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Mason and his friends were carving pumpkins
at Mason’s house the night before Halloween. Kelly, the artist of
the group, was carving a howling wolf onto her pumpkin. Jared, who
loved monster movies, was making his jack-o-lantern look like a
vampire’s face. And Marissa, the dancer, was cutting out a perfect
ballet-slipper-shaped design on her pumpkin.

Mason glanced at his own jack-o-lantern and
sighed. It had two boring circles for eyes, a boring triangle for a
nose, and a boring, jagged mouth.

“You guys all have such awesome-looking
jack-o-lanterns,” he said to the other kids. “Mine looks just like
every other jack-o-lantern anyone has ever carved.” He wrinkled his
nose. “Except worse! The circles are lumpy-looking, and the
triangle is crooked, and the mouth looks like a few small circles
that are not even connected instead of a mouth.”

“Your jack-o-lantern is fine!” Kelly assured
him “This isn’t a contest, Mason. We’re all just having fun.”

Easy for her to say, thought Mason.

“Besides,” Jared added seriously, “you
shouldn’t make fun of your jack-o-lantern.”

Mason almost spit out the candy he was
eating. That was the silliest thing he’d ever heard! “Why not?”

“Because,” said Marissa in a deep, scary
voice, “the jack-o-lantern might get his revenge!”

Realizing that his friends were teasing,
Mason laughed along with them. “Dumb, dumb jack-o-lantern,” he said
then. “You really are ugly and boring!” He studied his work, and
then craved some warts on the jack-o-lantern to make it
extra-hideous. Finally, he added some crazy-looking eye-brows.

“Oooh!” cried Kelly. “He’s super-ugly
now!”

“He’s the ugliest jack-o-lantern ever!” Mason
declared.

When the friends were finished, they watched
some Halloween specials and ate the pumpkin-flavored cookies
Mason’s mom had made. By the time he said goodbye to everyone late
that night, Mason had forgotten all about his ugly
jack-o-lantern.

But the ugly jack-o-lantern had not forgotten
about Mason.

Mason woke up very early on Halloween morning
to see an eerie orange glow shining under his bedroom door.
Strange, he thought. I wonder who turned on a light out there.
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