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Disclaimer

The characters, events, and situations depicted in this book are a work of fiction. Any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental. The author and publisher do not assume any responsibility for any loss, injury, or damage resulting from the use of the information contained in this book. This work is intended for educational and entertainment purposes only and is not intended to replace professional advice or guidance in any area of life.
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Introduction

Her makeup before makeup: Where great value is put on inner beauty as well! The Story of Queen Esther.

Imagine a world where conformity is the honored standard and the display of individuality something to be dreaded—a world not so distant from our own. But in that world, there was one woman who embodied her ancient courage, dignity, and authenticity model—Queen Esther.

Esther's life is a dramatic transformation: a plain Jewish maiden, plucked from obscurity, rises to queen. Her greatest accomplishment was not royalty—it was the inner strength, the faith, and the bravery that spurred her to rescue her people.

This book is a study of Esther's life, examining her qualities that are as applicable today as they were centuries ago. Esther was "made up" long before she ever used makeup. Her inner beauty and character shine through, giving us a model of how inner qualities take precedence over outward appearance.

What do we know about Esther?


	
She is a survivor: From exile to royalty, her strength characterized her.

	
She is a thriver: She accepted her plight and transcended it.

	
She took care of herself: Her preparation was outwardly beautiful but not by sacrificing her inner being. She utilized both synergistically in order to achieve her destiny.

	
She submits to authority: She understands the role of humility and when to call upon it with wisdom.

	
She understood the task: Esther's listening and responding accordingly opened the door to victory.

	
She is prudent in association: She associates with those with whom she has shared aims and commitment.

	
She is secretive: Discretion was her virtue when it was most necessary.

	
She thinks of others: Even in her role, she places the welfare of her people first.

	
She made room for God's favor: Esther had faith that divine purpose would guide her.



The Esther story isn't so much about being brave but about wisdom and timing. She knew that all the actions had to be taken at the right time.

She applied the principle that your gift opens doors for you. " If it pleases the king, replied Esther, "let the king and Haman come this day unto me unto the banquet which I have made ready unto him." (Esther 5:4). Esther tactically used her platform to invite the king and Haman to a banquet, laying the ground for her plea.

"She has the sense of timing" (Esther 7:5). With graciousness and patience, she uncovered Haman's plot to annihilate her people, saving them from destruction.
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