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A lot has changed since I wrote the first edition of Manifesting Wealth. At the time of this writing, I work at a call support center full time, and I am pursuing my businesses on the side, after making a couple serious mistakes that put me into debt. I’ve also left Immanion Press and started self-publishing my non-fiction books, while also writing fiction.

A reader, upon seeing all this might ask: “What right Taylor, do you have to write a book on wealth magic when clearly you’ve had some setbacks?”

It’s a fair question to ask.

I’m republishing this book for the simple fact that the principles shared within apply to manifesting wealth, but I’m also republishing it with an additional appendix, where I share what I’m currently doing in regards to wealth magic practices.

Here’s a hard truth you won’t always find expressed: True success is rooted in failure. Your failures either spur you forward to find solutions or cause you to give up. I’ve always used my failures to spur me forward. Anyone who has genuinely been successful will tell you they’ve had their shares of failures, doubts and losses. It’s what you do with those failures, doubts and losses that determines whether you’ve really failed or if you’ve discovered a path forward. I’m still discovering my path forward, but I haven’t given up and that’s what determines success in the end.

Taylor Ellwood

Portland OR 

September 2018

Foreword

I've occasionally struggled as I've written this book, wondering if I'm really someone who should be writing a book on wealth magic. The reason for that occasional struggle is that I don't fit the classic definition of wealth. I am not a multi-million or billionaire with lots of money. In fact I am a self-employed business owner who currently has some debt, some money for retirement, and who has some financial strategies, which include magic, that are helping me to make my life into a reality of wealth. However I don't think that wealth is just determined by how financially savvy a person is.

It seems to me that wealth is partially based on a person's skills with finances, but also on a person's skills with relationships (both personal and professional), skills with whatever form of work s/he takes on, and his/her ability to take care of health needs (both physical and mental). This is admittedly not the typical definition of wealth, but the typical definition of wealth is one that seems to be far out of reach for most people, and may not even be accurately called wealth (as I'll explore later).

Whenever the topic of wealth magic is brought up, what fascinates me is how people treat the topic. There is an expectation that if you are able to do wealth magic, you should be fantastically rich and successful. Indeed, it might be argued that if you can't display such evidence of material wealth then you shouldn't write on the topic. Yet I can't say that I know any occultist who is fantastically rich. I do, however, know some occultists who have gotten their financial ducks in a row, live a relatively stable life and have a plan for retirement. That's not necessarily as glamorous as a wealthy lifestyle, but a look through any tabloid suggests that while someone may be rich, they are not necessarily wealthy. Imagine never being able to go out into public without being ambushed by paparazzi or always having to wear a disguise? Imagine wondering whether someone was really your friend or just wanted to be associated with you for your fame? Of course not every rich person is famous, but I imagine that being rich is not necessarily all it's cracked up to be.

So what then really is wealth? In this book, I explore the topic of wealth from a holistic perspective, which means that while I do focus on financial magic and strategies that can improve your relationship with money, I also look at other facets of your life such as health and relationships. I think that an accurate snapshot of wealth necessarily needs to encompass more than just doing a money spell to get more money. And while I think that money can make your life easier, it is not guaranteed to make you happy. Money is a tool and knowing how to use that tool wisely can make your life much happier. Understanding that distinction is important if you want to master wealth magic and use it effectively to enhance your life. 

I admitted above that I’ve had some debt. I've had periods of my life where I didn't have debt, but one of the problems that I have with most wealth magic books is that the authors don't present their mistakes or the struggles they are facing. Of course this may be due to the fact that they want to present a certain image of authority or show how successful they are. But if we consider the role of magic in our lives, it is not all glamour and spells. It is a way of life, a way of perspective and observation that teaches us how to solve problems while also living a better life. That can't occur if we don't show how we've struggled, or what we've learned.

I present to you this book in the hopes that you will learn how to create a wealthier life for yourself, but I also present it to show you how someone has gotten some success, but also made some mistakes along the way. I am certainly not the wealthiest magician financially, but I have learned some financial tricks and tips through the years, and I am wealthy in other ways that have helped me improve all aspects of my life. I share my journey and my approaches to wealth magic so that you can learn from them and find success and happiness in your life. Those experiences are truly what makes a person wealthy!

Taylor Ellwood

Portland, OR

May 2013
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The concept of wealth is often reduced to a one-dimensional concept of happiness that is directly tied to money. This capitalistic ideal of American wealth leaves very little room for a definition that matches the multidimensional layers of a person’s life. Money is not the only tool that is needed for a person to achieve a level of wealth that increases opportunities to thrive, and live a balanced and enriched life. 

And while American values encapsulate an egalitarian concept of opportunity for wealth, many of us struggle to understand what it means to have wealth and how to get it. Many of us do not understand that wealth often is a frame of mind, and not a dollar figure inside of a bank account. Attainable measures of wealth are not limited to money, and often come with the limitless opportunities to find fulfillment spiritually, physically, mentally, and financially. 

Manifesting Wealth: Magic for Prosperity, Love, and Health gives readers information that will take them from concept, to the reality of embracing wealth, to improve their quality of life. Taylor Ellwood has created a book that is full of ideas and information, pushing the reader beyond old ideals of wealth, to a more holistic sense of possessing great personal wealth. 

Taylor captures definitions that are inclusive of all people by allowing different measurements to what wealth really is. Not everyone can be “rollin” in the dough, but everyone is capable of attaining wealth. Taylor defines this concept by stating, “Wealth is the measurement of the quality of a person’s life, as well as a measurement of how that person sustains the specific lifestyle that brings him/her the most joy”. 

He goes on to further define that wealth is based on the “quality of experiences that you have, as opposed to the quantity of things you’ve acquired. As such, living a life of wealth doesn’t necessarily involve having lots of money, but rather involves knowing how to make your resources work for you so that you can focus on living your life and pursuing your calling”.

There is an emphasis in the book on definitions, planning, and internal work to achieve ones defined goals. There are also exercises that are placed throughout the chapters, meant to make the reader think, plot and plan for success in wealth. The book explores how a person’s ability to obtain wealth will directly connect to the relationship one has with money, and the values that have been conditioned on limiting beliefs about how money relates to life. The messages that become a part of our unconscious schema often involve money as a link to happiness, and who is or is not deserving of this. 

Taylor talks about the relationships that we cultivate with happiness, money, and worth, as they are directly tied to how we were taught by our parents. It is what we saw, or didn’t see, that helped to formulate a relationship with the concept of wealth that can become a person’s greatest challenges to acquiring a true understanding of abundance. 

I appreciated this aspect on attaining wealth from the book because it is a limiting belief that I have unconsciously carried about the value of my work for years, and how doing work in the community does not equal a life of monetary abundance. While other service workers like myself are paid in love, financially I learned from my mother at a young age that when you give yourself to the work of people, you do not do it to get rich. 

And so I have found, that 16 years in the social services field has afforded me an incredible career on a very middle to lower class salary. And this is where Taylor’s lessons of creating a wealth identity becomes magical. 

Do your current values, beliefs and persona encourage, and motivate, you to bring wealth into your life? Are you open to the potential of your life, and are you open to the possibilities that it is within your reach to have those things that bring you joy? These are all questions that are raised in this book that I could not answer for myself. I was not raised to have those limitless beliefs, and as a Witch, I know that my beliefs very much shape manifestation. 

I enjoyed that the book continues into discussions of magical elements of working with money, identifying money deities, wealth entities, and money altars. It doesn’t stop there and also gives specific information about working within a business, or to call advancement to you in your current job. The amount of information that is broken down in the book gives a solid understanding of acquiring wealth from a foundation of magic, values, perspective, and by having a plan. Both the magical and the mundane workings of calling abundance to you are addressed, making it more than a simple book on doing a money spell. 

And it doesn’t stop there. Taylor explores wealth and its relationship to physical health, mental healthy, spiritual health, relationships, and community. He continues to make connections between the whole of our being, and our ability to embrace wealth from a holistic view. By making these connections, the book continues to point out how enjoying wealth is a direct part of encompassing the ability to have it. 

As a social worker and a mental health professional, I appreciate the inclusion of the whole person in discussions about the ability to bring joy into one’s life, and attribute that to the idea of being wealthy. Opening up the definition of wealth beyond money gives more opportunity for people to connect to, and understand that, they can have what will enrich their journey and improve their quality of life. The more that people are given the power to be in control of creating a happy and enriched life, the more people will chose to do just that. 

May we all grab opportunity before us, and bring layers of abundance and wealth into our lives.  I hope this book is another step in that exact journey for you too. 

Crystal Blanton

December 2012
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​Chapter 1: What's Your Definition of Wealth?
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This isn't your typical wealth magic book. This is a holistic wealth magic book, which means that we'll look at wealth from a holistic perspective that encompasses your entire life, as opposed to just focusing on how much money you are bringing in. We will focus on your relationship with money, what it looks like, and what you can do to change it. At the same time, it's worth noting that too many people define wealth solely by money without really understanding that money is just one means and medium among many of attaining wealth. Money is powerful in its own way (look at how many conflicts, inventions, etc., are motivated by money or some other form of material wealth) and it does have a place in this book, but defining wealth solely by monetary value ignores what wealth really is, or what it could be. At the same time, assigning a monetary value to wealth can help you determine if you are actually achieving the wealth you want to generate in your life. As I tell my business clients, "If you can't track where the money is flowing from, you don't where your business is going to!" I think that's true not just for business, but also for life. So money has a role in wealth and we won't ignore it, but I think to really understand wealth, it's important to understand that money is only part of the equation. Your friends, romantic partner(s), health, and quality of life are equally a part of wealth, and to do effective wealth magic, we need to look at the whole picture of your life.

To understand wealth you need to define it. More importantly though, you need to define it in relationship to your identity. Wealth is a fairly nebulous term and can mean a lot of different things to many different people. Wealth is also associated with being rich. Here's one definition of being rich that's also linked to wealth:




The person who owns all he wants for the living of all life he is capable of living is rich. Nobody can have all he wants without plenty of money. Life has advanced so far and become so complex that even the most ordinary man or woman requires a great amount of wealth in order to live in a manner that even approaches completeness. Every person naturally wants to become all he is capable of becoming; this desire to realize innate possibilities is inherent in human nature. Success in life is becoming what you want to be" (Wattles 2007, p.4).



The author originally wrote that quote in 1910, over a hundred years ago, but it's fairly clear that he links wealth to being rich and argues that true success is linked to having whatever you want. When you read that definition do you get a kneejerk reaction or do you agree with it? Regardless of what response you have, take a moment to write it down and explore why you have that response.

Wattles says, "No person can rise to his greatest possible height in talent or soul development unless he has plenty of money. In order to unfold the soul and to develop talent he must have many things to use, and he cannot have all these things unless he has money to buy them with" (Wattles 2007, P. 3). While I think he makes an interesting point, I can't help but disagree, especially when you consider the vast majority of celebrities, rich people, etc., all of whom have plenty of money, but nonetheless don't seem to live very fulfilling lives. Money alone doesn't guarantee a happy, or satisfied life. It certainly helps to attain things, but the commodization of our lives isn't something that brings a lot of happiness. In fact, the more that people value and focus on material aspirations, the less happy they are with their lives (Kassar 2006) Genuine satisfaction doesn't arise because you have money and can buy things. Genuine satisfaction occurs because you are living life by your own rules. 

One of the key criteria of wealth is the concept of success. The following definition of success is one that reminds me of magical work, "Success is an attitude. Success is a habit. Success is easily available to all who want it, believe they can have it, and put their desires into action [italics are his]" (Fisher & Allen 2008, P. 1). That last sentence could easily describe a magical act. A given result is available to all who want it, believe they can have it, and put their desires into action. If we consider that magic is a methodology used to manifest specific results that improve the quality of one's life, then this could work, but there's more to success or wealth than just manifesting a result. We also need to create a sustainable process that allows us to not only manifest wealth, but to consistently live a life where we can maintain that wealth, even as it in turn maintains us.

To illustrate that principle, let's consider the lottery. The lottery is a game of chance people play in order to potentially win up to millions of dollars. But the majority of lottery winners end up spending the money they won and end up more miserable as well because they were hit up by relatives and friends for loans. Most importantly they didn't know what to do with all that money (Gardner and Gardner, 2001). The reason they didn't know is simple: They shot for a specific result (win millions of dollars), but they didn't think about what to do with it afterwards. They didn't develop a sustainable strategy for how they would invest that money or use it, or consider how it would impact their lives. The whole point of wealth is to create a sustainable lifestyle that supports you. Having lots of money does not equate to having a sustainable lifestyle. Knowing how to use your money to improve the quality of your life and sustain it is much more important than the quantity of money you have available to you (Gardner & Gardner 2001, Dominguez and Robin 1992). Many people think that if they just have x amount of money life will be much easier, but that rarely seems to be the case. If anything, people spend more time worrying about money than actually enjoying it. And once they make x amount of money they find that they need more money and go back into daydreaming about how life would be perfect if they just had more money!

There are three problems that pervade Western culture, when it comes to money. The first problem is rampant consumerism and the obsession to have stuff. This rampant consumerism puts people into debt and leaves them with things that aren't even used that often. Hoarding is an extreme version of this consumerism and is driven in part by the dysfunctional relationship a person has with money. It's as if people are trying to fill something up within themselves (an internal emptiness), with stuff. And perhaps they are. The problem is that stuff can't fill that internal emptiness. If anything, stuff only emphasizes how empty your life is, especially if you can't meaningfully use it to make your life better.

The second problem is the focus on the law of attraction as espoused most recently by such new agey claptrap as The Secret. The law of attraction argues that if you think positive thoughts you will get positive outcomes, and if you think negative thoughts you will get negative outcomes. While there is some truth to this idea, it can be taken to an extreme such as believing that if you open an envelope while having positive thoughts you are more likely to get a positive outcome, and if you open it with negative thoughts you are more likely to have a negative outcome. Additionally this law explains away issues such as obesity with the idea the person must be attracting that obesity with their thoughts, when in fact the person may just be genetically predisposed toward obesity. The law of attraction was made popular by the movie The Secret, but the concept has been around much longer. Napoleon Hill and Wallace Wattles both wrote books espousing similar ideas, and in one form or another you find it in books that focus on trying to teach people how to become millionaires. While it would be nice to believe that thinking about wealth alone could attract positive results, the truth is that the law of attraction is a pipe dream. After all, how do you explain the vast amount of hunger, poverty, or the economic recession? Are all of those people simply thinking they are poor and causing their own misfortune? The answer is no. The idea that thought alone can generate negative consequences makes dangerous assumptions that further increase the gap between the haves and the have nots. 

This isn't to say that thinking positively doesn't have any value. It does have value and can be useful for helping you be more creative, as well as finding solutions in negative situations. But thinking positively doesn't guarantee that you'll be a multi-millionaire or that you'll never deal with negative situations. Thinking positively is helpful, and we'll explore how to use it in your magical working, but there is a difference between positive thinking and the idea that thinking you are wealthy will automatically bring you wealth.

The third problem is that people simply don't know what to do with money or understand how it applies to wealth. So you have people who desperately pursue money for money's sake while others ignorantly believe that money is the root of all evil. What both types of people have forgotten, or never learned, is that money is just a tool, a means to an end. It is not the root of evil, but pursuing money as an end in and of itself never works. If you do not understand how to use money, then no matter how much you have you are a slave to it. This is why there are rich people who have a lot of money, but aren’t wealthy. They are so focused on acquiring money that they don't do know what else to do with it, or how to use it to enrich their lives. This is also why you have celebrities who are in debt despite making lots of money. They may seem wealthy, but if anything, they are struggling just as much as the average person is because they don't know how to handle money wisely. Simply having a lot of money doesn't make you wealthy. 

Exercise

Which of these three problems (if any) apply to your relationship with money? How has money shown up in your life in a positive or negative way?

If the first problem, consumerism, applies to you, meditate on why you are always buying something and what you are trying to accomplish by buying so much stuff. Does the stuff really make you happy or does it just disguise a deeper issue you need to work with?

If the second problem, Law of Attraction thinking, applies to you, meditate on the law and what you've attracted to your life. Are you really responsible for every misfortune you've experienced? Could you control every aspect of your reality? How are you applying action to achieve what you want to attract in your life?

If the third problem, not knowing what to do with money, applies to you, meditate on your relationship with money. Where did you learn your financial skills? Who or what taught you your current financial habits? What would you change about your relationship with money, if you could change one thing?

Write down your experiences, and after a day has passed read them over. What actions can you take to change your relationship with money and yourself?

Jason Miller notes that a lot of people have reactive attitudes and thoughts when it comes to money. If everything is okay, they don't want to think about money or engage it. He also notes that typical financial magic focuses on providing a person enough money so that s/he doesn't have to think about it (2012). I agree with Miller's assessment of financial magic and the attitude put toward it. People do magic to get just enough money to resolve whatever crisis or problem is in their life, or so they don't have to think about money. Yet ironically, they end up thinking about money all the time. It seems contradictory to me, and I think it’s one reason so much money magic fails. If you don't want to think about it, or how it applies to your life, what you are really telling the universe is that you don't want money. The universe is always happy to oblige. 

There is a solution to all of these problems: that solution is developing a plan for your life that includes actions you will take to realize that plan. The most successful people are not the ones who have had lots of positive thoughts (although positive thinking may be part of what they use), but rather the ones who have planned for the success they want to achieve and then implemented that plan through action and adaptation to events. They've also realized that success doesn't always involve making tons of money. What it really involves is living life on your own terms. Part of accomplishing that involves getting clear on your relationship with money and how you are blocking yourself with your beliefs about money.

So What is Wealth?

One of my favorite financial books is Your Money or Your Life by Joe Dominguez and Vicki Robin. In that book the authors spend a lot of time discussing the quality of a person's life and why the quality of your life is so essential to living a wealthy life. If there is one book (other than this one) that you should pick up, it's that book. Wealth is the measurement of the quality of a person's life, as well as a measurement of how that person sustains the specific lifestyle that brings him/her the most joy. That definition is derived from the aforementioned book, which provides cases studies of many people who live a life of financial independence despite not being “dyed in the wool” multi-millionaires. What they've learned to do is to leverage their money into investments while also cutting down the cost of living so that they can focus on living a life of quality doing what they feel called to do. 

I define wealth as the means a person has available to support and sustain his/her chosen lifestyle while also allowing that person to pursue the career/business that s/he feels called to do. Wealth is based on the quality of experiences that you have as opposed to the quantity of things you've acquired. As such, living a life of wealth doesn't necessarily involve having lots of money, but rather involves knowing how to make your resources work for you so that you can focus on living your life and pursuing your calling. Money, as it pertains to wealth, is a means to an end, specifically money is a tool used to support your life, and not just in terms of paying bills, but also making investments that in turn produce dividends that can be used to support you. Money is just one means to supporting yourself and finding wealth. There are other means such as bartering and growing your own resources. Wealth is also discovered in the quality of relationships you have with other people and with your sense of place in the world at large. Dave Lee points out that, "Wealth is an attitude to life which is always with you, and the nature of wealth magick is the acquisition of wealth consciousness. Wealth consciousness is the organize belief in the inevitability of for you" (2011 P. 59). I agree with Lee that wealth is an attitude. Wealth magic is the application of that attitude to your life.

Wealth magic is magic that is done to help you achieve wealth. It can involve money magic, but it can just as easily involve doing magic to help you discover your true calling. The point of wealth magic is that it helps you improve your relationship with how you sustain your lifestyle, while also helping you discover and use your calling to aid in supporting your lifestyle. 

Exercise

What is your definition of wealth? Where does money fit into that definition? What other means do you use to support yourself and bring joy into your life? If your definition of wealth is different of mine, why is it different, and what makes that definition of wealth work for you? Most importantly, does your wealth bring you joy?

I use the word joy in relationship to wealth, because I think that having a sense of joy is as important as having wealth. In fact, joy is an integral component of wealth. The joy you feel is both a result of having wealth and a part of the process of manifesting that wealth in your life. What makes you joyful? What motivates you to get up each day and get excited about what you're going to do that day? Where do you think joy fits into wealth? 

The Value of a Plan

Sometimes people approach magic as something that will solve all their problems. They fall in love with the fairy tale stories where the Fairy Godmother makes everything alright with a swish of her wand. What they forget is that inevitably the magic goes away and the protagonist has to solve her own problems in order to achieve the fairy tale ending. They also forget that there's always a price for magic. 

If you are approaching wealth magic from the perspective that it will solve all your financial problems or just problems in general, you're fooling yourself. That approach to magic is a reactive approach that might temporarily solve a problem, but before long the problem or a similar one rises again. How many times have you heard stories where someone did magic for money, got the money, used it and then was back in a similar situation? Magic didn't solve the problem. It just put it off. 

To make wealth magic work for you, you've got to be proactive with it. This means you have to sit down and put together a plan, as well as figure out what actions you need to take. That probably doesn't sound very magical, if anything it sounds very similar to creating a business plan. But the truth is that a plan is a very magical act when you consider that developing it involves defining your results, developing your processes, implementing actions to realize the processes, tracking the effectiveness of your actions, and determining if the result has been realized. That's not different from how I work or most other magicians work with magic. If you don't have a plan, then you don't have a defined path for achieved your desired result. The formation of a plan is similar to forming intent for a magical act. A plan provides you clarity and helps you focus on the desired result, much as intention also focuses you on achieving a specific result.
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