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Dedication

​ I would
like to dedicate this work to the restoration and preservation of
the family. It is the very foundation upon which society rests. It
is the first and often the only place where children learn the
right values to see them through adulthood; a place where they can
be nurtured, loved, and accepted as God intended.

 


 


 


Contents

​Dedication

Introduction

Godliness

Worldliness

Back To Basics

Accountability

Anger

Attitude

Blame

Forgiveness

Judging

Mistakes

Morality

Motives

Neighbors

Patience

Praise

Pride

Procrastination

Reading

Sin

Spiritual Birth

Starting School

Talent

Television

Temptation

Truth

ValuesWorldliness

Words of Wisdom
Introduction

Commandments of Human
Relations

Desiderata

Friends

Giving

Happiness

Healthy Challenges

Jesus

The Lord’s Prayer

I Loved You Enough …

My Favorite Bible
Quotations

Priorities

Salvation

Twenty-Third Psalm

Waste

Whatever Became of Sin?

You Will Never Be Sorry

Words Of Wisdom, Too
Introduction

Believe

Contentment

Don’t Quit

Educated Man

Footprints in the Sand

Forgive Me When I Whine

Gettysburg Address

Gossip

Guiding Principles

Here and Now

Hope

Hugs

Just for Today

Love

My Favorite Quotations

Old English Prayer

On This Day

The Optimist Creed

A Prayer for Growing Old
Gracefully

What Teenagers Expect
From Parents, But Often Deny It

Why It Is Good For Us
Not To Have Everything

Our Own
Way

Wise Sayings

Work

One Nation Without God
Introduction

Baby Boom

The Bible

Changes

Education

Family Values

The Family

Heredity and Environment

Obedience

Parenting

Parents

Prayers Proper Place

Requirements for Living

Restoring the Family

Right or Wrong

Society and the Bible

Standing Against the Tide

Scripture Servings for
Spiritual Strength Introduction

Accountability

Behavior

Charity

Conduct

Discernment

Endurance

Favoritism

Forgiveness

Godliness

Grace

Heaven

Hell

Light

Lying

Motives

Peer Pressure

Prayer

Quarreling

Salvation

Sowing/Reaping

Success

Tongue

Unity

Vital Signs

Notable Quotables
Introduction

Action

Attitude

Behavior

Children

Debt

Eternity

Faith

Failure

Family

Forgiveness

Friendship

Giving

Humor

Joy

Kindness

Neighbor

Optimism

Prayer

Quarrel

Religion

Self

Temptation

Understanding

Virtue

Wisdom

Worldliness

Youth

Matters That Matter, Volume I
Introduction

Aging

Appearance

Change

Christianity

Conduct

Death

Democracy

Divorce

Freedom

God

Government

Health

Husband and Wife

Jesus

Liberty

Manhood: Husbands &
Fathers

Marriage

Mistake

Morality

Obesity

Opportunity

Perseverance

Sin

Success

Truth

Wealth

Womanhood: Wives &
Mothers

Work

Matters That Matter, Volume II
Introduction

About Marriage

America

Celebrating Kindness Week

Class

Cold-Waters Pourers

Did You Ever Wonder Why

Different Kinds Of Love

Do It Anyway

Each Life Affects
Another’s

Endurance

Four Myths About Giving

Growing Older

Guess Who

Happiness Can Be A Mystery

Happiness Doesn’t Depend On
Circumstances

How Do You Spend Your Dash?

How Kids View Parents

How To Be Happy

How To Set A Goal And Achieve
It

I Believe

If I Were The Devil

Kid-Tested Favorites

Learning To Walk

Listening

Out Of Our Hands

Paradox Of Our Time

Practice The Apology

Something To Laugh About

The Family Is …

The Importance Of Manners

The Importance Of Here And
Now

The Importance Of Work

The Meaning Of The Pledge Of
Allegiance Of The Flag

The Rocks In Your Life

Things God Won’t Ask

The Serenity Prayer

The 7-Ups

Understanding Parents

What To Live For

When You Thought I Wasn’t
Looking

Winners And Losers

The Benediction

 


 


 



Introduction

​ Although there are exceptions, most people
agree that a universal code of ethics does exist. Any kind of order
would be impossible unless all civilized people have a set of
principles that determine responsible behavior.

It is inborn for people to appeal to a
standard of behavior which they expect others also to understand
and follow. “That’s not fair” or “How would you like it if someone
did that to you?” are thought processes that have no racial or
cultural boundaries.

C. S. Lewis wrote, “We know that people find
themselves under a moral law, which they did not make and cannot
quite forget even when they try, and which they know they ought to
obey.”

Most agree that no society could survive
without moral laws that spell out right and wrong conduct. The
question then becomes: Whose morality will be legislated? All laws
intrude on the morality of someone. Are there moral principles and
guidelines that have withstood the unfailing test of time? The
answer is yes!

What follows focuses on the subtitle of this
book, Godliness vs. Worldliness. Godly truth is determined by God’s
word: The Ten Commandments. Worldly truth is determined by the
culture. Bible truth never changes; it is the same “yesterday and
today and forever.” Worldly truth is the opposite; it is constantly
changing. Whenever these differences are ignored, negative
consequences are sure to follow.

 


 


 


​ Godliness

Just as following natural laws protects
people from physical harm, following spiritual laws shields them
from much of life’s needless suffering and permits them to live
meaningful lives. People need moral standards to make good choices.
Those who choose a moral code of ethics grounded in the Bible will
be well equipped to make all the right moral choices life will ever
require. Right moral choices produce positive results and wrong
moral choices produce negative results. It’s that simple, but not
easy.

God cares about every individual ever born.
No one is any more or any less valuable or important in His sight.
He wants us to view everyone the same way. When we love God, we
love others and want what’s best for them; and when we love others,
we love God.

One might ask, “How do I actually put all of
this into practice?” The Bible is very specific about certain
rights and wrongs, such as those specified in the Ten Commandments.
For those not specifically noted, guiding principles are provided.
For example, Micah 6:8 asks and answers the question: “What does
the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to
walk humbly with your God.”

James Madison said, “We have staked the
whole future of American civilization not upon the power of
government, far from it. We have staked the future of all of our
political institutions upon the capacity of each and all of us to
govern ourselves, to control ourselves, to sustain ourselves
according to the Ten Commandments of God.”

“There is God’s law from which all equitable
laws of man emerge and by which men must live if they are not to
die in oppression, chaos, and despair” (Cicero 106-43 BC).

Dr. Ron Mehl wrote that God uses them to
remove the confusion about right and wrong in today’s relativistic
culture, protect us from the consequences of our own moral
weakness, and guide our thinking and actions in every
situation.

Many argue that the Ten Commandments may
have been applicable thousands of years ago but certainly not
today. They then go on about living their lives their own way.
However, popular opinion doesn’t make it right. The Decalogue is at
the very foundation of our moral code in determining right from
wrong conduct. These laws have provided wisdom through the ages and
are as applicable today as they were when first given to Moses and
the nation of Israel thousands of years before Christ.

The Ten Commandments can be divided into
four groups. The first four tell us how to love God. The remaining
six tell us how to love our neighbor. “And God spoke all these
words saying”:

 


1. YOU SHALL HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ME.
No deity, real or imagined, is to rival the one true god.

2. YOU SHALL NOT MAKE FOR YOURSELF AN IDOL.
The worship of false gods such as images, sculptures, statues, and
pictures.

3. YOU SHALL NOT TAKE THE NAME OF THE LORD
YOUR GOD IN VAIN. Misuse the name of God: curse, desecrate,
violate.

4. REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY BY KEEPING IT
HOLY. “Six days you shall work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to
the Lord your God.” It was instituted for the benefit of all and it
is as equally important as the other nine commandments. Millions of
people affiliated with various denominations continue to observe
the Sabbath on Saturday, the seventh day of the week, rather than
Sunday, the first day of the week.

5. HONOR YOUR FATHER AND YOUR MOTHER. “The
first commandment with a promise – that it may go well with you.” A
fine sense of what is just and right: prize highly, care for, show
respect for, and obey. The commandment applies to all family
matters: marriage, parenting, children, youth and aging.

6. YOU SHALL NOT MURDER. This commandment
forbids the loss of life inflicted by illegal means. Jesus raised
this commandment to a new level when He said, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” When we fail to do this, we commit murder
spiritually.

7. YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY. Sexual
unfaithfulness of a married person that includes all acts of
illicit sex.

8. YOU SHALL NOT STEAL. Take anything
without permission that doesn’t belong to you.

9. YOU SHALL NOT GIVE FALSE TESTIMONY
AGAINST YOUR NEIGHBOR. Disloyal, inaccurate, distort, lie, wrong,
untrue, incorrect, intent to deceive.

10. YOU SHALL NOT COVET. Painfully envious
of possessions or relationships that belong to others (Exodus
20:3-17).

The Ten Commandments have always served as a
strong guide to control violent outbursts in individuals as well as
in society.

The answer to America’s problems does not
lie in more government spending, more laws, more police, or more
jails. These actions focus on putting out fires rather than
preventing them. What the situation calls for is a return to
biblical moral values on which our nation was founded.

 


 


 


Worldliness

​
Worldly beliefs, principles, and values have been popular in the
past, they remain so in the present and will continue to be the
case in the future. This doesn’t make it right.

Some of the most intelligent and best
educated people in America are those selected to the Supreme Court.
Most of their decisions have been positive. Others were negative.
For example: Black Americans were not citizens, racial
discrimination was legal, and women could not vote.

All human inventions, such as traditions,
customs, and ceremonies that are contrary to the commandments of
God will be found worthless in that day when “God will bring every
work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or
evil” (Ecclesiasties 12:14).

In our culture, we often discover too late
that what we thought was right turns out to be wrong and what we
thought was wrong turns out to be right. The test for a right
decision is: Did it adhere to biblical truth? Though a particular
choice may seem right at the time, if biblical standards were
ignored, eventually, the foolishness of that choice will become
evident with negative consequences sure to follow.

The choice is between Godliness (the narrow
way) or worldliness (the broad way). “No one can serve two masters.
Either he will hate the one and love the other or he will be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God
and mammon [materialism]” (Matthew 6:24). It’s like trying to go
in two different directions at the same time; you end up going in
circles and never reaching your destination.

 


 


 


Back to Basics Introduction

​ Back to Basics speaks to parents about
the impact home environment has on children during the pre-school
years. If children don’t learn certain things during these critical
years, they may not learn them at all because the season will have
passed them by. Remember, much of what is displayed in adults was
learned in childhood before children walk, talk, or attend school.
The adult example remains the most dominant force in child
development.

Parenting is the greatest challenge most
adults will ever face. I once heard a mother remark that her former
pressure-filled, full-time job was a cakewalk in comparison to
full-time parenthood. Isn’t that the truth? In addition to the long
hours of physical care for children, being responsible for their
moral, spiritual, and emotional needs is an awesome task. However,
it can also be one of life’s most rewarding experiences when good
parenting principles are practiced. What follows is intended to
help make this possible.

Back to Basics identifies 61
different areas important to parenting. The reader is told what the
topic is, why it’s important to parents and children, and suggests
how to put the applied principles into practice. Selected Bible
passages accompany each topic and serve as the authority. Thought
not exhaustive, they’re ones I believe parents need to address for
successful parenting. They aren’t speculative. They’re grounded in
Scripture. And they have withstood the test of time.

 


 


 


Accountability

​ Children need to understand that God holds
them responsible for what they are, for what they have been given,
and for what they do with their gifts. That’s accountability. “So
then each of us shall give account of himself to God.” “But I say
to you that for every idle (careless) word men may speak, they will
give account of it in the day of judgment.” Children do not have to
try to look and be like everybody else, nor be something or someone
they are not. God holds them accountable for what they are. No
more, no less. “They will give an account to Him who is ready to
judge the living and the dead.” The Prophet Daniel put it this way:
“... The court was seated, and the books (which contain a complete
record of everybody’s life on earth) were opened.”

Children will learn about accountability
from you. This important task is not to be left to others. Children
learn right from wrong early in life, but at times they may choose
to do wrong anyway. Many think they can do what they want as long
as nobody finds out. It should be made very clear to them that God
knows their every word, thought, and deed before they do! “... For
there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that
will not be unknown.”

 


 


 


​ Anger

Anger is good for you provided it’s the
right kind. The Bible talks about two kinds of anger: sinful and
righteous. Sinful anger is excessive, uncontrolled rage whose
intent is to punish and injure and that’s not good. But righteous
anger is controlled, thereby able to accomplish good. “Be angry and
do not sin … ” You can use anger with positive results. “Let no
corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for
necessary edification (instruction) that it may impart grace to the
hearers.”

Hidden or denied anger may cause serious
emotional and physical problems. Unresolved anger may surface in
the form of headaches, stomach pains, ulcers, nail-biting, lying,
cheating, rebellious school behavior, and high absenteeism, to
mention a few. The sooner anger is confronted, the sooner it can be
defused. “ … Do not let the sun go down on your wrath … ” Don’t
allow it to fester. Identifying the source of anger helps children
avoid overreacting.

Children learn how to handle anger by
observing their parents. God expresses his wisdom in the following
passage: “He who is slow to wrath has great understanding, but he
who is impulsive exalts folly.” When children get angry, parents
should first help them recognize it; second, admit it; third, take
responsible action in dealing with it. The best cure for anger is
to do an unexpected kindness for the person he or she is angry at.
This behavior will say, “I am sorry,” better than any words.

 


 


 


​ Attitude

Attitude dictates our behavior. That’s why
it’s so important to have a good one. “For as he thinks in his
heart, so is he … ” No matter what the facts or circumstances, we
have the choice and power to choose the attitude we take toward
those facts and circumstances.

With children, attitude can be even more
important than facts. Why? Because it depends on how they perceive
the facts. Children with similar makeup and circumstances often see
themselves differently. For example: Some feel accepted while
others feel rejected; some have high self-esteem while others feel
unworthy; some feel appreciated while others do not; some see God
as condemning while others see Him as loving, caring, and
forgiving. Why?

Parents need to be aware of how their
attitudes affect their children. Children tend to adopt their
parents’ attitudes quite early in life. For example, when parents
focus on the negative, children tend to do the same. But when
parents look for the positive, children will learn that it is what
is expected of them. The environment in which children are reared
has so much to do with their attitudes about life.

Parents need to encourage their children to
focus on the positive aspects of life. Think good thoughts. Look
for the best in others. Always treat others the way they want to be
treated. Help them to strive to make others feel better. In so
doing, they will feel better about themselves. They need to learn
that the full life is experienced in direct proportion to how they
give of themselves.

Children’s attitudes dictate their actions.
If their attitudes are God-centered, they are likely to act
positively and responsibly. If they are self-centered, they are
likely to act negatively and selfishly.

 


 


 


Blame

​The blame
game is as old as the Garden of Eden. Can’t you just see Adam and
Eve pointing fingers at each other and at that grinning serpent?
God gave man the freedom to choose. When God confronted him, Adam
blamed Eve and Eve blamed the devil and neither accepted
responsibility for disobeying God. Not much has changed. We blame
friends, parents, home, environment, circumstances – anyone but
ourselves.

It’s a hard lesson but children must be
taught to accept responsibility for their actions rather than blame
others. They have to understand that if they commit wrong acts they
will suffer the consequences. When they don’t accept blame, their
destructive behavior can go unchecked and things can go from bad
to worse. If you allow kids to place blame, you’re setting in
motion a vicious circle of behavior.

People who blame are basically insecure,
have low self-esteem, and do not really like themselves. This may
be the result when children have been excessively criticized and
resort to blaming as a means to defending themselves. It is very
important that parents avoid disciplining their children in front
of others whenever possible. Little good and much harm comes from
embarrassing, humiliating, and stripping children of their dignity.
“Fathers (and mothers) do not provoke your children, lest they
become discouraged.”

It is very easy to fall into the trap of
making excuses to rationalize behavior. Resist the temptation to
blame and thereby set a good example for your children. Teach them
to accept responsibility for their actions and not resort to making
excuses and blaming others. It’s a grave injustice to overlook
irresponsible behavior in children and bail them out rather than
letting them face the consequences of their actions.

 


 


 


​
Forgiveness

Forgiveness means to pardon; a matter of
letting go of resentment, anger, and deep-seated hatred of others
and at times ourselves. Forgiveness frees and heals the forgiver
and eventually the forgiven. Our greatest need after salvation is
forgiveness. Children need to know that Jesus and parents love them
and forgive them when they sin. It’s also important for you to
teach your children how to forgive others.

Not forgiving is harmful. The medical
profession is convinced that emotions, such as anger, hatred,
resentment, envy, and fear are at the root of most physical
ailments. Not forgiving means being imprisoned by the past.
Forgiveness frees us from that past.

Because God freely forgives us, we are asked
to forgive others when they wrong us.

“ … If you have anything against anyone,
forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your
trespasses. And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.” “Judge not, and
you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. ” It is in giving
that we receive.

Forgiveness is a recurring theme in the
Bible. When we pray the Lord’s Prayer, “Forgive us our debts (sins)
as we forgive our debtors,” we ask God to forgive us according to
our forgiveness of others. The forgiveness we give determines the
forgiveness we receive.

 


 


 


Judging

​People
who judge others often do it to make themselves look better at the
expense of others. God says to hate the sin but love the sinner,
regardless of the nature of the sin. It’s to be left to God to
separate right from wrong. He “will render to each one according to
his deeds.” “For by your words you will be justified, and by your
words you will be condemned.’ ” He will do this in His own time.
All have sinned. All come short of the glory of God. None achieves
perfection in this life.

When the scribes and Pharisees pressed Jesus
to pass judgment on the woman taken in adultery, Jesus responded in
the following way: “ … ‘He who is without sin among you, let him
throw a stone at her first.’ When Jesus had raised Himself up and
saw no one but the woman, He said to her, ‘Woman, where are those
accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?’ She said, ‘No one,
Lord.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Neither do I condemn you; go and sin
no more.’ ”

When children give other children the
opportunity to learn, grow, and change rather than condemn, they
benefit themselves as well as others. “Judge not, and you shall not
be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive,
and you will be forgiven.” Children need to understand that their
rewards and punishment in this life and the life after will be
based on their conduct and performance in this life.

“There is so much good in the worst of us,
and so much bad in the best of us, that it hardly becomes any of us
to talk about the rest of us.” (Author unknown)

 


 


 


​ Mistakes

“Hindsight is 20/20,” someone once said. So
when our children make mistakes, let’s help them learn from them.
Making mistakes is part of being human. No one is free of them.
“For we all stumble in many things.” Children learn more from their
mistakes than any other method of learning.

Parents should not make children feel
fearful of making mistakes. In fact mistakes provide opportunities
for them to find better ways of doing things. Good parenting
welcomes mistakes because children learn so much from them. Parents
need to encourage their children to learn from their mistakes then
forget them.

Children learn much from risk-taking, as
long as they are not life threatening. They instill confidence,
improve decision-making, help children deal with uncertainties, and
most importantly, help them develop healthy self-images so
necessary for success in school and in life. “Far better is to dare
mighty things, to win glorious triumphs, even though checkered by
failure, than to take rank with those poor spirits who neither
enjoy much nor suffer much, because they live in the gray twilight
that knows not victory nor defeat,” said Theodore Roosevelt.

Children think parents know everything. We
know different. Our mistakes shouldn’t be hidden for they can be
learning opportunities, too.

Children need to realize that God will not
reprimand them for making honest mistakes, especially when they
seek His guidance and direction. They need to be told that He
promises to forgive and forget all their mistakes when they admit
them, accept responsibility for them, do not repeat them, and ask
God’s forgiveness.

 


 


 


Morality

Moral laws spell out right and wrong
behavior. Ethics is the process by which these determinations are
made. For the Christian, the process is always God-centered instead
of self-centered. “There is a way which seems right to a man, but
its end is the way of death.” Living a moral life means being in
harmony with God. Just as following natural laws protects children
from physical harm, following spiritual laws shields them from much
of life’s sufferings and helps them through unavoidable
difficulties.

Children will not always be easily convinced
that God’s morality is in their best interest. Children need to be
reminded “... That all things work together for good to those who
love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”

God holds parents responsible for teaching
their children right from wrong. “And these words which I command
you this day shall be in your heart. You shall teach them
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in
your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when
you rise up.” Children instilled with a moral code of ethics
grounded in the Bible will be well equipped to make all the right
moral choices life will require of them. Every moral principle not
followed will result in negative consequences for children,
parents, and probably others as well.
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