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			Dedication

			
		
    Mark 8:5 And he asked them, How many loaves have ye? And they said, Seven. And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground: and he took the seven loaves, and when he had given thanks, he brake them, and gave to his disciples to set before them; and they set them before the multitude. And they also had a few small fishes; and when he had blessed, he commanded them to set them also before them. So they ate and were satisfied; and they took up seven baskets of the pieces that were left over. And those who had eaten were about four thousand; and he sent them away.



Christ is the great Master of the art of multiplication. However small the provision with which we begin, we have but to give it all to Him, and He will multiply and increase it until it exceeds our greatest expectations, and there will be more left over than there was before the feast began. Bring your little talents, bring what little grace you have, to Christ, for He can so increase your provision that you will never lack anything, but will have greater abundance the greater the demand that is made upon that provision. If these four thousand people had not been miraculously fed by Christ, the seven loaves and the few small fishes would have remained as they were; but now that the four thousand have to be fed, the loaves and fishes are multiplied by Christ in a most extraordinary way, so that, at the end, there is much more provision than they had at the beginning. Expect, beloved, to be enriched by your losses, to grow by that which seems to crush you, and to become greater by that which threatens to annihilate you. Only place yourself in the hands of Christ, and he will make good use of you, and leave you better than you were before to use you as a means of helping and blessing others.





— Charles Spurgeon 
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Introduction to Mark
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The Gospel of Mark, like the other Gospels, is about the work of Jesus. His work is to teach, to heal, to show signs of God's power and above all, to die and come back to life for the benefit of mankind. Christ's work is absolutely unique. However, it is also a constant part of the work of all believers, which is to cooperate with God in restoring the world to the way He intended it to be from the beginning. Our work is not Christ's work, our work has the same goal as His. Therefore, Mark's Gospel is not about our work, but it gives essence to our work and defines the ultimate goal of our work.

As we study Mark, we discover God's call to work in service of His kingdom. We discern the rhythms of work, rest and worship that God desires for our lives. We see the opportunities and dangers inherent in earning a living, accumulating wealth, gaining a good position, paying taxes and working in a society that does not necessarily point toward God's purposes. We encounter fishermen, laborers, mothers and fathers (raising children is a kind of work!), tax collectors, people with disabilities that affect their work, leaders, farmers, lawyers, priests, builders, philanthropists (mainly women), a very rich man, merchants, bankers, soldiers and governors. We recognize the same bewildering range of personalities that we find in life and work today. We find people not as isolated individuals, but as members of families, communities and nations. Work and workers are everywhere in Mark's Gospel.

Mark is the shortest Gospel. It contains less material on Jesus' teachings than Matthew and Luke. Therefore, our task must be to pay close attention to the details in the book to see how his Gospel applies to work outside the church. The main work-related passages in Mark fall into three categories: (1) stories about the call as Jesus calls His disciples to work on behalf of the kingdom of God, (2) the Sabbath controversies regarding the cycle of work and rest, and (3) the economic issues related to wealth and its accumulation and the payment of taxes. We will discuss the stories about the call in the section "The Kingdom and Discipleship," the Sabbath controversies in "Rhythms of Work, Rest and Worship," and the episodes dealing with taxes and wealth in "Economic Issues." In each of these categories, Mark is primarily concerned with how followers of Jesus are to be transformed at a deep level.

As with the other Gospels, Mark is presented in a context of economic turbulence. During Roman times, Galilee was undergoing social upheaval and more and more land was becoming the possessions of the wealthy few-usually foreigners-and there was a general movement from small-scale farming to large-scale estate-based agriculture. Those who had once been tenant farmers or even landowners were forced to work for days, often as a result of having lost their property because of the repossession of loans they took out to pay the Romans' taxes. In such a context, it is not surprising that economic and fiscal issues arise in Mark's narrative and in Jesus' teaching. Moreover, recognizing this social context allows us to appreciate background issues that we might otherwise have overlooked.
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The kingdom and discipleship (Mark 1-4; 6; 8)


The beginning of the Gospel (Mark 1:1-13)
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The accounts of John's preaching and Jesus' baptism and temptation say nothing about work directly. However, being the narrative gateway to the Gospel, they provide the basic thematic context for all that follows and cannot be ignored as we come to the passages most obviously applicable to our interests. An interesting point is that the title of Mark (Mark 1:1) describes the book as the "Beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ." From a narrative point of view, drawing attention to the beginning is showy, since the Gospel appears to have no ending. The oldest manuscripts indicate that the Gospel ends abruptly in Mark 16:8: "And they went out and fled from the tomb, because great fear and trembling had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone because they were afraid." The text ends so abruptly that the scribes added to it the material now found in Mark 16:9-20, which is composed of passages found elsewhere in the New Testament. But perhaps Mark did not want his Gospel to have an ending. It is only the "beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ" and we who read it are participants in the continuing gospel. If this is so, our life is a direct continuation of the events in Mark and our expectation of finding concrete applications for our work is well founded. 
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