He was a member of the inaugural class of inductees into the College Football Hall of Fame as a coach in 1951.

After graduating in 1908, Jones became the head coach at Syracuse University on the advice of Walter Camp, leading the Orangemen to a 6–3–1 record before returning to Yale as the head coach. He led Yale to a 10–0 record in 1909, a season in which Yale claims another national championship. Yale's 15–0 victory over Syracuse in 1909 was significant in that it was the first time that two brothers had ever faced each other as opposing head coaches. Syracuse was then coached by Howard Jones's brother, Tad Jones. After the 1909 season, Howard Jones served a one-year stint as head football coach at Ohio State University in 1910, leading the Buckeyes to a 6–1–3 record. Jones spent four of his next five years in private business, returning only to coach Yale to a 5–2–3 record in 1913. A lack of team talent drove him toward greener pastures, and he would eventually enjoy great success at the University of Iowa and the University of Southern California.

Jones lived in Toluca Lake, California. On the hot morning of July 27, 1941, while home alone and washing and waxing his car, Jones fell ill and called his doctor, who lived nearby. By the time he arrived, Jones was dead; he had suffered a heart attack. The sudden, unexpected death was a shock to family, friends, and fans: Several thousand people attended his funeral at First Methodist Church in Hollywood. He was buried in Woodside Cemetery & Arboretum in Middletown, Ohio.

[image: The enduring legacy of coach John McKay - Daily Trojan]John McKay {1960-1975} 

McKay was born in West Virginia in the now-defunct town of Everettville in Monongalia County, where he was raised as a Roman Catholic. He was the third of five children born to Scottish Irish parents John and Gertrude McKay. His father was a coal mine superintendent who died when John was 13 years old. He grew up in Shinnston and graduated from Shinnston High School in 1941. Offered a football scholarship to Wake Forest, McKay was on campus enrolling when his widowed mother became ill. He returned home to West Virginia and worked as an electrician's assistant in a coal mine for a year, then enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Force in 1942. McKay served as a tail gunner aboard B-29s and saw action in the Pacific Theatre during World War II. After the war, he entered college at Purdue University in 1946 at the age of 23, then transferred to the University of Oregon in 1947. He played football as a halfback at both schools. At Purdue he played under former NFL Champion Quarterback Cecil Isbell alongside Bob DeMoss and Ed Cody, and split time with Ed Ehlers. For the Oregon Webfoots, he played alongside quarterback Norm Van Brocklin. The 1948 Webfoots went 9–1 in the regular season and 7–0 in the Pacific Coast, co-champions with California. Because the two teams did not meet during the season, the bid to the Rose Bowl was decided by the university presidents, which went to California on a split vote that was not disclosed. Breaking with tradition, the PCC allowed the co-champions to also play in a bowl game. The Webfoots accepted an invitation to the Cotton Bowl in Dallas but were defeated 21–13 by hometown SMU. McKay took over the Webfoot offense in 1949 and called the audibles from his two-point stance as a running back.

In sixteen seasons at USC, McKay compiled a record of 127–40–8 (.749) and won nine AAWU/Pac-8 conference titles. His teams made eight appearances in the Rose Bowl, with five wins. Four of his squads captured national titles (1962, 1967, 1972, 1974). McKay was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame as a coach in 1988. On January 1, 2014, McKay was named the All-Century Coach of the Rose Bowl Game during the celebration of the 100th Rose Bowl Game; his son represented him in the 2014 Rose Parade.

McKay was the father of former Buccaneers general manager Rich McKay, the current president of the Atlanta Falcons. Another son, J. K. McKay, played wide receiver under him twice: first for the Trojans from 1972–75 and then later in the NFL for the Buccaneers from 1976–1979. McKay and his wife, Corky, had two daughters, Michele McKay Breese, and Terri McKay Florio. McKay died at St. Joseph's Hospital in Tampa, Florida, from diabetes-related complications on June 10, 2001, at the age of 77. His ashes were spread on the field of the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum.

McKay became famous for many of his humorous answers during press conferences, for which Philadelphia Eagles coach Dick Vermeil called him "Dial-a-Quote". His notable quips:


	Following the 51–0 loss to Notre Dame in 1966, "I told my team it doesn't matter. There are 750 million people in China who don't even know this game was played. The next day, a guy called me from China and asked, 'What happened, Coach?'"

	"[Former Michigan State Coach] Duffy Daugherty always had a dog because he said, 'When you come home after a defeat the dog will be your friend.' My wife had a dog, and we got beat once by Notre Dame 51–0. I came home and it bit me." 

	Following a game in 1967 in which O. J. Simpson received over 30 handoffs, McKay was asked "Why are you giving the ball to Simpson so often?" He replied, "Why not? It's not heavy, and he doesn't belong to a union."

	On recruiting his son, J.K., to play football at USC: "I had a rather distinct advantage. I slept with his mother."

	After a series of questionable calls helped Notre Dame tie top-ranked USC in 1968, McKay was asked about the officiating. He answered "I'm not surprised. The referee is a fine Catholic fellow by the name of Patrick Murphy."

	After the Tampa Bay Buccaneers' first unofficial game, he responded to a question, "Well, we didn't block, but we made up for it by not tackling."

	When asked his opinion of the NFL, he said "I've seen what they do in the professional ranks and it's not anything different than what we do here." McKay also did not understand the huge amounts of drama the league built around games, stating "What's so different between losing in the NFL and losing in college? You win, you put a check mark next to the game on the schedule list, and when you lose, you put an X next to it."

	Following a Buccaneer loss, McKay was asked, "What's it like in the professional ranks, coach? Anything special?" He replied, "No I was beat 51–0 in the college ranks. It's the same thing."

	Standing on the sidelines during a game, McKay said, "Can't stop a pass, or a run...otherwise we're in great shape."

	During a team meeting, McKay told his players that games are won and lost in "the trenches." He then spotted Howard Fest sleeping in the back. McKay yelled, "FEST FEST, where are games won and lost?" Fest replied, "Right here with the Buccaneers coach."

	Following a Buccaneers loss in their early seasons, McKay was asked what he thought of his offense's "execution." He replied, "I'm in favor of it." 

	"Capece is kaput," referring to Buccaneers kicker Bill Capece after he missed a game-winning field goal in the final game of the 1983 season.

	After the Buccaneers won their first regular season game against the New Orleans Saints during the 1977 season 33–14, McKay mused, "Three or four plane crashes and we're in the playoffs."

	After special teams failures caused a loss to the Minnesota Vikings instead of clinching first place in the NFC Central, McKay said "I'm sick and tired of people booing me. I wish they'd boo the people who can't block".

	After receiving harsh criticism from the media about McKay's coaching skills in the NFL, McKay replied "You guys don't know the difference between a football and a bunch of bananas." In the next interview, members of the media left bananas for McKay. He then replied, "You guys don't know the difference between a football and a Mercedes Benz."



[image: John Robinson (2009) - Hall of Fame - National Football Foundation]John Robinson {1976-1982/1993-1997} 

John Alexander Robinson was born on July 25, 1935, in Chicago, Illinois. He moved to Provo, Utah at six, and then to Daly City, California at nine, where he attended Catholic parochial school with future Pro Football Hall of Famer John Madden, at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, graduating in 1950, and Junípero Serra High School graduating in 1954. Robinson attended the University of Oregon, where he played Tight End on Oregon's 1958 Rose Bowl team.

Robinson's USC teams won four Rose Bowls and captured a share of the national championship in the 1978 season. Robinson is one of the few college football head coaches to have non-consecutive tenure at the same school. In 2009, he was elected to the College Football Hall of Fame. Robinson served as USC's offensive coordinator from 1972 to 1974 under head coach John McKay, who had been an assistant coach at Oregon when Robinson played there. During this three-year stretch, the Trojans went 31–3–2, winning three Pac-8 Conference titles and appearing in three Rose Bowls (winning two of them) with a pair of national championships. In 1976, when John McKay left USC to coach the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Robinson was named to succeed him. Robinson would coach at USC from 1976 to 1982, during which he led the Trojans to three conference titles and five bowl games. He won the Rose Bowl in 1977, 1979, and 1980 and USC earned a national championship in 1979. Following the 1982 season, Robinson stepped down as head coach with a record of 67–14–2 over seven seasons. After spending several seasons in radio and television broadcasting, Robinson returned to the sidelines in 1993 with USC. In his second stint with the Trojans, the team won three straight bowl games, including the 1996 Rose Bowl. Though Robinson never finished with a losing season at USC, his mark of 37–21–2 (including a 3–6–1 mark against traditional rivals Notre Dame and UCLA in his second stint) led to his dismissal following the 1997 season.

[image: Pete Carroll leaves USC to coach NFL's Seahawks - USC Athletics]Pete Carroll {2001-2009} 

Carroll was born on September 15, 1951, in San Francisco, California, the son of Rita (née Ban) and James Edward "Jim" Carroll. Two of his paternal great-grandparents were Irish immigrants, and his Croatian maternal grandparents emigrated from around the region of Šibenik. He was raised in Greenbrae, California, and attended Greenbrae School. Carroll attended Redwood High School in Larkspur, California. He was a multi-sport star in football (playing quarterback, wide receiver, and defensive back), basketball, and baseball, earning the school's Athlete of the Year honors as a senior in 1969. He was inducted into the charter class of the Redwood High School Athletic Hall of Fame in April 2009. After high school, Carroll attended junior college at the nearby College of Marin, where he played football for two years (lettering in his second year) before transferring to the University of the Pacific, where he was a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity. At Pacific, Carroll played free safety for two years for the Tigers, earning All-Pacific Coast Athletic Association honors both years (1971–72) and earning his Bachelor of Science in Business Administration in 1973. After graduation, Carroll tried out for the Honolulu Hawaiians of the World Football League at their training camp in Riverside but did not make the team due to shoulder problems combined with his small size.

Shifting to college football with USC, he revitalized the struggling program into a top-ranked contender, winning seven consecutive conference championships and two consecutive AP National Championships. He also won a BCS national championship in 2004, although the title was later vacated. Carroll is the third and most recent head coach to win a college football national championship and a Super Bowl along with Jimmy Johnson and Barry Switzer. Carroll was considered one of the most effective recruiters in college football, having brought in multiple top-ranked recruiting classes; he was also known for getting commitments from nationally prominent players early in high school. His son, Brennan Carroll, was USC's recruiting coordinator as well as the tight ends coach during the elder Carroll's tenure as head coach. He had consistently been on the forefront of recruiting due to his ability to connect with potential players on their level, including becoming the first college coach with a Facebook page, as well as an early adopter of Twitter. 

Carroll's team won a then-school record 34 straight games from 2003 to 2005, a streak that started after a triple-overtime loss to California and ended with the national championship game against the Texas Longhorns in the 2006 Rose Bowl. Fourteen of those games were later vacated for breaking NCAA rules. During his tenure, USC broke its average home attendance record four times in a row (they play at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum); the USC home attendance average in 2001, his first season, was 57,744; by 2006, it was over 91,000. During this period, USC had a 35-game winning streak at the Coliseum, spanning 6 years (2001–2007). The streak began on October 13, 2001, with a 48–17 win over the Arizona State Sun Devils and the final victory was a 47–14 win over the Washington State Cougars on September 22, 2007. The streak ended on October 6, 2007, with a 24–23 loss to the Stanford Cardinal who were a 41-point underdog. Prior to this the last loss was on September 29, 2001, (during Carroll's first year) to Stanford Cardinal 21–16. The success of USC football under Carroll led to a sharp rise in overall athletic department revenue, growing from $38.6 million in Carroll's first season at USC to more than $76 million in 2007–08. As head coach, Pete Carroll led a resurgence of football at the University of Southern California. Carroll was generally regarded as one of the top college football coaches in the country and has been compared to College Football Hall of Fame coach Knute Rockne. Program highlights under Carroll include:


	Two BCS Championship Game appearances: 2005 win over Oklahoma and 2006 loss to Texas

	The Associated Press 2003 National Championship

	The Associated Press 2004 National Championship

	Seven consecutive Associated Press Top 4 finishes

	Six BCS bowl victories

	Seven consecutive BCS bowl appearances

	A national-record 33 consecutive weeks as the Associated Press's No. 1-ranked team

	A winning record of 97–19 (83.6%)

	A winning record of 14–2 against traditional rivals Notre Dame and UCLA

	An NCAA record of 63 straight 20-point games

	Twenty-five 1st team All-Americans

	53 players selected in the NFL draft, including 14 in the first round

	Three Heisman Trophy winners: Carson Palmer in 2002, Matt Leinart in 2004, and Reggie Bush in 2005 (since vacated)

	Four Top 5 recruiting classes

	34-game winning streak (2003–04)

	Winning streaks for home games (21) and Pac-10 home games (17)

	A 25–1 record in the month of November
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​​College Football Hall-of-Fame
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	Name

	Position

	Years

	Inducted




	Howard Jones

	Coach

	1908–1940

	1951




	Morley Drury

	QB

	1925–1927

	1954




	Harry Smith

	G

	1937–1939

	1955




	Erny Pinckert

	HB

	1929–1931

	1957




	Aaron Rosenberg

	G

	1931–1933

	1966




	Ernie Smith

	T

	1930–1932

	1970




	Dan McMillan

	T

	1917, 1919–1921

	1971




	Mort Kaer

	HB

	1924–1926

	1972




	John Ferraro

	T

	1943–1944, 1946–1947

	1974




	Frank Gifford

	HB

	1949–1951

	1975




	Cotton Warburton

	QB

	1932–1934

	1975




	Tay Brown

	T

	1930–1932

	1980




	Johnny Baker

	G

	1929–1931

	1983




	O. J. Simpson

	HB

	1967–1968

	1983




	Mike Garrett

	HB

	1963–1965

	1985




	Jeff Bregel

	T

	1963–1965

	1986




	Mike McKeever

	G

	1958–1960

	1987




	Ron Yary

	OT

	1965–1967

	1987




	John McKay

	Coach

	1960–1975

	1988




	Paul Cleary

	End

	1946–1947

	1989




	Lynn Swann

	WR

	1971–1973

	1993




	Marvin Powell

	OT

	1974–1976

	1994




	Charles White

	HB

	1976–1979

	1996




	Brad Budde

	G

	1976–1979

	1998




	Marcus Allen

	HB

	1978–1981

	2000




	Jon Arnett

	HB

	1954–1956

	2001




	Ronnie Lott

	S

	1977–1980

	2002




	Ricky Bell

	RB

	1973–1976

	2003




	Charle Young

	TE

	1970–1972

	2004




	Anthony Davis

	RB

	1972–1974

	2005




	Richard Wood

	LB

	1972–1974

	2007




	John Robinson

	Coach

	1976–2004

	2009




	Sam Cunningham

	FB

	1970–1972

	2010




	Tony Boselli

	OT

	1991–1994

	2014




	Matt Leinart

	QB

	2003–2005

	2017




	Troy Polamalu

	S

	1999-2002

	2019




	Carson Palmer

	QB

	1998–2002

	2021




	Reggie Bush

	RB

	2003–2005

	2023
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​​​Pro Football Hall-of-Fame
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	Name

	Position

	Inducted




	Frank Gifford

	HB

	1977




	Ron Mix

	OT

	1979




	Morris 'Red' Badgro

	E

	1981




	O. J. Simpson

	RB

	1985




	Willie Wood

	DB

	1989




	Anthony Muñoz

	OT

	1998




	Ronnie Lott

	DB

	2000




	Lynn Swann

	WR

	2001




	Ron Yary

	OT

	2001




	Marcus Allen

	RB

	2003




	Bruce Matthews

	OL

	2007




	Junior Seau

	LB

	2015




	Troy Polamalu

	S

	2020




	Tony Boselli

	OT

	2022







[image: Remembering O.J. Simpson at USC and his breakout vs. Texas football][image: Justin Berna on X: "Willie Wood was a JC All-American for the WHC Falcons  before becoming the first black quarterback in USC Trojan Football and  Pac12 history. Wood became a Pro Bowler][image: USC Trojans Football: Ron Mix on the late, great Marv Marinovich][image: Red Badgro – Society for American Baseball Research][image: Pro Football Hall of Famer Frank Gifford dies at 84 | MPR News]
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[image: USC's Tony Boselli Named To College Football Hall Of Fame - USC Athletics][image: USC Football Fight On Troy Polamaulu | Usc trojans football, Troy polamalu, Usc  football][image: JUNIOR SEAU USC TROJANS 8X10 SPORTS ACTION PHOTO (A)][image: Bruce Matthews | Bruce matthews, Usc trojans, College football][image: USC Trojans MARCUS ALLEN Glossy 8x10 Photo College Print Heisman Winner  Poster | eBay][image: Inductee | Anthony Ronald Yary 1987 | College Football Hall of Fame][image: History of College Football on X: "#TBT Memories of Lynn Swann.  @Lynn88Swann @USC_FB #FightOn #USC #Trojans @SteeIerNation #Steelers  #CollegeFootball @FilmHistoric @Gruelingtruth @ClintKPoppe @elevenbravo138  @GridironSchol91 @5thDownCFB ...][image: RONNIE LOTT USC TROJANS 8X10 SPORTS ACTION PHOTO (F)][image: Anthony Munoz Signed USC Trojans (Beckett) Cincinnati Bengals 11xPro B –  confinescollectibles.com]
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​​National Awards
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	Heisman Trophy

	Dick Butkus Award

	Fred Biletnikoff Award




	Mike Garrett, TB (1965)

	Chris Claiborne, MLB (1998)

	Marqise Lee, WR (2012)




	O. J. Simpson, TB (1968)

	Lombardi Award

	Jim Brown Award




	Charles White, TB (1979)

	Brad Budde, OG (1979)

	Reggie Bush, RB (2005)




	Marcus Allen, TB (1981)

	Chuck Bednarik Award

	Chic Harley Award




	Carson Palmer, QB (2002)

	Rey Maualuga, LB (2008)

	Mike Garrett, RB (1965)




	Matt Leinart, QB (2004)

	AP Player of the Year

	O. J. Simpson, RB (1968)




	Reggie Bush, RB (2005)

	Matt Leinart, QB (2004)

	Charles White, RB (1979)




	Caleb Williams, QB (2022)

	Reggie Bush, RB (2005)

	Marcus Allen, RB (1981)




	Maxwell Award

	Caleb Williams, QB (2022)

	Reggie Bush, RB (2004, 2005)




	O. J. Simpson, TB (1968)

	Manning Award

	Paul Warfield Trophy




	Charles White, TB (1979)

	Matt Leinart, QB (2004)

	Keyshawn Johnson, WR (1995)




	Marcus Allen, TB (1981)

	Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award

	Dwayne Jarrett, WR (2005)




	Caleb Williams, QB (2022)

	Rodney Peete, QB (1988)

	Marqise Lee, WR (2012)




	Archie Griffin Award

	Carson Palmer, QB (2002)

	Ray Guy Award




	Matt Leinart, QB (2003, 2004)

	Matt Leinart, QB (2005)

	Eddie Czaplicki (2024)




	Sam Darnold, QB (2016)

	Outland Trophy

	



	Walter Camp Award

	Ron Yary, OT (1967)

	



	O. J. Simpson, TB (1967, 1968)

	Jim Thorpe Award

	



	Charles White, TB (1979)

	Mark Carrier, FS (1989)

	



	Marcus Allen, TB (1981)

	Adoree' Jackson, CB (2016)

	



	Matt Leinart, QB (2004)

	John Mackey Award

	



	Reggie Bush, RB (2005)

	Fred Davis, TE (2007)

	



	Caleb Williams, QB (2022)

	
	






	Paul "Bear" Bryant Award


	John McKay, Head Coach (1962, 1972)


	Home Depot Coach of the Year Award


	Pete Carroll, Head Coach (2003)


	Broyles Award


	Norm Chow, Offensive Coordinator (2002)


	FWAA Co-First Year Coach of the Year


	Clay Helton, Head Coach (2017)
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​​​College Football Consensus All-Americans
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USC has had 29 players selected as Consensus All-Americans, which is the fifth most of all NCAA Football teams.




	Name

	Position

	Year




	Ernie Smith

	T

	1932




	Cotton Warburton

	QB

	1933




	Mike Garrett

	RB

	1965




	O.J. Simpson

	RB

	1967-68




	Ron Yary

	T

	1967




	Charlie Young

	TE

	1972




	Anthony Davis

	RB

	1974




	Ricky Bell

	RB

	1975-76




	Dennis Thurman

	DB

	1977




	Pat Howell

	G

	1978




	Charles White

	RB

	1978-79




	Brad Budde

	G

	1979




	Ronnie Lott

	DB

	1980




	Marcus Allen

	RB

	1981




	Dan Mosebar

	T

	1982




	Mark Carrier

	DB

	1989




	Keyshawn Johnson

	WR

	1995




	Chris Claiborne

	LB

	1998




	Reggie Bush

	RB

	2005




	Dwayne Jarrett

	WR

	2005




	Sedrick Ellis

	DT

	2007




	Ray Maualuga

	LB

	2008




	Marquise Lee

	WR

	2012




	Caleb Williams

	QB

	2022




	Tuli Tuipuloto

	DT

	2022




	Eddie Czaplicki

	P

	2024
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​​​​Heisman Trophy Winners
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[image: Heisman Trophy Winner — Mike Garrett, 1965 - USC Athletics]Mike Garrett {1965} 

Garrett graduated from Roosevelt High School in Los Angeles, California. He was a resident of Maravilla housing projects.

A two time All-American, Garrett set numerous NCAA, Pac-8 Conference and USC records in his career by amassing a then unheard of 3,221 yards and scored 30 touchdowns. Garrett also led the nation in rushing in 1965 with 267 carries for 1,440 yards. He also caught 36 passes, returned 43 punts, returned 30 kickoffs, and threw 6 passes. Two of his passes went for touchdowns. Garrett was awarded the 1965 W. J. Voit Memorial Trophy as the outstanding football player on the Pacific Coast. He won the Heisman Trophy after the 1965 regular season. In 1985, he was voted into the College Football Hall of Fame. Garrett signaled the dawn of the "Tailback U" era, where USC produced a stream of top tailbacks included Heisman winners O. J. Simpson (1968), Charles White (1979) and Marcus Allen (1981), as well as Heisman runners-up Anthony Davis (1974) and Ricky Bell (1976). Garrett was a brother of the Alpha Kappa Chapter of the Alpha Phi Omega fraternity while a student at USC. He is a member of The Pigskin Club of Washington, D.C. National Intercollegiate All-American Football Players Honor Roll.

Garrett went on to play in the American Football League (AFL) with Kansas City Chiefs from 1966 to 1969 and in 1970 as the Chiefs moved to the National Football League in 1970. He was traded to the San Diego Chargers and remained with them until 1973. Garrett was a two-time AFL All-Star. in 1966 and 1967. He played in the first AFL–NFL World Championship Game, now referred to as Super Bowl I, with the Chiefs after the 1966 season. He contributed 17 rushing yards, three receptions for 28 yards, and two kickoff returns for 43 yards in their loss. Garrett won a World Championship ring with the Chiefs in Super Bowl IV, the last AFL–NFL World Championship Game before the AFL–NFL merger, when the AFL's Chiefs beat the NFL's Vikings, 23–7. Garrett was the top rusher of Super Bowl IV with 11 carries for 39 yards and a touchdown, also catching two passes for 25 yards and returning a kickoff for 18 yards.

[image: Silence spoke volumes about O.J. Simpson's football legacy - Los Angeles  Times]O.J. Simpson {1968} 

Born in 1947 in San Francisco, California, Simpson was a son of Eunice (née Durden), an orderly at a psychiatric ward, and Jimmy Lee Simpson, a custodian for a Federal Reserve Bank and a private club and a cook. Simpson's maternal grandparents were from Louisiana. His aunt gave him the name Orenthal, which she told him was the name of a French or Italian actor she liked. He was called "O.J." from birth and did not know that Orenthal was his given name until a teacher read it in third grade. Simpson had one brother, Melvin Leon "Truman" Simpson, one living sister, Shirley Simpson-Baker, and one deceased sister, Carmelita Simpson-Durio. Simpson grew up in San Francisco and lived with his family in the housing projects of the low-income Potrero Hill neighborhood. As a child, Simpson developed rickets and wore braces on his legs until the age of five, giving him his bowlegged stance. He earned money by scalping tickets and collecting seat cushions at Kezar Stadium. After his parents separated in 1952 (when Simpson was 4), he and his siblings were raised by their mother. In his early teenage years, Simpson joined a street gang called the Persian Warriors and was briefly incarcerated at the San Francisco Youth Guidance Center. His future wife Marguerite, whom he dated in high school, described him as "really an awful person then". He was arrested three times. After his third arrest, Simpson happened to meet baseball star Willie Mays, who encouraged the youth to avoid trouble. He said it helped persuade him to reform. Simpson first practiced sports at the Potrero Hill Recreation Center, which welcomed Black people. At Galileo High School (now Galileo Academy of Science and Technology) in San Francisco, Simpson played for the school football team, the Galileo Lions. He played as a tackle and then as a fullback. Meanwhile, he started earning money by organizing dances and charging admission. He graduated in 1965.

He enrolled at City College of San Francisco in 1965. He played football both ways as a running back and defensive back and was named to the Junior College All-American team as a running back. City College won the Prune Bowl against Long Beach City College, and many colleges sought Simpson as a transfer student for football. In 1967, Simpson enrolled at the University of Southern California (USC) in Los Angeles, which he had admired as a young football fan. He had also considered going to the University of Utah. He played running back with the Trojans for head coach John McKay in 1967 and 1968. Simpson led the nation in rushing both years under McKay: in 1967 with 1,543 yards and 13 touchdowns, and in 1968 with 1,880 yards on 383 carries. In 1967's Victory Bell rivalry game between the teams, USC was down by six points in the fourth quarter with under 11 minutes remaining. On their own 36, USC backup quarterback Toby Page called an audible on third and seven. Simpson's 64-yard touchdown run tied the score, and the extra point provided a 21–20 lead, which was the final score. This was the biggest play in what is regarded as one of the greatest football games of the 20th century.

The first selection in the 1969 NFL/AFL draft was held by the AFL's Buffalo Bills, after finishing 1–12–1 in 1968. They took Simpson, but he demanded the largest contract in professional sports history: $650,000 over five years (equivalent to $4.1 million in 2023). This led to a standoff with Bills' owner, Ralph Wilson, as Simpson threatened to become an actor and skip professional football. Eventually, Wilson agreed to pay Simpson. In 1972, Simpson rushed for over 1,000 yards for the first time in his career, gaining a league-leading total of 1,251 yards. In 1973, Simpson became the first player to break the highly coveted 2,000-yard rushing mark, with 2,003 total rushing yards and 12 touchdowns. Simpson broke the mark during the last game of the season against the New York Jets with a seven-yard rush. That same game also saw Simpson break Jim Brown's single season rushing record of 1,863 yards. For his performance, Simpson won that year's NFL MVP Award and Bert Bell Award.

[image: Charles White - Heisman]Charles White {1979} 

Born in Los Angeles, California, White graduated from San Fernando High School in San Fernando, where as a track and field athlete he won the 330-yard (302 m) low hurdles at the CIF California State Meet over future Olympic Gold medalist Andre Phillips. He was also a standout high school football player. White attended the University of Southern California, where he played for the USC Trojans football team. In 1978, White won the W.J. Voit Memorial Trophy as the outstanding college football player on the Pacific Coast. In 1979, he received the Heisman Trophy, Maxwell Award, Walter Camp Award, and was named UPI Player of the Year. He is the second player in Rose Bowl history (of four, total) to have been honored as Player of the Game twice (1979 and 1980). He was selected by the Cleveland Browns in the first round (27th overall) of the 1980 NFL Draft. He also played for the Los Angeles Rams.

White died of liver cancer on January 11, 2023, at the age of 64. He is one of at least 345 NFL players to be diagnosed after death with chronic traumatic encephalopathy (CTE), which is caused by repeated hits to the head.
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[image: Dominating Legacy: USC Football - Winning 7 Heisman Trophies]Marcus Allen {1981} 

Allen played football at Abraham Lincoln High School in San Diego, California, where he played the quarterback and safety positions. Watching Allen in the 1977 CIF Title game against Kearny High School, one saw the emergence of a superstar. Allen led the Lincoln team to a 34–6 victory, scoring five touchdowns, including one after intercepting a pass. Allen rushed for 195 yards. Allen won the Cal-Hi Sports Mr. Football, awarded to California's best high school football player, in 1977. 

Allen played running back at the University of Southern California (USC) from 1978 to 1981, playing on the same team as fellow hall of famer Ronnie Lott for his first three seasons and hall of famer Anthony Munoz for his first two. He was recruited as a safety, but head coach John Robinson switched him to tailback. As a freshman in 1978, Allen was a member of the Trojans' National Championship team (as recognized by the coaches poll), playing as a backup to eventual Heisman Trophy winning running back Charles White. In 1979, he was moved to fullback, recording 879 yards from scrimmage. Eventually, in 1980, Allen became the starter at tailback and rushed for 1,563 yards, the third-most in the nation that year (behind George Rogers of S. Carolina – 1,781 yards and Herschel Walker of Georgia – 1,616). In 1981, Allen rushed for 2,342 yards, becoming only the second player in NCAA history to rush for over 2,000 yards in one season, passing the 2,000-yard mark in a win at Cal. He also gained a total of 2,683 offensive yards, led the nation in scoring, and won the Heisman Trophy, the Maxwell Award, and Walter Camp Award. He was also the Pac-10 Player of the Year. Allen shares the NCAA record for most 200-yard rushing games with Ricky Williams and Ron Dayne, each completing the feat twelve times. Allen finished his four college seasons with 4,664 rushing yards, 5,232 total yards, and 46 touchdowns, while averaging 5.2 yards per carry. USC has retired his jersey No. 33.

Considered one of the greatest goal line and short-yard runners in NFL history, he was selected 10th overall by the Raiders in the 1982 NFL draft. He was a member of the Raiders for 11 seasons and spent his last five seasons with the Kansas City Chiefs. In Super Bowl XVIII on January 22, 1984, Allen ran for 191 yards, caught two passes for 18 yards, and scored two touchdowns in the Raiders' 38–9 victory over the Washington Redskins. Included in his stats was a 74-yard touchdown run, a feat that remained the longest run in Super Bowl history until Willie Parker's 75-yard run in Super Bowl XL. Allen's 191 rushing yards were also a Super Bowl record, which stood until Timmy Smith of the Redskins topped it with 204 yards in Super Bowl XXII. Upon winning the game, Allen joined a small group of players to win both the Heisman Trophy and Super Bowl MVP (Roger Staubach, Jim Plunkett, and later Desmond Howard). In total, Allen rushed 58 times for 466 yards and four touchdowns during the playoffs. He also added 118 yards and one touchdown on 14 receptions.

[image: Carson Palmer - Heisman]Carson Palmer {2002} 

Palmer was born in Fresno, California. By the time he was in seventh grade, Palmer had remarkable size and arm strength for his age. His father, Bill Palmer, enrolled him in private classes in Orange County, where he was later taught by quarterback guru Bob Johnson. He went on to attend Santa Margarita Catholic High School in Rancho Santa Margarita, California. At Santa Margarita High School, he played on their high school football team. As the quarterback on the freshman team, Palmer was so good that members of the varsity team halted practices to watch him play. After a successful stint as a starter his junior year, Palmer received offers from USC, Notre Dame, Colorado, Miami (Florida), and reportedly San Diego State and Northern Arizona University (where his mother attended college). He followed up a stellar junior season with a remarkable senior season, cementing himself as one of the most touted players ever to come out of Santa Margarita Catholic High School. In his senior season, he led Orange County with a 203.9 quarterback rating. He was named to the first-team all-league and All-CIF despite suffering a stress fracture in his right foot. Palmer finished his high school career with 27 school records and 2 straight CIF championships.
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