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    To those who are willing to face their giants today, and to Pam who always does.

      

    


In this study in Deuteronomy, all scripture is from the King James Bible, and all commentary references are from Matthew Henry’s Commentary.  The study is my understanding by God’s guidance of what this book says to us as Christians today.
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Deuteronomy 1:1 says, These be the words which Moses spake unto all Israel on this side Jordan in the wilderness, in the plain over against the Red sea, between Paran, and Tophel, and Laban, and Hazeroth, and Dizahab.  These were some of Moses's last instructions to Israel, since He wasn't to be allowed to enter the Promised Land.  Still, the Promised Land was just a temporary home, not the everlasting home in heaven.  Verse two adds, (There are eleven days’ journey from Horeb by the way of mount Seir unto Kadeshbarnea.)  They were still in Moab, ready to cross over to the Promised Land to fight for possession of it.  We are still this side of heaven today, and we will be at war with the world wherever we are.  Verse three continues, And it came to pass in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first day of the month, that Moses spake unto the children of Israel, according unto all that the LORD had given him in commandment unto them;  In the eleventh month of the forty years of wandering in the wilderness, Moses spoke unto the people of Israel all that the LORD had given him for commandments to them.  These were God's laws, and not those of Moses, so they would last after Moses was dead.  God's law is everlasting and will still be valid after we as Christians are dead.  Verse four states, After he had slain Sihon the king of the Amorites, which dwelt in Heshbon, and Og the king of Bashan, which dwelt at Astaroth in Edrei:  This was after the Moabites on this side of the Jordan were slain.  Verse five adds, On this side Jordan, in the land of Moab, began Moses to declare this law, saying,  This repeats that it was on this side of the Jordan in the land of Moab that Moses spoke to them.  Moses may have been denied the right to enter the Promised Land, but he was still their leader under God's direction.  As long as we are alive, even if we are disappointed about some things in life, even our faithfulness in our relationship with God, as followers of Christ we are forever His and need to continue to do what He has called us to do.  Verse six says, The LORD our God spake unto us in Horeb, saying, Ye have dwelt long enough in this mount:  God's word came to Moses telling the people of Israel that they had dwelt long enough on Mount Horeb.  We cannot just stay content where we are as Christians if God is leading us elsewhere.  Verse seven adds, Turn you, and take your journey, and go to the mount of the Amorites, and unto all the places nigh thereunto, in the plain, in the hills, and in the vale, and in the south, and by the sea side, to the land of the Canaanites, and unto Lebanon, unto the great river, the river Euphrates.  God told them it was time to possess the land that He was giving them.  We need to likewise do our best to claim the place where we live as a part of God's kingdom by His guidance and power.  Verse eight continues, Behold, I have set the land before you: go in and possess the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give unto them and to their seed after them.  After wandering in the wilderness for forty years because they lacked the faith that God could give them the victory all those years ago, God again told them to go and possess the land.  Even if we have allowed doubt to keep us from living by faith in the past, God still calls to go out into the world and claim victory through faith in Him now.  Deuteronomy 1:9 says, And I spake unto you at that time, saying, I am not able to bear you myself alone:  Moses reminded them that he alone did not govern them, but that he had asked God for help, and God set up their government, both civil and spiritual.  No one person should attempt to declare himself, or herself, as the only one capable of doing either today.  Verse ten adds, The LORD your God hath multiplied you, and, behold, ye are this day as the stars of heaven for multitude.  Moses said while he had ruled over them that God had multiplied them just as He had promised Abraham that He would.  We today need to faithfully share the gospel so that God can continue to increase His kingdom.  Verse eleven continues, (The LORD God of your fathers make you a thousand times so many more as ye are, and bless you, as he hath promised you!)  Moses asked that God continue to increase their numbers, and He has.  Verse twelve asks, How can I myself alone bear your cumbrance, and your burden, and your strife?  Moses asked how he by himself could hear all their problems.  Fortunately, God had not left Moses alone in doing this, and He does not leave us alone to carry out His work today, even if we at times may want to think so.  Verse thirteen adds, Take you wise men, and understanding, and known among your tribes, and I will make them rulers over you.  Moses had told the people to take wise men of understanding and he would make them rulers over them.  This selection by the people and blessing by Moses was to all be done by God's guidance.  Verse fourteen continues, And ye answered me, and said, The thing which thou hast spoken is good for us to do.  Moses reminded them that they had said that this was a good thing and that they would do it.  Verse fifteen states, So I took the chief of your tribes, wise men, and known, and made them heads over you, captains over thousands, and captains over hundreds, and captains over fifties, and captains over tens, and officers among your tribes.  By God's guidance, Moses had set up the leadership structure of all the tribes.  We today need to make sure that God's church, both the local congregations and the church as a whole, is led by people that God appoints to every position to the best of our ability under God's guidance.  Verse sixteen adds, And I charged your judges at that time, saying, Hear the causes between your brethren, and judge righteously between every man and his brother, and the stranger that is with him.  Moses said that he charged the judges that he, under God's guidance, appointed to judge righteously.  We need the same thing in the church today.  Verse seventeen continues, Ye shall not respect persons in judgment; but ye shall hear the small as well as the great; ye shall not be afraid of the face of man; for the judgment is God’s: and the cause that is too hard for you, bring it unto me, and I will hear it.  Moses again reminded the people that they were to be impartial in their judgment.  We as followers of Christ cannot have different standards for judging different people based on who they are or what they own.  Moses also said if a question or situation was too hard for them, to bring it to him.  I believe that if we find ourselves in a situation that seems to be too hard to understand that all parties involved should bring our concerns to God under the leadership of the Holy Spirit. Verse eighteen concludes, And I commanded you at that time all the things which ye should do.  Moses said that when these rulers were appointed that he told them all that they should do.  As Christians today, God has already told us all that we should do in governing the church.  The first step is to seek God's will to help us appoint wise men to be in charge in the church.  Deuteronomy 1:19 says, And when we departed from Horeb, we went through all that great and terrible wilderness, which ye saw by the way of the mountain of the Amorites, as the LORD our God commanded us; and we came to Kadeshbarnea.  Moses then reminded them of their journey in the wilderness, though God was still guiding them.  They were still His chosen people.  Verse twenty adds. And I said unto you, Ye are come unto the mountain of the Amorites, which the LORD our God doth give unto us. Moses said they came to the mountain of the Amorites, which God had given to them.  This didn't mean that they would not be required to obey God and fight for it.  Verse twenty-one continues, Behold, the LORD thy God hath set the land before thee: go up and possess it, as the LORD God of thy fathers hath said unto thee; fear not, neither be discouraged.  Moses told them to go and possess the land that God had set before them and to not be afraid.  When God sends us somewhere today, we need to go without fear.  Verse twenty-two states, And ye came near unto me every one of you, and said, We will send men before us, and they shall search us out the land, and bring us word again by what way we must go up, and into what cities we shall come.  Moses said the people proposed sending spies into the land to check it out.  This seems to have been their plan which God allowed more than God's plan to start with.  If they were faithfully following God, it would have only reinforced their desire to go.  When God sends us somewhere, we should simply go by faith without having to verify by sight that it is a good thing.  Verse twenty-three adds, And the saying pleased me well: and I took twelve men of you, one of a tribe:  Moses said their plan pleased him, so he took the twelve spies, on from each tribe, to send into the land.  They were all equally represented.  We as Christians are all equally represented before God by Jesus Christ.  Verse twenty-four continues, And they turned and went up into the mountain, and came unto the valley of Eshcol, and searched it out.  The spies went into the land to check it out, which really should have been unnecessary.  If they believed God, they would have known the land was good, and have also known that God had promised them victory.  We need to always remember that wherever God sends us in the world today that He goes before us and it is the best place to be.  Verse twenty-five says, And they took of the fruit of the land in their hands, and brought it down unto us, and brought us word again, and said, It is a good land which the LORD our God doth give us.  The twelve spies brought back the fruit of the land, and said it was a good land.  This verified a part of God's promise, but it was the easy part.  At times, we may be willingly to follow Jesus Christ as long as everything is going well and we are profiting from following Him, but that is not enough.  Verse twenty-six adds, Notwithstanding ye would not go up, but rebelled against the commandment of the LORD your God: Moses said that even though the spies came back with visual proof of the goodness of the land that the people still refused to go and possess it.  Living by sight and not by faith will always leave us short of salvation and the Promised Land of a heavenly home.   Verse twenty-eight continues, And ye murmured in your tents, and said, Because the LORD hated us, he hath brought us forth out of the land of Egypt, to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us.  The people of Israel once again began to murmur against God, saying He had brought them out of Egypt only for them to be killed by the Amorites.  After all God had done for them, they still had no faith in Him.  If we are only following Christ for the material rewards, we will see obstacles and fail to follow Him by faith because of those obstacles.  Verse twenty-eight states, Whither shall we go up? our brethren have discouraged our heart, saying, The people is greater and taller than we; the cities are great and walled up to heaven; and moreover we have seen the sons of the Anakims there.  The people asked why they should go up, since the spies, or at least ten of them, had discouraged their hearts.  We should never allow what someone else says, even a fellow Christian, to discourage us from doing what God has called us to do or going where He wants us send us.  Verse twenty-nine adds, Then I said unto you, Dread not, neither be afraid of them.  This is still good advice for us today as followers of Christ.  We don't need to be discouraged by the things of this world that seem too big to overcome, but we need to follow Jesus Christ by faith.  He has already assured us of the victory, just as God had assured the people of Israel of the victory then.  Deuteronomy 1:30 says, The LORD your God which goeth before you, he shall fight for you, according to all that he did for you in Egypt before your eyes;  Moses said God would fight for the people of Israel just as He had in Egypt. God still fights for His people today, ensuring us the victory ultimately.  Verse thirty-one adds, And in the wilderness, where thou hast seen how that the LORD thy God bare thee, as a man doth bear his son, in all the way that ye went, until ye came into this place.  Moses also reminded them that God had provided for them in the wilderness.  In Egypt and in the wilderness, God did everything for the people of Israel to first secure their release from Egypt and to provide for them afterwards.  Neither situation required their being able to do things by their own power.  The same is still true today.  Verse thirty-two continues, Yet in this thing ye did not believe the LORD your God,  Moses then said that the people still refused to believe in God in spite of all that he had done for them.  Too often we as followers of Christ refuse to believe that God will always give us the victory, no matter what happens in this lifetime.  Verse thirty-three states, Who went in the way before you, to search you out a place to pitch your tents in, in fire by night, to shew you by what way ye should go, and in a cloud by day.  God provided them protection day and night,and He still does today.  Verse thirty-four adds, And the LORD heard the voice of your words, and was wroth, and sware, saying,  When God heard the people of Isreal murmuring, He was angry with them.  God has not changed, and we should never be guilty of murmuring against Him as Christians.  Verse thirty-five continues, Surely there shall not one of these men of this evil generation see that good land, which I sware to give unto your fathers,  Because of their lack of faith in God, He said none of those who were over the age of twenty would enter the Promised Land.  Once we are old enough to make a decision to accept Jesus Christ as our personal Savior and Lord, if we refuse to put our faith in Him, we will never enter the Promised Land, Heaven.  Verse thirty-six says, Save Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to him will I give the land that he hath trodden upon, and to his children, because he hath wholly followed the LORD.  Moses then said God was going to make an exception for Caleb, who had remained faithful, and we know this applied to Joshua as well.  Even if the whole world, even those who are called God's people, were to turn away from God, as long as we remain faithful, He will carry safely home to the Promised Land.  Verse thirty-seven adds, Also the LORD was angry with me for your sakes, saying, Thou also shalt not go in thither.  Moses said that God was angry with him because of his actions and said that Moses would not be allowed to enter the Promised Land.  Fortunately for us, if we put our faith in Jesus Christ, our actions when we sometimes doubt God and act on our own will power will not keep us out of heaven.  Verse thirty-eight continues, But Joshua the son of Nun, which standeth before thee, he shall go in thither: encourage him: for he shall cause Israel to inherit it.  Joshua was going to replace Moses as the leader of Israel, just as leaders of the church are replaced today as others get old or die.  Verse thirty-nine concludes, Moreover your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, and your children, which in that day had no knowledge between good and evil, they shall go in thither, and unto them will I give it, and they shall possess it.  Those who had been too young to make a decision when they first got to the Promised Land would also be allowed to enter.  Deuteronomy 1:40 says, But as for you, turn you, and take your journey into the wilderness by the way of the Red sea.  Moses said that he told the people at the time when they believed those spies who said they could not win instead of believing God what God's command was. to turn and go into the wilderness.  Verse forty-one says, Then ye answered and said unto me, We have sinned against the LORD, we will go up and fight, according to all that the LORD our God commanded us. And when ye had girded on every man his weapons of war, ye were ready to go up into the hill.  The people said hat they had sinned against the LORD and were going to arm themselves and fight.  This still did not mean that they had put their faith in God.  People may see that they aren't getting what we want out of life and profess to turn to God without really having faith in Him.  Verse forty-two continues, And the LORD said unto me, Say unto them, Go not up, neither fight; for I am not among you; lest ye be smitten before your enemies.  Moses said God told him to tell them not to do this, because God was not among them.  God said if they did this they would be defeated.  God had already pronounced His judgment on them, and now it was too late.  We cannot decide to follow Christ only when think it will get us what we want but must follow Him when He calls.  Verse forty-three states, So I spake unto you; and ye would not hear, but rebelled against the commandment of the LORD, and went presumptuously up into the hill.  The people of Israel didn't listen but went into the land to fight without God being with them.  We cannot just decide what we want to do and think that God has to bless us, especially if He has already told us no.  Verse forty-four adds, And the Amorites, which dwelt in that mountain, came out against you, and chased you, as bees do, and destroyed you in Seir, even unto Hormah.  Moses reminded them that they were totally routed by the enemies they faced, just as we will be today if we are operating under our own power and not listening to what God tells us to do.  Verse forty-five continues, And ye returned and wept before the LORD; but the LORD would not hearken to your voice, nor give ear unto you.  Moses then said that they returned and wept before the LORD, but He would not hear them.  I believe this was because they were still trying to get God to do what they wanted.  If we devise our own plan and go against God's word, then even if we suffer defeat and cry out to Him, we are not going to get Him to endorse what we want to do.  Verse forty-six concludes, So ye abode in Kadesh many days, according unto the days that ye abode there.  The people of Israel then stayed where they were several days instead of going where God had told them to go.  When God tells us to go somewhere, even if it isn't where we want to go, there is no reason to stay where we are. 
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Chapter 2
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Deuteronomy 2:1 says, Then we turned, and took our journey into the wilderness by the way of the Red sea, as the LORD spake unto me: and we compassed mount Seir many days.  The people of Israel eventually went again into the wilderness as the LORD had commanded.   We can only be successful spiritually by doing what God tells us to do, even if it is not what we want to do.  Verse two adds, And the LORD spake unto me, saying,  Verse three continues,  Ye have compassed this mountain long enough: turn you northward.  Moses said God told Him that they had stayed where they were long enough, and it was time to move, turning northward.  If we have been disobedient to God, we cannot just stay where we are, but must go to Him asking forgiveness and then go where He is sending us.  Verse four states, And command thou the people, saying, Ye are to pass through the coast of your brethren the children of Esau, which dwell in Seir; and they shall be afraid of you: take ye good heed unto yourselves therefore:  God said they were to pass through the land of their brother Esau and that the people there would be afraid of them because of their numbers.  Verse five adds, Meddle not with them; for I will not give you of their land, no, not so much as a foot breadth; because I have given mount Seir unto Esau for a possession.  God told them to not attempt to take the land there, because God had given it to Esau.  We as followers of Christ should never attempt to take what God has given to someone else.  Verse six continues, Ye shall buy meat of them for money, that ye may eat; and ye shall also buy water of them for money, that ye may drink.  God said that the people of Israel were to pay for what they needed, food and drink, while there.  We need to be ready to pay for the material things we need under God's guidance and not attempt to take what belongs to someone else, unless they freely offer it to help meet our needs.  Verse seven says, For the LORD thy God hath blessed thee in all the works of thy hand: he knoweth thy walking through this great wilderness: these forty years the LORD thy God hath been with thee; thou hast lacked nothing.  Moses reminded the people that God had provided for them in the wilderness and He would continue to do so.  As long as we are faithful to God, He will always meet our needs, but He won't always satisfy our desires.  Verse eight adds, And when we passed by from our brethren the children of Esau, which dwelt in Seir, through the way of the plain from Elath, and from Eziongaber, we turned and passed by the way of the wilderness of Moab.  Moses said they passed through the land belonging to the descendants of Esau and went through the wilderness to the land of the Moabites.  Deuteronomy 2:9 says, And the LORD said unto me, Distress not the Moabites, neither contend with them in battle: for I will not give thee of their land for a possession; because I have given Ar unto the children of Lot for a possession.  The people of Israel were to not to disturb the people of Moab, because God had given the land to Lot for a possession.  God did not go back on His word even all those years later, and He still won't now.  Verse ten adds, The Emims dwelt therein in times past, a people great, and many, and tall, as the Anakims;  Verse eleven continues, Which also were accounted giants, as the Anakims; but the Moabites call them Emims.  This meant terrible ones, accqording to Matthew Henry.  Moses said that the Emims had dwelt in the land before, and they were considered giants.  Matthew Henry also says they may have been as tall as the Anakims, but even more fierce.  Though they may have been giants to the people of Lot, they weren't to God.  If we see giants before us today, we need to turn them over to God.  Verse twelve concludes, The Horims also dwelt in Seir beforetime; but the children of Esau succeeded them, when they had destroyed them from before them, and dwelt in their stead; as Israel did unto the land of his possession, which the LORD gave unto them.  Moses said that the Horims had dwelt there until the children of Esau destroyed them because God had given them the land, just as He had given a land to Israel.  Verse thirteen states, Now rise up, said I, and get you over the brook Zered. And we went over the brook Zered.  Moses said God commanded the people to cross over the brook of Zered, and they obeyed Him.  When God gives us a command, we need to obey Him.  Verse fourteen adds, And the space in which we came from Kadeshbarnea, until we were come over the brook Zered, was thirty and eight years; until all the generation of the men of war were wasted out from among the host, as the LORD sware unto them.  Moses said they had been traveling thirty-eight years since they were at Kadeshbarnea until they crossed over the brook of Zered, during which time all those men over twenty had died.  God had said that due to their lack of faith when they first reached the Promised Land that none of adults would enter in.  Again, as He always has and always will, God fulfilled His promise.  Verse fifteen continues, For indeed the hand of the LORD was against them, to destroy them from among the host, until they were consumed.  Moses said that since the hand of the LORD was against them they were destroyed.  They were called God's chosen people, but without faith, they were no better than anyone else.  We may call ourselves Christians, but without putting our faith in JesusChrist, we are doomed to destruction.  Deuteronomy 2:16 says, So it came to pass, when all the men of war were consumed and dead from among the people,  This would have been all the men who were over twenty when the people of Israel first got to the Promised Land.  Verse seventeen adds, That the LORD spake unto me, saying,  Verse eighteen continues, Thou art to pass over through Ar, the coast of Moab, this day:   Moses said that God told him it was now time once again for the people of Israel to move toward the Promised Land.   After lacking the faith to go in all those years ago, and even attempting to do it on their own after God told them they weren't going to be allowed in and and failing, a new generation was now ready to go into the Promised Land.  We cannot just choose when and where we will come to God, but must come when He calls us, and we must then be ready to follow Him by faith wherever He leads us if we are to be spiritually successful in life.  Verse nineteen states, And when thou comest nigh over against the children of Ammon, distress them not, nor meddle with them: for I will not give thee of the land of the children of Ammon any possession; because I have given it unto the children of Lot for a possession.  God told them not to disturb the children of Ammon, because He had given the land that they possessed as a possession to the children of Lot.  God does not change His word to one group of people to help another group.  When God makes a promise, we can be certain that He will fulfill it.  Verse twenty adds, (That also was accounted a land of giants: giants dwelt therein in old time; and the Ammonites call them Zamzummims;  God said that people who counted as giants once lived in the land.  We are going to encounter those people and things that seem to be giants in our spiritual life, but as long as we are faithful to God, they will just be something that once existed in our life.  Verse twenty-one continues, A people great, and many, and tall, as the Anakims; but the LORD destroyed them before them; and they succeeded them, and dwelt in their stead:  God said that He had defeated giants in the past and He could do so again when the people of Israel went into the Promised Land, and He still can today in our life.  Nothing is big enough to defeat God.  Verse twenty-two says, As he did to the children of Esau, which dwelt in Seir, when he destroyed the Horims from before them; and they succeeded them, and dwelt in their stead even unto this day:  Moses reminded the people of Israel that God had defeated giants when Esau took possession of the land God given him.  Our giants are no bigger nor more powerful than those that God has defeated in the past.  Verse twenty-three adds, And the Avims which dwelt in Hazerim, even unto Azzah, the Caphtorims, which came forth out of Caphtor, destroyed them, and dwelt in their stead.)  This was just a reminder that giants had been defeated before. We are not the first followers of Christ to face giants, nor will we be the last, but as long as we remain faithful to God, we need to realize that He has already defeated them.  Verse twenty-four states, Rise ye up, take your journey, and pass over the river Arnon: behold, I have given into thine hand Sihon the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his land: begin to possess it, and contend with him in battle.  God told the people of Israel to pass over the river Arnon, where they would battle the king of the Amorites.  God did not tell them that He had already removed the king of the Amorites, but that they must go by faith and battle Him.  God does not remove all the spiritual and even physical giants or just normal sized enemies from our lives today, but He gives us the power to overcome them.  Verse twenty-five adds, This day will I begin to put the dread of thee and the fear of thee upon the nations that are under the whole heaven, who shall hear report of thee, and shall tremble, and be in anguish because of thee.  God said He would put the fear of the people of Israel into all who stood against them.  They had done nothing that would have caused others to fear them, except put their faith in God.  As long as we are faithful to God, those who fight against us should do so in fear of the power of God. Deuteronomy 2:26 says, And I sent messengers out of the wilderness of Kedemoth unto Sihon king of Heshbon with words of peace, saying,  Verse twenty-seven adds, Let me pass through thy land: I will go along by the high way, I will neither turn unto the right hand nor to the left.  Moses said he sent word to Sihon the king of Hesbon asking for permission to pass through his land.  Matthew Henry said Moses was attempting to not disobey God, Who had told Him to contend with the people there, by contending with him peacefully.  We cannot attempt to compromise God's word because it is more convenient or peaceful to do so.  Verse twenty-eight continues, Thou shalt sell me meat for money, that I may eat; and give me water for money, that I may drink: only I will pass through on my feet;  Moses told Sihon that he would profit by allowing the people of Israel to pass through, and they would do Him no harm.  People today should never face harm by allowing Christians to move about freely in the world, and they will often profit materially from doing so.  Verse twenty-nine concludes, (As the children of Esau which dwell in Seir, and the Moabites which dwell in Ar, did unto me;) until I shall pass over Jordan into the land which the LORD our God giveth us.  Moses even gave Sihon proof of his word by citing how the people of Israel had passed through Edom and Moab without harming them.  People of the world should be able to see examples of how we as followers of Christ have always dealt honestly with other people.  Verse thirty states, But Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us pass by him: for the LORD thy God hardened his spirit, and made his heart obstinate, that he might deliver him into thy hand, as appeareth this day.  Moses said that Sihon would not listen and let them pass because God hardened his spirit and made him obstinate.  I believe that it was a lack of believing in God that made Sihon this way, just as not believing in Jesus Christ today because someone has hardened their heart against Him leads to their everlasting destruction, but God Himself does not cause them to not believe.  Verse thirty-one adds, And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have begun to give Sihon and his land before thee: begin to possess, that thou mayest inherit his land.  God told Moses that He had already begun to give the land to Israel, so go and possess it.  God has already given us victory over the world today as Christians, and we need to claim the victory and do whatever God tells us to do.  Verse thirty-three continues, Then Sihon came out against us, he and all his people, to fight at Jahaz.  Moses said that Sihon came out to fight against them at Jahaz.  Even if we offer nothing but peace to the people of the world today, they are continually going to attempt to fight against God and us.  Verse thirty-three says, And the LORD our God delivered him before us; and we smote him, and his sons, and all his people.  Moses said God gave them the victory over SIhon and his people, just as He gives us as followers of Christ victory over the world today.  We will never win without God being for us and we will never lose if He is.  Verse thirty-four adds, And we took all his cities at that time, and utterly destroyed the men, and the women, and the little ones, of every city, we left none to remain:  Moses said they utterly destroyed Sihon and all of his people while taking possession of all of his cities.  Today, we are not called to destroy the lost people of the world, even if they are at war with God, but to share the gospel of Christ with them instead.   We are simply passing through this world on the way to Heaven, our Promised Land.  Verse thirty-five continues, Only the cattle we took for a prey unto ourselves, and the spoil of the cities which we took.  Moses said they took the cattle and spoils from the war for themselves.  Verse thirty-six says, From Aroer, which is by the brink of the river of Arnon, and from the city that is by the river, even unto Gilead, there was not one city too strong for us: the LORD our God delivered all unto us:  Verse thirty-seven adds, Only unto the land of the children of Ammon thou camest not, nor unto any place of the river Jabbok, nor unto the cities in the mountains, nor unto whatsoever the LORD our God forbad us . Moses described the size of the land they took, which did not include any land that God had prohibited them from taking.  They could have felt that they were so powerful that they could just take everything they wanted, but obedience to God gave them their power, just as it does to Christians today.
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Deuteronomy 3:1 says, Then we turned, and went up the way to Bashan: and Og the king of Bashan came out against us, he and all his people, to battle at Edrei.  As Israel continued into the Promised Land, they met more opposition, just as we will as we go through this world as followers of Christ on our way to our heavenly home.  Verse two adds, And the LORD said unto me, Fear him not: for I will deliver him, and all his people, and his land, into thy hand; and thou shalt do unto him as thou didst unto Sihon king of the Amorites, which dwelt at Heshbon.  God told them to not be afraid of Og the king of Bashan, because God would give them the victory over him just as He had over Sihon.  Since God has giving us the everlasting victory over sin and death, we can put our faith in Him to give us victory over everything.  Verse three continues, So the LORD our God delivered into our hands Og also, the king of Bashan, and all his people: and we smote him until none was left to him remaining.   Moses said God gave them a complete victory over Og.  We still serve the same God today, Who will give us victory over all the forces of this world if we remain faithful to Him.  Verse four states, And we took all his cities at that time, there was not a city which we took not from them, threescore cities, all the region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan.  Moses said the people of Israel took all the cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan.  Verse five adds, All these cities were fenced with high walls, gates, and bars; beside unwalled towns a great many.  Moses said these cities had been well fortified.  We will encounter many well-fortified enemies of God today, but they will never be able to stand before us as long as we remain faithful to God.  Verse six continues, And we utterly destroyed them, as we did unto Sihon king of Heshbon, utterly destroying the men, women, and children, of every city.   Moses said they utterly destroyed them, just as we must destroy anything in our life that stands between God and us.  Still, instead of destroying, we are to reach out to our enemies with the gospel of Christ out of love.  Verse seven continues, But all the cattle, and the spoil of the cities, we took for a prey to ourselves.  Moses said they took all the cattle and the spoils of the cities for themselves.  What we as Christians should never do today is to attempt to follow Christ for material gain.  Verse eight adds, And we took at that time out of the hand of the two kings of the Amorites the land that was on this side Jordan, from the river of Arnon unto mount Hermon;  Moses said at that time the took land from two kings on this side of the Jordan.  They were still really on their way to the Promised Land, though this became a part of the kingdom of Israel.  Versa nine states, (Which Hermon the Sidonians call Sirion; and the Amorites call it Shenir;)   Verse ten adds, All the cities of the plain, and all Gilead, and all Bashan, unto Salchah and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan. Verse eleven continues, For only Og king of Bashan remained of the remnant of giants; behold, his bedstead was a bedstead of iron; is it not in Rabbath of the children of Ammon? nine cubits was the length thereof, and four cubits the breadth of it, after the cubit of a man.  Moses said what cities they destroyed and said that Og was the last of the giants, and then gave the dimensions of the size of his bed.  There will never be an enemy that we face who is bigger and more powerful than our God.  Deuteronomy 3:12 says, And this land, which we possessed at that time, from Aroer, which is by the river Arnon, and half mount Gilead, and the cities thereof, gave I unto the Reubenites and to the Gadites.  Moses said he gave most of the land on this side of the Jordan to the tribes of Rueben and Gad, as they had requested.  Verse thirteen adds, And the rest of Gilead, and all Bashan, being the kingdom of Og, gave I unto the half tribe of Manasseh; all the region of Argob, with all Bashan, which was called the land of giants. Moses then said he gave the rest of the land on this side of the river, including the part known as the land of the giants, to half the tribe of Manasseh.  Of course, God, not Moses, really gave them this land, just as whatever we as followers of Christ do for others today should be done for His honor and glory and not our own.  Verse fourteen continues, Jair the son of Manasseh took all the country of Argob unto the coasts of Geshuri and Maachathi; and called them after his own name, Bashanhavothjair, unto this day. One of Manasseh's sons claimed a part of the land and named it for himself.  Verse fifteen concludes, And I gave Gilead unto Machir.  Moses then said he gave Gilead to Machir.  This was another son of Manasseh.  Verse sixteen states, And unto the Reubenites and unto the Gadites I gave from Gilead even unto the river Arnon half the valley, and the border even unto the river Jabbok, which is the border of the children of Ammon;  Verse seventeen adds, The plain also, and Jordan, and the coast thereof, from Chinnereth even unto the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, under Ashdothpisgah eastward.  Moses then specified the boundaries of the land given to the tribes of Rueben and Gad.  We should always be content as Christians with what God give us and never expect Him to just give us whatever we want.  Verse eighteen continues, And I commanded you at that time, saying, The LORD your God hath given you this land to possess it: ye shall pass over armed before your brethren the children of Israel, all that are meet for the war.  Moses then said that those on this side of the Jordan would be required to cross over and help the rest of the people of Israel in their fight for the Promised Land.  We cannot just sit back safe and secure while other people who are followers of Christ are fighting for survival in this world.  Verse nineteen says, But your wives, and your little ones, and your cattle, (for I know that ye have much cattle,) shall abide in your cities which I have given you;  The wives, little ones,and the cattle were to remain on this side of the Jordan, since there staying there would free the men from having to worry about them as well.  Sometimes, we just need to leave the things that would hinder us from fighting for God safely in His hands.  Verse twenty adds, Until the LORD have given rest unto your brethren, as well as unto you, and until they also possess the land which the LORD your God hath given them beyond Jordan: and then shall ye return every man unto his possession, which I have given you.  Moses said that once their brothers had gained possession of the land beyond the Jordan, those settling on this side of the Jordan would be free to return.  Deuteronomy 3:21 says, And I commanded Joshua at that time, saying, Thine eyes have seen all that the LORD your God hath done unto these two kings: so shall the LORD do unto all the kingdoms whither thou passest.  Moses then spoke to Joshua, the other faithful spy, who was going to be taking over as the leader of the Israelites.  He told Joshua to remember all the things that God had done to the two kings on this side of the Jordan and said that He would do the same on the other side.  If we ever feel that a situation seems to big for us, we need to remember what God has already done for us.  Verse twenty-two adds, Ye shall not fear them: for the LORD your God he shall fight for you.  Just as Moses told Joshua, we have no reason to fear the powers of this world, because God will and does fight for us.  Verse twenty-three declares, And I besought the LORD at that time, saying,  Moses said that he prayed to God then, seeking His guidance, which is what we should do no matter what we face in life.  Verse twenty-four adds, O Lord GOD, thou hast begun to shew thy servant thy greatness, and thy mighty hand: for what God is there in heaven or in earth, that can do according to thy works, and according to thy might?  Moses in his prayer spoke of the unequaled power of God.  We as Christians should never doubt that God is more powerful than any false god.  Verse twenty-five continues, I pray thee, let me go over, and see the good land that is beyond Jordan, that goodly mountain, and Lebanon.  Moses then asked that God let him cross over the Jordan and see the good land.  Though this was the desire of Moses, he still asked God for permission to go.  We may want something very badly in this life, but as followers of Christ we must first make sure that it is what God wants.  Verse twenty-six states, But the LORD was wroth with me for your sakes, and would not hear me: and the LORD said unto me, Let it suffice thee; speak no more unto me of this matter.  Moses said God was upset with him because of the the actions of the people of Israel under his leadership, which included Moses striking out in anger at one time.  The actions of others may make us angry at times, but we should never allow them to cause us to act in any way other than the way that would acknowledge and honor God.  Verse twenty-seven adds, Get thee up into the top of Pisgah, and lift up thine eyes westward, and northward, and southward, and eastward, and behold it with thine eyes: for thou shalt not go over this Jordan.  God told Moses to go up on Mount Pisgah and he could see the Promised Land, but that he was not going to be allowed to cross over.  We as Christians, if we are, will one day cross over into the Promised Land of Heaven, though we will only be able to get glimpses of it in this lifetime.  If we follow the idea that God wants us to be happy, so whatever we want, if we pray hard enough for it, God will give it to us, then God would have surely given Moses what he wanted.  Yet, God told Moses no, and told him not to ask again.  I believe that we may too often simply refuse to acknowledge when God tells us no and continue to pray for whatever He has said no to already.  Verse twenty-eight continues, But charge Joshua, and encourage him, and strengthen him: for he shall go over before this people, and he shall cause them to inherit the land which thou shalt see.  God then told Moses to encourage and strengthen Joshua, who would lead the people of Israel into the Promised Land.  Moses could have become bitter and refused to do what God asked, but in spite of his disappointment, he didn't.  If it seems that other Christians are getting what they want when we are not, we should never allow it to make us bitter.  We should uplift them in prayer instead.  Verse twenty-nine concludes, So we abode in the valley over against Bethpeor.  Moses said they lived in the valley of Bethpeor, which was still on this side of the Jordan and the Promised Land.  We will always be on this side of the Promised Land in this lifetime, but as followers of Christ, God will always be with us.
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